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Your Shepway
Government inspector’s 
airport decision due soon
A DECISION over controversial 
plans to expand Lydd Airport is 
expected next moth.

Two years ago, Shepway 
District Council approved the 
expansion despite strong op-
position and recommendations 
that the plans be rejected.

But the Government’s plan-
ning inspector stepped in  
due to doubts surrounding the 
development and an eight-
month public inquiry was held 
last year.

Supporters and opposition 
are now holding their breath 
as they wait for the impending 
final decision.

Environmentalists are  stand-
ing against the plans, warning 
that unique wildlife would be 
destroyed. 

An RSPB spokesman said: 
“It would destroy the natu-
ral tranquility of Dungeness  
and could see its remarkable 
wildlife slowly disappear, poi-
soned by increased levels of 
pollution, or simply driven  
out by the massive distur-
bance that such a large airport  
would cause.”

But bosses at Lydd Airport 
and MP for Folkestone and 
Hythe Damian Collins said it 
would give the area’s economy 
a much-needed boost.

Mr Collins said: “Shepway  
as a whole, and the Romney 

Marsh in particular, badly 
needs to attract more invest-

ment and jobs. Romney Marsh 
is already a deprived area,  

with little opportunity for em-
ployment.”

marijke.cox@archant.co.uk

By Marijke Cox 

CHARITY

Vince aims to run rings around Downton Abbey for charity
A ROMNEY Marsh man is preparing to 
run a gruelling 10k to raise vital funds 
for Parkinson’s UK – just a week after 
running the London Marathon.

Vince Crouch, whose father has the 
illness, is hoping to raise £2,000 for the 
charity.

The run is taking place on Sunday, 
April 29, at 10.30am at Highclere Cas-
tle in Berkshire.  It is the setting for ITV’s 

period drama Downtown Abbey.
The 45-year-old said: “My Dad, Ken, 

was diagnosed with Parkinson’s six 
years ago and as soon as l found out 
about the Run Highclere event l wanted 
to take part.

“I’m running the London Marathon 
this year so running a 10k just one 
week later will be a challenge, but one 
I’m looking forward to as I’ve heard the 

atmosphere at this event is second to 
none. 

“Parkinson’s UK is a very personal 
charity to me which is why l chose this 
local race; I’ve also never been to High-
clere Castle, so it will be great to take 
part in a run through the grounds. I’ve 
set myself a target of raising a couple of 
thousands of pounds for Parkinson’s UK 
over the coming year, which will hope-

fully be helped by my supporters when l 
take part in this event in April.” 

Director of fundraising at Parkinson’s 
UK Paul Jackson-Clark said the charity 
was incredibly grateful to Mr Crouch for 
his support. “As the UK’s Parkinson’s 
support and research charity we’re 
leading the work to find a cure, and 
we’re closer than ever. But our work is 
totally dependent on donations.”

ENTERTAINMENT

Al Murray at 
Quarterhouse 
THE Pub Landlord, Al Murray, 
is coming to the Quarterhouse  
as part of his The Only Way is 
Epic tour.

The comedian will take to 
the stage at the Tontine Street 
venue on June 20 and 21 at 
7.30pm. Tickets are £15. 

To book tickets go to www.
quarterhouse.co.uk.

CHARITY

Get involved 
in Sport Relief
THE Sport Relief Mile is return-
ing to Folkestone and organis-
ers are inviting people to take 
part.

Runners will set off from 
The Leas Bandstand on Sun-
day, March 25. Entrants can 
choose to complete one, three 
or six miles. To enter see www.
sportrelief.com. 

CRIME

A MAN has been jailed for five 
years from trying to smuggle 
£48,800 of heroin through the 
Channel Tunnel.

Mikey Battles, 36, of Lim-
erick, Ireland, was stopped at 
Coquelles in France on Janu-
ary 4 last year. Cannabis worth 
£37,100 was also found.

Man jailed for 
drug offences
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there any change in the status of countryside 
outside these specially protected areas. 

“Local councils will still decide through their 
plans what land to allocate – with the crucial dif-
ference that these local plans will no longer be 
overridden by the diktat of unaccountable re-
gional quangos, which are being abolished.”
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Olympic tourism boost
THE county’s tourism industry could benefit by 
more than £300m thanks to the Olympic 
Games, Visit Kent has predicted. The tourist 
organisation believes visitors will spend an extra 
£324m in the four years following the London 
2012 Games as many of the 240,000 people 
expected to travel through Kent to the Olympic 
stadium return to explore the county in the 
following years. Some 90,000 people are due to 
arrive at the Port of Dover for the Games.

Sun ‘blinded’ crash OAP
AN 83-year-old driver who died in a crash may 
have been blinded by the sun before the 
accident. The man, from Canterbury, was driving 
his BMW X1 along College Road at 3.50pm on 
Sunday, February 26, when it hit a brick pillar. 
He died two days later. The collision happened 
at the point where College Road splits from the 
B2052. Police are looking at whether the driver 
was temporarily blinded by the Sun as he 
negotiated the split in the road.

Semi-naked cyclist
A middle-aged male cyclist – naked from the 
waist down –  has been spotted in the Gravesend 
countryside at Shornemead Fort, Lower Shorne.

The unknown rider is bound to be a little 
saddle-sore after his jaunt in the country.

Police said they’d had a report of a half-naked 
cyclist in the area, thought to be in his 40s, 
wearing just his top half clothes and a cycle 
helmet.

HEALTH

Midwifery applications soar as TV 
viewers are inspired by hit show
THE success of the TV series 
Call the Midwife has sparked a 
mini-boom in the industry.

University course clearing 
house UCAS has seen a 
dramatic rise of around 20 per 
cent on last year since the 
programme was broadscast on 
Sunday nights on BBC One.

And in Kent, some courses 
are being over-subscribed.

The drama highlights the 
plight of mums in London’s 
East End during the 1950s  
and is based on the memoirs of 
Jennifer Worth. The pro-
gramme shows a newly 
qualified midwife who begins 
her career alongside an order 
of nursing nuns, and shows the 
harrowing and light-hearted 
sides of midwifery.

Back to the 21st century, 
and the Royal College of 
Midwives said of the increased 

applications: “This can only be 
a good thing for the profession, 
but people should not have a 
rose-tinted view based on a TV 
show from the 1950s.”

With average audiences of 
almost nine million, the show 
which stars Miranda Hart 
proved to be a surprise hit.

Debra Teasdale, head of the 
department for health, 
wellbeing and the family at 
Canterbury Christ Church 

University, said: “Over the past 
five years the university has 
had increasing interest and 
applications for the midwifery 
pre-registration courses.

“To date this year, applica-
tions have continued to rise, 
reflecting the popularity of the 
CCCU course to students both 
based locally and further 
afield. We have around eight 
applications for each commis-
sioned student place.

“Call the Midwife has always 
been a popular book for those 
interested in midwifery and to 
see it come to life as a series 
has been very interesting for 
students.

“The story has been able to 
show how the ‘art and science’ 
of midwifery has developed 
over the last 50 years, yet the 
basic needs of women remain 
unchanged.”

POPULAR: Call the Midwife 
was watched by millions

PLANNING

Protestors fear green 
spaces will be left to 
mercy of developers
marijke.cox@archant.co.uk

By Marijke Cox

MORE than a third of Kent’s countryside faces 
the threat of becoming an urban sprawl under 
the Government’s proposed changes to the plan-
ning system, say environmentalists. 

The warning comes from Protect Kent, the 
county’s branch of Campaign to Protect Rural 
England (CPRE), which released a map revealing 
huge swathes of unprotected beauty spots.

Around 39 per cent of the the Garden of Eng-
land’s stunning countryside is not designated as 
an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), 
nature reserve, Green Belt or other preservation 
area, meaning there is little or no protection 
from development under the proposed National 
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).

Campaigners said the Government needs to 
recognise the wider, undesignated countryside 
in the draft document before it is passed.

Head of planning at CPRE Fiona Howie said: 
“We are not seeking a national policy to prevent 
all development.

“But if we are to avoid damaging the character 
of rural areas by making it easier for inappropri-
ate, speculative building to take place – a bunga-
low here, a distribution shed there – decision 
makers must be encouraged to take account of 
the intrinsic value of the wider countryside when 
considering development proposals. 

“The imminent changes to the planning sys-
tem should ensure it is not only specially desig-
nated areas that are valued.”

The new map reveals large swathes of undes-
ignated countryside in areas such as the Rom-
ney Marshes, south Maidstone, Tonbridge, Sit-
tingbourne, Deal, Sandwich and Gravesend.

North Thanet was highlighted as having 74 

AT RISK: As much as 39 per cent of Kent’s 
countryside is not protected under the National 
Planning Policy Framework, say campaigners

per cent of undesignated countryside.
Spokesman for Protect Kent Jamie Weir said 

the county was known as the Garden of England 
due to the beautiful green landscape.

“Yet 39 per cent of this is completely unpro-
tected against inappropriate development,” he 
added. “If the NPPF should pass unchanged we 
could find that this countryside is open to more 
threats in the future. 

“CPRE Protect Kent would urge ministers to 
help ensure that these beautiful landscapes are 
protected for future generations to enjoy.”

Ministers have argued that proposals to sim-
plify the planning system – which includes slash-
ing 1,000 pages of policy down to just 52 – will 
boost growth and give communities more say in 
their area.

But CPRE’s Ms Howie said it would be easier 
for developers to challenge local plans if there 
was no central support.

“It would be risky to rely solely on any local 
protection for the wider countryside, the status 
of which is extremely uncertain,” she said.

“Without national support, any protection lo-
cal plans give to the wider countryside is likely to 
be challenged by developers.”

But planning minister Greg Clark, Tory MP for 
Tunbridge Wells, stressed that local plans will 
set out what is unacceptable.

“The protection that the Green Belt has en-
joyed in the planning system continues,” he said. 
“Indeed, to recognise the importance of green 
space within towns and cities as well as outside 
them, a new designation is available to people 
through their neighbourhood and local plans to 
protect valued green space wherever it is.

“There is no change, either, in the position of 
AONB, Sites of Special Scientific Interest, Nation-
al Parks or other protected habitats. Neither is 
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SPECIAL OFFER

RUG CLEARANCE

25,000 sq ft of beautiful furniture for your home, including famous brands such as
Sherborne, G Plan upholstery, Stressless, laZboy,  Relyon and more.

Nasons Furniture & Bed Store
Maynard Road, Wincheap Estate, Canterbury
01227 463550
Open Monday - Saturday 9am - 5.30pm Sundays 10am - 4pm.  Plenty of free parking

Visit our website at www.nasons.co.uk

Great collection of furniture
from top manufacturers.....

Extensive range of soft 
furnishings to choose from.....

Take a bargain
home today!
In our clearance stack you will
find rugs from around the
world reduced by 75%

Royal Keshan usually £730
Now £182 (example)

(this offer is limited to Nasons clearance rug stack only)

Oslo Compact
contemporary
collection
3 seat sofa £795
Special offer price £599
Chair £599
Special offer price £469
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Fisherman’s inquest
AN inquest into the death of a fisherman has 
been opened and adjourned in Maidstone.

The body of Wade Berryman, 21, was found in 
the water off Herne Bay by Whitstable lifeboat’s 
crew on Saturday.

It is believed he dived into the sea to try to 
recover his fishing boat.

The skipper of the Lisa K was rescued from 
the Red Sands Towers, after having spent the 
night on the army fort in the Thames Estuary.

Drive for site safety
CONSTRUCTION sites in Kent are under the 
spotlight as part of an intensive inspection 
initiative aimed at reducing death, injury and ill 
health. Until March 16, inspectors from the 
Health and Safety Executive are visiting sites 
where refurbishment or repair works are being 
carried out. Their primary focus will be high-risk 
activity such as working at height. During 2010-
11, one person died and almost 100 others were 
seriously injured on construction sites in Kent.

Star Pam’s market duty
CALL the Midwife star Pam Ferris, who lives in 
Elham, is to officially reopen the village’s 
farmers’ market. She will cut the ribbon on 
Sunday, March 11, at 10am to open the market 
for business following its winter closure. The 
Darling Buds of May actress is a regular shopper 
and market volunteer, taking her turn to help   
set up and take down the market on the second 
and fourth Sunday of each month.

POLICE

Candidates prepare arresting bids 
in fight to become new police tsar
ed.hill@archant.co.uk

By Ed Hill

IN just eight months Kent Police will come under 
the control of a Police and Crime Commissioner.

The Government’s idea, based on a more 
American-style of politics, is to have an elected 
official in charge of policing who is accountable 
to the community. 

The role will replace Kent Police Authority 
which is made up of councillors and lay people. 

The commissioner will take over many of the 
responsibilities currently in the hands of the au-
thority, including holding Chief Constable Ian 
Learmonth to account.

They will set budgets and manage the police’s 
portion of the council tax, create a five-year       
policing plan, engage with the public about 
crime, and appoint the chief constable. 

The main operational decisions will still be in 
the hands of the senior officers but the commis-
sioner will have extensive influence over the 
way policing is shaped in Kent.

After they are elected the commissioner will 
appoint a team to help them fulfil the role, in-
cluding a chief executive and a finance director. 

Anyone can stand as the police commissioner 
– either linked to a political party or as an inde-
pendent. The elections will place on November 
15, and Dover council election officials will be 
carrying out the ballot for the county. 

The salary ranges from £60,000-100,000 de-
pending on the size of the police constabulary. 

Col Tim Collins, who made his name in the 
Iraq war, has already been named as a possible 
candidate for the Conservative Party. 

His comments that he considered the job a 
part-time role angered some officers, but he is 
taking the election seriously. He is currently        
finalising his manifesto ready for a Conservative 
selection meeting in May. 

A spokesman for Col Collins said: “Tim has 
been talking to the Kent MPs and has got their 
strong backing now, in addition to the Home 
Secretary’s and the Prime Minister’s. 

“He has also been talking to quite a few police 

officers of all ranks to get their views.”
Other people known to have put their name 

forward so far include Fran Croucher, a former 
police officer who resigned from the force; prop-
erty magnate and businessman Fergus Wilson, 

who made millions on the buy-to-let market. 
Jan Berry, a former chairman of the Police Fed-

eration, is reported to have considered standing. 
Harriet Yeo, from Ashford, is a councillor 

seeking the Labour Party nomination.
She said: “I have a tough line on crime and jus-

tice. Kent is a unique area. We have border con-
trol issues on the coast; we have the M20 and the 
problems with Operation Stack when we have 
paid police officers acting as traffic wardens. 

“We have city crime where we adjoin greater 
London and we also have a lot of rural crime and 
urban antisocial behaviour. It really needs some-
one who knows and understands the area.” 

Kenneth Little is an independent candidate 
who lives near Whitstable. 

He wants to make extensive use of the internet 
to help residents tell the police what law and or-
der issues are on their doorstep and create a 
more open and transparent force.

He said: “It is no longer acceptable to be secret, 
secrecy only creates anger and frustration, it 
causes anti-police sentiments and non-coopera-
tion from the public.

“For a fair justice system to work public par-
ticipation is needed, the public want to be in-
volved to make their area safer and better.”
■ To find out more about the role of police 
and crime commissioners visit www.kentpo-
liceauthority.gov.uk/police-and-crime-com-
missioners.

■ Police and Crime Commissioners (PCCs) 
are directly elected individuals who will 
make sure the public’s views and priorities 
are the driving force behind policing. 
■ They will be elected every four years by 
the residents of Kent and Medway.
■ The commissioner for Kent will be a 
single individual, who will be salaried for 
the full-time post. 
■ They can appoint a deputy commissioner, 
but they alone are responsible for ensuring 
an efficient and effective police force.
■ They set the police budget and receive 
all police grants.
■ Prepare a five-year police and crime plan.
■ Consult with the public and victims of 
crime.
■ Appoint, and if necessary, dismiss the 
chief constable.

MAIN ROLE: Harriet Yeo and Col Tim Collins are 
running for Police and Crime Commissioner job

FACT FILE:

AWARDS

Search is launched to find the very 
best new development designs
THE Kent Design and Development Awards 
are back after two years and ready to uncover 
more of the county’s most talented design and 
construction professionals.

This year’s competition was launched at the 
London Golf Club near Brands Hatch on 
Thursday by leader of Kent County Council Cllr 
Paul Carter.

The awards, organised by 
public/private partnership the 
Kent Design Initiative, celebrate 
the high quality development 
delivered throughout the 
county.

Cllr Carter said: “This is an 
opportunity to really promote 
excellence in design and 
development in terms of buildings in Kent. 

“It will showcase talent used in new develop-
ments taking place around the county.

“It promotes the best in Kent such as public 
buildings, theatres, galleries and a range of 
different designs and constructions and 

celebrates the talent we have here.”
Previous winners include Deal Pier Café 

(pictured) in the commercial, industrial and 
retail category, and Ashford Shared Space, in 
the town village renaissance category.

This year there are five categories – residential; 
commercial, industrial and retail; civils and 

infrastructure; public buildings; 
and environmental performance. 

There will also be an overall 
winner.

KCC said the 2012 awards had 
a renewed focus on economic 
growth and that it was even more 
important to ensure the design 
quality agenda attracted inward 
investment and created the 

conditions needed for sustainable long-term 
growth in the private sector.

Entries must be made by June 15 and 
winners will be announced in October. For more 
information on entering go to www.kent.gov.uk/
designawards. 
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TRAVEL

ed.hill@archant.co.uk

By Ed Hill

Motorists warned of congestion hell 
as Westgate Towers closed to cars

News  for more pictures and news go to www.kentnews.co.uk

NEWS IN BRIEF

Home-share action
THANET council has introduced new planning 
regulations to restrict the number of Homes of 
Multiple Occupation (HMOs) in the district. The 
council decided to change planning rules after 
the Government introduced legislation which 
meant homes could have been turned into 
HMOs for up to six unrelated people without 
seeking planning permission.

Thanet has a large number of HMOs, many of 
them considered a blight on the area by residents. 

Butterfly Appeal launch
THE Butterfly Appeal fundraising drive has been 
launched to build a new £1.3 million Kent MS 
Therapy Centre. More than 300 people attended 
the launch at the Ashford International Hotel. 
Businessman Frank Brake has promised to 
pound for pound match all cash raised to meet 
the target for the new building, until the end of 
2013. Over 1,600 people in Kent suffer from 
multiple sclerosis, an incurable debilitating 
disease which can strike at any time. 

Occupy’s secret protest
OCCUPY Thanet campaigners who are camped 
outside Turner Contemporary art gallery in 
Margate say they are planning a special ‘event’ 
this weekend.

They say that on Saturday, March 3, they are 
going to take part in a demonstration – but the 
details will only be revealed on the day.

Supporters are assembling at 11am outside 
Arlington House in Margate.

DRIVERS in Canterbury are being 
warned of gridlock when a new 
road layout is given a trial run at 
one of the city’s most iconic sites.

The council has decided to pedes-
trianise the route through the 
Westgate Towers and other nearby 
roads. 

The 12-month trial to protect the 
historic city gate is being intro-
duced on Tuesday, March 27. The 
council hopes in the long term that 
closing the 14th century building 
to traffic will also improve conges-
tion and air quality in the city. 

Executive member for transpor-
tation, Cllr Peter Vickery-Jones, 
said: “Removing traffic from pass-
ing underneath one of our land-
mark, historic buildings has been 
an ambition for many years.

“We have had proposals in the 
past that have either not worked or 
not got off the ground. However, 
we now have a scheme that we be-
lieve can be successful and it is im-
perative we give this a real go.”

New traffic lights will be installed 

on the road alongside the tower. It 
will now only be open to buses and 
taxis. Other traffic will be redirected 
further away from the city wall and 
via Canterbury West station.

Construction work on the new 
road system is expected to begin on 
Monday, March 12, with work be-

ing carried out through the night. 
Councillors admit the new sys-

tem will take time to bed in. 
Cllr Vickery-Jones said: “We un-

derstand the concerns about the 
impact of the project on people liv-
ing in the area and on surrounding 
roads that are likely to see an in-

crease in traffic, but we would ask 
them to give it time to settle and 
take full effect before dismissing it 
as not working.

“We will monitor the situation 
very closely and will be able to re-
spond quickly to any major prob-
lems that occur, and make adjust-
ments if necessary.”

There will be a public exhibition 
at the Westgate Hall in Canterbury 
on Thursday, March 15, from 
10am-4pm when highways officers 
from the city and county councils 
will answers questions.

In the meantime, drivers can ex-
pect journeys to take more time. 

Cllr Vickery-Jones said: “We 
would also urge people to leave a 
lot of extra time for their journeys 
and give thought to alternative 
routes they will take, particularly 
in the first few weeks of these 
changes going live. It is going to 
cause considerable disruption and 
congestion and motorists need to 
be prepared for that.”

Go to www.canterbury.gov.uk/
westgatetowerstrial for more details.

 For more news and sport go to 
www.yourcanterbury.co.uk.

NEW ROUTE: Cars will no longer be allowed through the Westgate Towers
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MEMROIR

Magician shares 

nick.ames@archant.co.uk

By Nick Ames

A NEW book tells the story of a PoW whose sur-
vival of World War Two is simply a miracle.

Prisoner of war Fergus Anckorn was the only 
person left alive after a notorious massacre, he 
was bombed several times, covered in creosote 
under a tropical sun, and finally taken out to be 
machine gunned by his Japanese captors. 

And alongside his amazing escapes from death 
in war is a tale of magic – the man known as the 
Conjuror on the Kwai used his sleight of hand 
tricks to obtain food for his comrades as they 
fought to stay alive amid the horror of the infa-
mous ‘Death Railway’.

His story has now been told by author Peter 
Fyans in Captivity, Slavery and Survival as a Far 
East PoW, published by Pen and Sword. 

Mr Anckorn, born in Dunton Green, near Sev-
enoaks, became the youngest ever member of 
the Magic Circle at the age of 18 – and now at 93 
is its oldest member who is still performing.

But in 1941 as a Royal Artillery gunner, he 
was sent into Singapore, just days before it fell to 
the Japanese.

“After three-and-a-half months at sea we 
came into the harbour under fire, shelling and 
bombing,” he said from 
his home in Sevenoaks.

“We came down the 
gang plank and straight 
into action.

“I was a gun driver and 
knocked out of action af-
ter five days. So my fight-
ing war was five days 
long. For that I was signed 
up for seven years and 
three days.”

Wounded, Mr Anckorn 
drifted in and out of con-
sciousness in hospital.

“I saw the walking 
wounded being taken qui-
etly out in single file, their 
hands tied tightly with barbed wire and tied to 
one another. Behind them was a soldier with a 
rifle and bayonet,” he said. “After bayoneting 
and killing the lot of them, the soldiers came 

back into the ward, wiped the blood 
off their bayonets and proceeded to 
kill everyone in their beds, along 
with the doctors and nurses.

“I was the only survivor. When I’d been blown 
up my right hand was in a mess and the doctor 
had applied a tourniquet.

“When the Japanese were two beds away from 

REMARKABLE: Fergus Anckorn 
fought in the war for just five days 
before he became a prisoner of war, 
narrowly escaping death on several 
occasions. His story is told in the  
new book written by Peter Fyans

story of survival 

SAFETY

Businesses warned that fire crews 
won’t go to automatic 999 alarms
KENT’S fire service is to start ignoring automat-
ic fire alarms during the day unless a real person 
confirms an emergency – and business leaders say 
it’s vital they get their systems in tip-top condition.

Kent Fire and Rescue Service has now 
stopped its routine attendance at automatic 
alarms in some circumstances. It is part of a 
recent cost-cutting exercise which included the 
closure of eight fire stations across Kent.

With 98 per cent of all automatic alarms 
being false, KFRS has changed the way these 
are dealt with, and has called on businesses 
across the county to be aware of the new 
method of dealing with them.

From April 2, all calls from automatic fire 
alarms will be challenged by the service’s 999 
staff. Between 6am-6pm, unless the incident 
can be confirmed to be an actual fire or signs of 
fire, an engine will not be sent, they said.

But for a year, a fire engine will be sent to 
calls to automatic fire alarms received between 
6pm-6am, where a procedure has not been 

introduced to confirm a fire. This is to allow 
those responsible for managing premises extra 
time to make any required changes to their 
procedures. This applies to all calls.

False alarms are generally the result of dust 
or poor maintenance.

In recent months, fire safety officers have met 
with organisations and business across the 
county advising them of the changes.

KFRS said its officers are constantly remind-
ing businesses it is their responsibility to ensure 
systems operate correctly, are properly 
maintained and do not produce unwanted calls.

Following the changes, they will need to be 
clear on what to do when the alarm goes off, 
how they will check if there is a fire or signs of 
fire, and will need to ensure their fire risk 
assessment takes into account the changes.

Jo James, Kent Invicta Chamber chief 
executive, said: “Not attending all automatic 
alarms is not a good thing, but it’s understand-
able. So many times the fire service is called out 
to false alarms. We can’t be such a drain on 
resources. One day a company might need the 
fire service and they are not going to be there,  
so there is an onus on us all as businesses to 
ensure we have the right fire systems in place 
and they are being properly monitored.”

KFRS director of service delivery Steve 
Griffiths said: “Each call takes firefighters and 
equipment away from genuine emergencies 
where lives may be at risk and causes disruption 
on the roads because, in the majority of the 
cases, firefighters arrive on blue lights and no 
action is required.”

For more information visit www.kent.fire-uk.org.



Top prices paid for all 
grades of iron and steel 

Authorised treatment facility 
(Environment Agency approved) 

Certificate of destruction notices issued 
Car collection arranged 

Vehicle dismantler 
Vehicle spares for sale/self-service yard 

Public weighbridge/vehicle parts 
Skips for scrap metal 

End of life vehicles wanted for cash

Richborough Road, Sandwich, Kent CT13 9JEFax: 01304 612344 Email: info@zenmotorfactors.co.uk

17a Burgate,
Canterbury, Kent
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01227 781188

• New dentures. Flexible,
Acrylic or Chrome
Dentures available

• Comfortable Soft Lining
• Free Consultation

• 1 hour Denture Repair
Service

• Clinical Dental Technician
• GDC registered
• Home Visits Available

www.canterburydentures.co.uk 
e-shop: www.denturesdirectsales.co.uk
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me I said to myself ‘I’m dead, it’s all over. I’ll nev-
er be 25’. I went into unconsciousness and woke 
up and everyone was dead but me.

“Apparently the tourniquet was no good, 
blood was still pouring out of me and when they 
came to bayonet me they saw all the blood and 
thought they’d already done it.”

Taken to a prisoner of war camp Mr Anckorn 
was set to work on the Burma Railway Wampo 
Viaduct, made famous by David Lean’s film 
Bridge on the River Kwai.

On one occasion he was told to creosote the 
top of a viaduct – 100 feet above ground.

“As a result of being bombed a certain part of 
my brain was damaged, which gave me vertigo,” 
he said. “I tried to tell the guard using sign lan-
guage but he just went off to find something to 
beat me with.

“I started climbing up there a leg at a time but 
when I got to the top I couldn’t open my eyes. I 
was just clinging to the bridge. The guard came 
up after me and threw my five gallons of creosote 
over me and I started to swell up like the Miche-
lin Man. I ended up in the river but so badly 
burned I was taken away for treatment.”

All eight members of his working party were 
dead within three weeks.

But his magic tricks proved a vital source of 

practical help. In front of the camp comman-
dant, who was impressed with his sleight of 
hand, Mr Anckorn used tinned food and fresh 
fruit as props – so he got to eat them as the 
Japanese rejected anything a prisoner had 
touched.

“We had 10-minute breaks from work,” he 
said. “I’d do magic and the guards would watch, 
turning those breaks into 45 minutes, when my 
friends would be stealing potatoes from the Japa-
nese stores.”

Mr Anckorn said he never saw morale go 
down among the prisoners, despite the terrible 
conditions and treatment.

“Then on one occasion four guards selected 
five of us at random and drove us out into the 
jungle,” he said.

“They stood us up against the trees, got a ma-
chine gun out, mounted it on its tripod and 
aimed it at us.

“We didn’t have blindfolds, we just stood wait-
ing to be killed for 10 minutes. We asked each 
other ‘why don’t they pull the trigger and get it 
over with?’

“Then suddenly they dismantled the gun and 
took us back to camp – where we found the war 
had been over for three days.

“They must have known that and also knew 
we were going to be told that evening. So I think 
they thought they would be hanged, after all 
there were 2,000 of us and 80 of them, and  so 
they thought to take some of us with them.

“But then they must have thought ‘what if 
they don’t intend to hang us? Well they will if 
they see what we have done’.

“I think that is what saved us.”
 To see an interview with Mr Anckorn go 

to www.youtube.com/user/yourkenttv.

his remarkable 
on the River Kwai

EXPERIENCE: Mr Anckorn still practises sleight 
of hand today. Left is an image of Wampo Viaduct,  
which he was put to work on while a prisoner

ACCIDENT

Man, 63, dies after his 
van comes off the road
A 63-year-old man died after the vehicle he was 
travelling in crashed in Nettlestead, near 
Maidstone. Police are keen to hear from any 
witnesses to the accident which happened at 
around 11.15am last Sunday. It is believed a VW 
Transporter left the road as it travelled on 
Maidstone Road towards Nettlestead Green. The 
driver was pronounced dead at the scene. No 
other cars are believed to have been involved.

CRIME

Man in court accused 
of CCTV cat swinging
A 20-year-old man has appeared in court 
accused of causing unnecessary suffering to a 
cat in Ramsgate. 

Riain Richards, from Ramsgate, is accused of 
swinging a cat by its tail in October, 2011. The 
case relates to CCTV footage showing a cat 
being swung.

The case was adjourned until April 3 at 
Canterbury Magistrates. 

Picture: PAUL JERREAT
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Kitchens and Bedrooms
Kitchens and Bedrooms

One of Kent's best kept secrets… 

Design, Manufacture and Install:
Creating beautiful kitchens and bedrooms, tailored to meet your lifestyle & budget. 

Tonbridge Range - £2,400.00 Inc V.A.T

Including Oven, Hob and Hood.
Supply only - Excluding Washing Machine and Fridge Freezer.

Installation Available

19-25 Blenheim Close, Pysons Road Industrial Estate, Broadstairs, Kent, CT10 2YF

Telephone: 01843 602607 www.umbermaster.co.uk

Present this voucher to receive a
FREE Neff Dishwasher

(for NEW Kitchen orders over £3000.00)
Subject to stock

Offer Expires 28/03/12
(not in conjunction with any other offers, including price matching)

Our Price Match Promise
Extended

To include ALL competitors

February / March

SALES

Cornell Classic

Buy this kitchen for £2400.00.
Tonbridge Range - Supply Only (excludes washing machine & fridge freezer)

✁

✁
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Girlings Personal Injury Claims Ltd is a 
Canterbury-based company specialising in no-win no-fee,

personal injury and medical negligence claims.

NOTHING TO PAY US AT ANY STAGE

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE
or ACCIDENT CLAIM?

News  for more pictures and news go to www.kentnews.co.uk

HEALTH

Thousands suffering in silence with 
dementia urged to come forward
marijke.cox@archant.co.uk

By Marijke Cox

THE stigma attached to dementia has 
led to a staggering number of people go-
ing undiagnosed in the county, say 
public health bosses. 

New figures show worrying numbers 
are avoiding visiting their GP for fear of 
being diagnosed with the disease.

In east Kent it is thought there are 
around 6,950 people secretly strug-
gling with the condition, without access 
to drug treatment or support. The de-
mentia register shows 3,875 people are 
diagnosed with the condition in the east 
of the county, just 35 per cent of the to-
tal number believed to have dementia.

In Medway it is 1,093 diagnosed – 43 
per cent of the estimted number of suf-
ferers – with around 1,400 thought to 
remain undiagnosed. West Kent has 
3,293 diagnosed – 37 per cent of the es-
timated number – with around 5,422 
believed to be undiagnosed.

The figures show a rise since the last 
count in 2010, and health bosses have 
warned the number of people develop-
ing the degenerative brain disease is ex-
pected to grow as people live longer. 

There are currently 18,000 people 
living with the condition in the county 

and this is expected to increase to 
31,000 by 2026.

Commissioning manager for NHS 
Kent and Medway and Kent Adult So-
cial Services Emma Hanson said the 
earlier the diagnosis the better.

“This isn’t something that people just 
get as they get older; it’s a mental health 
problem,” she said.

“I won’t dress this up; it’s a horrible, 
life-changing and degenerative disease. 
You can’t stop dementia, but you can 
manage it. That’s why it’s so important 
that people get diagnosed.”

A range of services are available across 
the county including dementia cafés,  
crisis support, a 24-hour helpline, mem-
ory clinics and peer support groups.

Former social worker Ms Hanson, 
said people often avoid getting diag-
nosed and it can take a crisis for the suf-
ferer and their family to finally face up 
to the problem.

Ms Hanson said Kent was lagging    
behind with its diagnosis rates.

“Improving rates is important as post-
diagnostic support and treatment are 
essential in ensuring people with             
dementia and their carers are offered 
support to manage their condition. 

“Evidence shows that the right sup-
port in the early stages means people 

are more resilient and prepared, there-
fore less likely to go into crisis as their 
disease progresses.”

A large scale redesign of services is tak-
ing place, including bringing together so-
cial care, community nursing and com-
munity mental health teams to share 
knowledge and skills; developing demen-
tia-friendly communities; and working 
to promote independence and help   
people live well with their dementia.

Tom, a 58-year-old dementia sufferer 
from Maidstone, said the peer support 
group service had helped him cope and 
enjoy life.

“Fifteen months ago I was diagnosed 
with vascular dementia. I attended an 
eight-week post diagnostic course run 
by the NHS,” he said.

“After that finished, there was noth-
ing else. I felt alone because I couldn’t 
see anybody else with dementia. Every-
one looks the same. You think there is 
no-one else out there with dementia.

“Fortunately, in February I found the 
peer support group in Maidstone. I get 
support and information, but also I 
know there are other people with de-
mentia who are there to help me.”

For help with dementia call 0800 
5003014 or go to www.dementiaweb-
kentandmedway.org.uk. 

HEALTH

Getting creative for the economy
THE heads of creative companies in 
Kent gathered at Maidstone 
Television Studios on Wednesday 
to discuss ideas on how to help the 
county’s economy.

Media chiefs, arts leaders and 
communications experts were 
asked to consider strategies which 

would help grow creative busi-
nesses in Kent.

The conference was devised by 
Kent County Council and the Kent 
Economic Board to gather new 
ideas as well as feedback on the 
challenges that face the county’s 
businesspeople.
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  The Stage 

By Steven Berkoff 

Adapted from the novel by Franz Kafka 

www.theatreroyalmargate.com 

Mon 12th March 7.30pm £14 

0845 130 1786 & 01227 787 787 
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Carpets, vinyls Beds/divans

Kitchens and
bathrooms

Bedroom
furniture

Kitchen and
dining furniture

Modern and
traditional upholstery

Townley Hous hatham Street

SALE NOW ON SALE NOW ON SALE
NOW

ON SALE NOW
ON SALE NOW O

SALE NOW ON SALE NOW ON SALE NOW
ON SALE

NOW ON SALE NOW O
Bedsteads

Carpets,vinyls and
hard flooring

Modern and
traditional upholstery

Townley House • Chatham Street
Ramsgate • Kent • CT11 7PR

01843 593069 • www.farleysfurniture.co.uk

Carpets, vinyls
and hard flooring

Kitchens and
bathrooms

Bedroom
furniture

traditional upholstery
SALE NOW ON SALE NOW ON SALE

NOW
ON SALE NO

O

SA ON SALE NOW
ON SALE
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ON SALE NOW O

Bedsteads

Kitchens and
bathrooms

Kitchen and
dining furniture

F A R L E Y S
Established 1928 - Four Generations of Family Service & Quality

Modern and
traditional upholstery

SALE ON SALE
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UP TO 10% DISCOUNT
on all final quotations for our
extensive range of windows,
doors and conservatories.

“Top quality products fitted to the highest standard” Mrs Davies, Ramsgate

To add style and value to your home call
0800 195 0000 now for an appointment.

Or visit the showroom at
Newington Road, Ramsgate, Kent, CT12 6PP
www.elephantwindows.co.uk

News

TRANSPORT

Return to old stopping times 
would ease passenger woes  
ed.hill@archant.co.uk
By Ed Hill

MAINLINE train timetables should be reinstated 
to the same stopping patterns that ran before 
high-speed trains were introduced. 

That is one of the main recommendations of an 
in-depth report carried out by a panel of Canter-
bury City councillors, which says High Speed 1 
has brought a mix of pros and cons for east Kent.

While Canterbury West station has benefited 
from shorter train times to London via Ashford, 
other stations along the separate north Kent line 
running to Thanet have seen increases of around 
15 minutes because of trains stopping at more 
stations.

Chairman of the review panel Cllr Jenny Sam-
per said: “Some of these recommendations are in 
the power of the council and others we have to 
refer on to Southeastern and government, such 
as modifying the franchise.”

The report, approved by the council executive, 
says the stopping pattern of mainline trains trav-
elling to London stations such as Victoria and 
Cannon Street should be reinstated when there 
is a new franchise in 2014. This would make the 

journey time to Victoria from Herne Bay around 
80 minutes. 

Councillors also say mainline passengers who 
are delayed for more than 30 minutes should be 
able to use high-speed services without having 
to pay more. Another recommendation was the 
monitoring of classic and high-speed services 
should be separated to give a clearer picture of 
Southeastern’s performance.

Passenger groups, local authorities, and train 
companies were consulted for the report. 

Cllr Samper said: “There are some measures 
Southeastern could put in place that would im-
prove the situation. I hope the benefits will be 
more widespread, but I think anything is unlikely 
to happen before the change of the franchise.” 

A spokesperson for Southeastern said: “If 
mainline services are severely delayed then we 
do allow passengers to use high-speed rail at no 
extra cost. The stopping pattern is set by the      
Department of Transport. 

“Passenger journeys from London to Canter-
bury grew from approximately 190,000 in 2009, 
to well over 250,000 by the end of 2011.”
■ To read all the very latest news and sport 
headlines go to www.yourcanterbury.co.uk.

Letting
agents

Are you
part of

your local
property
portal?

Contact
list@homes
24.co.uk
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SAWN TIMBER
PLANED TIMBER
HARDWOOD
TREATED TIMBER

SHEET MATERIALS
FENCE PANELS
FENCING GATES
SLEEPERS 

QUALITY DECKING
TIMBER MOULDINGS
PAINTS & STAINS
IRONMONGERY

NAILS & FIXINGS
TOOLS
ELECTRICAL
INSULATION

SEALANTS & ADHESIVES
CEMENT
AGGREGATES

Visit our shop for:

01227 720537
www.winghamtimber.com

WINGHAM INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
GOODNESTONE ROAD,

WINGHAM, CANTERBURY,
KENT, CT3 1AR

Opening Hours: Mon-Fri: 8–5, Sat: 8.30–12.30 WINGHAM TIMBER & MOULDINGS LTD

Special Opening offer till end of April, 
with up to 30% off Lalegno Flooring

Visit our New Flooring Showroom

Quality oak flooring from £16.99 +VAT

available from stock



www.kentnews.co.uk week ending March 4, 2012 I 17 

News  for more pictures and news go to www.kentnews.co.uk

CENTENARY

Women and girls invited to join anniversary 
celebrations by recreating Channel crossing
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk

By Chris Murphy  PIONEER: Harriet Quimby, left, 
was the first woman to fly across 

the English Channel. Aerobatic star 
Pascale Alajouanine, right, will be 

among the women celebrating the 
anniversary of her achievement

IT’S been 100 years since the first 
woman flew across the English 
Channel, and to mark a century of 
female flight, a Kent airport is 
launching a major celebration.

Harriet Quimby was born in Ar-
cadia, Michigan, in America, and 
played a major role in getting wom-
en in to the cockpit. The journalist 
became interested in flying in 1910 
when she went to an airshow, she 
got her licence just a year later.

One year on from 
then, in the early hours 
of April 16, 1912, she 
took off from Dover in a 
Bleriot monoplane, tak-
ing 59 minutes to fly 
25 miles and landing 
safely on a beach at 
Hardelot-Plage, about 
20 miles from Calais.

This was just three 
years after Louis Bleriot 
famously became the 
first person to make the 
trip – but he did it in the 
opposite direction.

Sadly for Harriet at 
the time, there were 
few plaudits apart from 
the Daily Mirror which 
had sponsored the 
flight – as the Titanic 
had sunk just the day 
before, so stealing all 
the headlines.

Now there is a chance for the 
women and girls of Kent to follow 
in her vapour trail. Headcorn air-
field, near Maidstone, is celebrating 
the centenary in style.

On March 10 the Women Of Avi-
ation Worldwide is organising the 
fly-in, Across the Channel: Women 

Unifying Nations, which will take 
place simultaneously at Headcorn 
and Le Touquet Airport in France. 

This event, one of the many  
taking place worldwide during 
Women Of Aviation Worldwide 
Week, aims to encourage women to 
consider learning to fly.

Pilots from all 
around Europe and 
North America will fly 
across the English 
Channel with girls and 
women flying in a 
small aircraft for the 
first time. The fleet of 
aircraft will be diverse 
and include airplanes, 
seaplanes, helicopters, 
and even ultra-lights, 
organisers said.

Among them will be 
famous fliers like Can-
adair pilot Jane Plan-
chon, and aerobatic 
champion Pascale Ala-
jouanine.

Both airports have 
planned many free ac-
tivities including view-
ing and tasting of local 
products, discovery of 

aviation history, information about 
learning to fly and aviation oppor-
tunities available, test tries of avia-
tion products, and speeches by 
prominent aviation professionals.

For more information visit www.
WomenOfAviationWeek.org.

 Read more news and sport at 
www.yourmaidstone.co.uk.

CRIME

Yobs’ m-way 
bridge attack
POLICE have issued a warning 
about throwing objects from 
road bridges after a car on the 
M20 had its windscreen 
smashed last Saturday. 

The Toyota Rav 4 was at 
junction three on the London-
bound carriageway at 6.45pm 
when an object was hurled 
from the roadbridge above. It 
hit the windscreen of the car 
causing it to shatter. 

The driver, a woman in her 
20s, was unhurt.

Insp Nick Sparkes said: “This 
could have easily smashed the 
windscreen and struck the 
driver with disastrous conse-
quences. Throwing anything at 
a vehicle is irresponsible and 
malicious, but to throw some-
thing large from a bridge at a 
vehicle could kill someone.”

Find your 
perfect 

partner with

.co.uk
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Minimum prices payable: Immediate Cash Payments

Prices applicable until 6th March 2012

Unit 11-12 Canterbury Industrial Park, Island Road,
Hersden, Canterbury, Kent CT3 4HQ

Bright wire £4650 per tonne
New production

Brass Cuttings £3200 per tonne
Litho Sheets £1100 per tonne

Household Cable £1500 per tonne
Lead £1050 per tonne

All other non-ferrous metals
purchased for cash

Covering Thanet, Canterbury, Herne Bay, Whitstable, Sandwich, Deal, Folkestone, Dover & Ashford
Westwood Cross, Margate Road, Broadstairs CT10 2PR

Looking for a company you would 
recommend to your friends?

We are family run and have been manufacturing
& serving Kent for 35 years to both the trade

and to the public.
We manufacture on our premises.

• Windows • Doors • Conservatories
• Fascias • Soffits • Garage Doors

Competitive prices FREE estimates

Keep warm this winter
with Stroud's A Rated windows

ENTERTAINMENT

Lounge festival names first 
big acts as tighter security 
is promised in licence bid
chris.britcher@archant.co.uk
By Chris Britcher

A RING of steel will be thrown 
up around this year’s Lounge 
on the Farm music festival in a 
bid to calm the nerves of police 
and councillors.

As the first string of big 
names to perform at the three-
day event in July were un-
veiled, organisers confirmed 
details of the licence bid sub-
mitted to Canterbury City 
Council.

Festival chiefs re-applied fol-
lowing complaints over traffic 
and crime last summer.

It has now opted to work 
with local authorities in a bid 
to secure the long-term future 
for what has become one of the 
UK’s top boutique events.

Hotly tipped Brit Award win-
ner Emeli Sande joins the likes 
of legendary dance act Chic, 
drum and bass star Goldie, hip 
hop pioneer Roots Manuva, 
reggae star David Rodigan, The 

Wombats, and Mystery Jets. It 
takes place at Merton Farm in 
Canterbury on July 6-8.

A spokeswoman said: “The 
new licence detailed rigorous 
security structures, such as a 
new steel shield fencing sys-
tem, CCTV on key points of the 
site and a new security firm.

“There is also a new site plan 

that has been modified from 
previous years to allow for a 
bigger general camping area, 
more features and facilities for 
families and more space for 
campervans and toileting.

“We expect to hear back 
from the relevant bodies in 
mid-late March and are con-
tinuing with the organisation 
of the festival.” 

The council confirmed a 
meeting of the licensing com-
mittee would rule on the appli-
cation in the coming weeks. 
Covering just the 2012 event, 
it restricts capacity to 9,999; 
no bigger than last year.

Kent’s other major music 
festival, at the Hop Farm in 
Paddock Wood, is expected to 
announce its line up in the next 
few weeks. Last year it made 
headlines after staging the only 
UK show of Prince, it also fea-
tured Morrissey, Lou Reed, 
Iggy Pop and Patti Smith.

 Read news and sport at 
www.yourcanterbury.co.uk.

I’M LOUNGING: Emeli Sande

News  
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News

COMPETITION

Win treats for Mother’s Day 
with McArthurGlen Ashford
IN celebration of Mother’s Day on Sunday, 
March 18, McArthurGlen’s Ashford Designer 
Outlet is offering one Kent mum the chance 
to win a selection of teatime accessories 
from the Le Creuset Strawberry Tea Rose 
collection as well as a £50 McArthurGlen 
voucher to spend at the centre.

The winner will be able to enjoy a spot of 
retail therapy, updating her spring wardrobe 
with this season’s pastel colours and bold 
prints, while browsing more than 80 designer 
and high street fashion brands for up to 60 
per cent less. 

In addition, the winner can celebrate 
Mother’s Day, treating her guests to an array 
of teatime delights with this special range 
from Le Creuset which includes a three-tier 
cake stand, classic teapot, strawberry jam 
jar, fluted flan dish, and four matching mugs 
and plates. 

To be in with a chance of winning this 
competition and making your mum’s day 
extra special, just answer this question:

What day of the week is Mother’s Day?
a) Sunday
b) Monday
c) Tuesday
Send your answer on a postcard to 

Mother’s Day Competition, Archant KOS 
Media, Apple Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, 
Kent TN25 6SS. 

The closing date is March 12, 2012. Our 
usual terms and conditions apply.
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ALLBITS
Plumbing Supplies

Unit 60, John Wilson Industrial Estate,
Kent, CT5 3QT Whitstable 

Call us now: 01227 281648

ALL Prices Include
VAT at 20%

Opening Hours

Mon-Fri  7.30-5.30

Sat  9.00-4.00

GREAT OFFERS INSTORE...

Alliance Square
Bath Screen
6mm thick glass
Was £181
Now £70

Aqualisa Aspire
Thermostatic Shower
RRP £390 Now £250

New Range of
Pura Bathrooms
on Display Now

Ailsa Mono Basin
Mixer & PUW
RRP £61 Now £25

NEW! Royce Morgan
Free Standing Bath
Intro Offer 35% OFF
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Wedding Fair
at Whitstable Castle
Sunday 11th March 2012, 11am-4pm
Take in the delightful surroundings of
Whitstable Castle & Gardens and browse at

over 30 stalls
including
castle viewings dresses flowers
cakes photography transport

plus a free prize draw
for more information please visit ww w.whitstablecastle.co.uk

or call us on (01227) 281726

greenfields
shooting grounds

STAG/HEN PARTIES
WORK / FAMILY GROUPS
Save £25.00 per person on normal prices

Min 8 persons £40.00 for 25 shots £45.00 for 50 shots

Min 15 persons £40.00 for 50 shots includes full instructions,
use of guns, ammunition and hearing protection

For more information or to book, please call

01227 713 222
HAVE A GO Every Sunday Morning 25 shots with a qualified instructor for only £12.50

Greenfields Shooting Grounds, Sturry Hill, Sturry Nr Canterbury, Kent CT2 0NG
sales@greenfieldsshooting.co.uk     www.greenfieldsshooting.co.uk

News  

BUSINESS

Olympic hopes as airport 
opens horse travel centre
ed.hill@archant.co.uk

By Ed Hill

MANSTON airport has opened 
a new centre so it can be used 
to fly horses into the country –
and it could mean extra Olym-
pics business. 

The £250,000 Equine Bor-
der Inspection Post (E-BIP) can 
house up to 10 horses at one 
time and has a dedicated quar-
antine stable, with a separate 
inspection stable offering state-
of-the-art equipment.

Allan McQuarrie, group 
manager for freight develop-
ment at Manston, said: “The 
idea started around two years 
ago after enquiries from cus-
tomers. Our centre is virtually 
next to where the planes come 
in with the horses. Within five 
minutes the animal is in the in-
spection post so the vets can do 
their checks.”

The border post has to have 
a sterile area where vets can 
carry out blood tests and 
checks, along with paperwork.

The airport hopes to make 
the most of athe  growing mar-

ket in horse transport. 
Mr McQuarrie said: “You 

would be staggered by the 
amount of horses that fly. Polo 
teams, for example, can come 
from all around the world, 
bringing 40-50 horses at one 
time. There is also demand 
from horseracing.”

The airport hopes to attract 
customers away from Stan-
stead and Heathrow.

Mr McQuarrie said: “Our key 
selling point is that we subject 
the horse to the minimum 
amount of stress. From the air-
craft to the border post the dis-
tance is less than 300 metres 
and it is sheltered from aircraft 
activity by other buildings.”

The new facility was official-
ly opened by the wife of Thanet 
MP Sir Roger Gale, Lady Suzy 
Gale, who is a founder member 
of welfare charity Animals 
Worldwide. 

Manston has also commis-
sioned nearby Quex Livery to 
provide specialist horse han-
dling and clean-up services.

Although built to handle im-
ports, the airport has also used 
the facilities to export 45 po-
nies to Miami for the polo sea-
son, and 20 horses for the Qa-
tari royal family.

It hopes its location close to 
London will make it an attrac-
tive airport for Olympic teams. 
Equestrian events at the Lon-
don Olympics are taking place 
at Greenwich Park, only 58 
miles from the airport.

Mr McQuarrie said: “We be-
lieve Manston ticks all the box-
es with no slot restrictions and 
no congestion.”

The airport also expects the 
general market in airborne 
horse travel to increase. 

 More news and sport at 
www.yourthanet.co.uk.

QUARANTINE: The new equine 
centre can take up to 10 horses
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KENT REMEMBERED

TRAVEL GUIDE: Bradshaw’s 
has recently been republished

ON TRACK: Train travel has changed dramatically in the years since the guide was first published

Railway guide offers 
a 19th century view 
of towns and travel
AN historic travel book, made 
famous by a recent television 
series, has given us a glimpse of 
our towns in times gone by.

For the last few years former 
Tory cabinet minister Michael 
Portillo has been using the Vic-
torian travel guide Bradshaw’s 
to negotiate his way around 
the British Isles as part of a TV 
show looking at railways and 
19th century heritage.

Bradshaw’s Handbook is 
widely regarded as one of the 
first tourist guides ever pro-
duced, being published as the 
popularity of exploring by rail 
reached its peak.

Originally a producer of rail-
way timetables, George Brad-
shaw branched out with his 
handbook which included local 
attractions, sites of historic inter-
est, and advice on where to stay. 
Handily for the time, the details 
of the nearest telegraph station 
were also included.

Extremely famous in its day, 
the guide was frequently refer-
enced in literature. 

Perhaps the most famous ex-
ample is by Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle in the Sherlock Holmes 
story The Valley of Fear.

He wrote: “The vocabulary 
of Bradshaw is nervous and 
terse, but limited.” 

Other references include the 
Holmes story, The Adventure 
of the Copper Beeches; Lewis 
Carroll’s long poem Phantas-
magoria and – most unusually 
– Bram Stoker’s Dracula, which 
makes note of the vampire 
reading an “English Brad-

shaw’s Guide” as part of the 
preparations for his voyage to 
the country.

The 1863 edition of the book 
put Kent in the same section as 
Sussex, Hampshire, Devon, 
Dorset, the Channel Islands 
and the Isle of Wight.

Following the Portillo TV  
series – which has been run-
ning since 2009 – the book has 
just been reprinted in its origi-
nal form.

Margate – the location for 
the first bathing machine – was 
one of the most popular holi-
day resorts in Victorian times.

Bradshaw’s says it has a pop-
ulation of 8,874 and “steamers 
to London daily in summer, 
thrice weekly in winter”. Gar-
dener’s Royal and the White 
Hart are recommended as plac-
es to stay.

The guide states of the town: 
“There is not, in the whole 
range of our sea-side physiolo-
gy, a more lively, bustling place 

than this said Margate; albeit 
by those who are fettered down 
in said formalities and regard 
laughter as a positive breach of 
good breeding it is pronounced 
to be essentially and irredeem-
ably vulgar. 

“The streets are always a 
scene of continued excitement, 
and troops of roughish, ruddy-
cheeked urchins, escorted by 
their mamas or nursery-maids 
traverse every thoroughfare 
about the town from morning 
until night.”

The Sun or The Mitre are 
recommended for visitors to 
Chatham which, the guide 
states, has two fairs a year on 
May 15 and September 19, 
each lasting three days.

After a brief note on the na-
val dockyard it goes on to say: 
“Omnibuses run through Ro-
chester to meet every train and 
the Sheerness steamer touches 
here. Population 36,177 in-
cluding 7,000 or 8,000 dock-
yard-men and soldiers. Depots 
of marines, of several regiments 
of the line, and East India serv-
ice are stationed at Chatham.”

Visitors to Faversham, which 
has a market on Wednesday 
and Friday, are given a medie-
val history lesson: “It was a 
place of much note before the 
time of (King) Stephen who, 
however, built and endowed 
an abbey here for Cluniac 
monks and in which himself, 
his queen and his son Eustace 
were buried. 

“At the dissolution, Stephen’s 
remains were thrown into  
the river, for the sake of the 
leaden coffin in which they 
were contained.”

nick.ames@archant.co.uk

By Nick Ames
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Most days George feels lost
He has dementia

We understand dementia

We can help
01795 597431

www.avantecaresupport.org.ukAvante Care and Support is a registered charity
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OPINION

I want 
rural 
parts 
of the 
county 
to have 
the same 
as urban 
areas

Demand better broadband now
Broadband is great – if you can get it. KCC’s Cllr Kevin Lynes explains 
better internet could be on its way, but only if people say they need it
HOW many of us use the inter-
net every day?

The statistics show that in-
ternet use is going up all of the 
time. People are online for a 
huge variety of reasons. Every-
one, from teenagers to great 
grandmothers, is using Face-
book, Twitter and other social 
media.

Online gaming is hugely pop-
ular – whether it’s the Nintendo 
Wii, Xbox or Playstation 3.

Away from the leisure activi-
ties, there are thousands of 
children using the web every 
day for education, both in 
school and at home. While 
adult learners and university 
students also depend on it for 
their research.

Add to both of those the  
massive implications of online 
communication to business 
and it is easy to see why many 
people see broadband as an es-
sential utility – much like elec-
tricity or gas.

However, while some take 

broadband for granted, others 
feel the coverage is not as good 
as we would hope. 

Through makekentquicker.
com you could help to change 
that though.

Those missing out include 
teachers who cannot make the 
most of online resources, pro-
fessionals who find they are 
unable to work on the move, 
and even business owners who 
have to sit in a restaurant or 
lay-by to get work done – be-
cause these are the only places 
that they can access the broad-
band network.

This simply has to change 
and I am passionate about 
putting it right.

What I want to see is more 
Kent households and business-
es getting connections, and 
bringing superfast broadband 
to more of the county.

Already, the Government 
has matched KCC’s £10m com-
mitment to improving the in-
frastructure. Now it is all about 

showing the firms that provide 
broadband how much Kent 
needs improvements, which 
you can do on the website.

With the right support, we 
can show the broadband com-
panies that they need to get 
stuck in to Kent. I want to see 
Kent work, learn and play in a 
way that reflects the century 
we live in.

I want rural parts of the 
county to have the same ad-
vantages as urban areas. I 
want Kent businesses to be 
competitive whatever part of 
the county they are in. 

None of that, however, can 
be achieved without proving 
there is demand. And that is 
where the views of all Kent and 
Medway people will make the 
biggest difference.

The makekentquicker.com 
website is at the heart of a cam-
paign to prove demand and is 
the place to go and register that 
you want better broadband for 
the county.

What I would like to ask peo-
ple to do is go to the website 
and register to say they want 
better broadband. By register-
ing your desire to see improved 
broadband, you help us give 
the providers the nudge they 
need to recognise how impor-
tant the network is to Kent.

By getting their commit-
ment, we could see a total of 
£43m invested in broadband – 
bringing superfast broadband 
to 90 per cent of Kent and  
Medway properties, and at 
least 2mb speeds to the other 
10 per cent.

But if we don’t tell them we 
need better broadband, noth-
ing will happen and – despite 
the commitments of KCC  
and the Government – we 
won’t get the improvements.

Whether as a business own-
er, professional, parent or  
student, please get involved. 
Visit the makekentquicker.com 
website and help us prove that 
Kent needs better broadband.

KOS COMMENT
Yet again our farmers 
are facing a bleak year
FARMING is certainly an unpredictable 
profession – there are few industries 
that are so susceptible to the ups and 
downs of the weather.

Now Kent is in drought growers have 
to make the hard choice of whether 
it is worth planting acres of onions or 
potatoes if they cannot be irrigated.

And just as livestock prices are 
beginning to see an improvement after 
the disasters of foot and mouth and 
mad cow disease, they are hit by a new 
virus. The Schmallenberg bug causes 
horrendous deformities in unborn sheep 
and cattle and it has spread from Europe 
just as the lambing season begins.

Our farmers need help and we have  
to prioritise the production of food over 
so many other things we enjoy in life.

Fergus is just magic
THE story of Fergus Anckorn is a re-
markable one. While a a prisoner under 
the Japanese working on the Burma rail-
way the young soldier used his sleight of 
hand skills to get extra food for himself 
and his colleagues. His resourcefulness 
shows what magic can be achieved even 
in the most dire circumstances.
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Cameron must 
airport dream
THIS Boris Johnson pie in the 
sky pipe dream is just that. The 
Thames estuary airport will 
kill our villages, our towns.

On both sides of the water  
in Kent and Essex there are 
triple Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest – wetlands where 
migrating birds feed, plants, 
animals, and invisible micro-
organisms, which would be 
damaged for ever. 

The marsh is rich with life 
from Cliffe to the Isle of Grain, 
a truly lovely place.

This government is saying  
it is the greenest ever. So prove 
it Mr Cameron and drop Boris 
Johnson’s pipe dream.         

Robert Standing, by email

Wilson sets a 
‘fine’ example
YOUR article on Fergus Wilson, 
candidate for the new position 

of police commissioner, says 
speeding drivers are a good 
source of income, and gloated 
that £900 in fines had been 
collected when he requested a 
speed trap near his house. 

Yet he has had at least two 
speeding fines himself.

Mr Wilson says he does not 
know much about policing.  

He should have also added 
he does not know much about 
road safety. But I expect his 
remarks will be welcomed by 
speed camera partnership 
members, including the police.

Many young drivers are 
killed because of a lack of any 
proper road craft schooling. 

Those in charge think mind-
less obedience of speed limits is 
the highest form of driving skill, 
and those that don’t are a good 
source of income.   

Terry Hudson, Herne Bay

Government 
nose you know
THERE is a new – or perhaps 
revived – threat to our privacy; 

the hidden records of the 
database state. 

Alas, it now appears the 
Home Office is preparing to 
reincarnate its previously 
abandoned Intercept              
Modernisation Programme, in 
the form of a Communications 
Capabilities Development 
Programme (CCDP).

It is believed the CCDP will 
provide the Government with 
access, via internet service 
providers, to long-lasting 
records of all our internet 
communication, whether by 
email, social media websites 
and multi-player games. 

This is on top of the records 
already retained about our 
telephone use.

The Government’s belief in 
its entitlement to snoop on us 
has got completely out of hand 
in recent years and is entirely 
contrary to the spirit of Article 
12 of the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights and 
Article 8 of the European 
Convention on Human Rights, 
which both declare the right to 
privacy of correspondence.

There are occasions when it 
is necessary for the police to 
intercept communications, but 
these should be executed on a 
targeted basis with specific 
authorisation from the courts.

Routine unwarranted mass 
surveillance has no legitimate 
part to play in the workings of 
a modern liberal democracy.

Ian Taylor, Dover 
coordinator, NO2ID

Sorry, facts 
tell real story 
FOR ‘dogma’, look no further 
than Phil Grainger’s climate 
change denial and use of 
spurious unsupported claims 
(Letters, February 26). 

At least I try to back up my 
facts with sources which 
readers may check.

On record, he’s previously 
claimed the 17th century 
‘Bauche’ map shows Antarc-
tica as ice-free. Wrong – it does 
the opposite even showing 
icebergs. It’s the 15/16th 
century Piri Reis and Finaeus 

Maps that speculate on an ice-
free land, but they even get its 
position wrong.

Furthermore, tree ring and 
soil samples these, unless 
fossilised, largely only go back 
several thousand years. 

Many only provide local 
climate results and can be less 
reliable the further back.

It is polar ice cores, which 
go back tens of thousands 
years, that can be much more 
reliable given that atmospher-
ic gases and dusts migrate to 
the poles from around the 
globe; but these show just the 
natural changes until recently. 

Last year an urban heat 
study by Berkeley (USA) Earth 
Institute in 2011, set up to 
disprove global warming, 
actually found the opposite 
especially over the last 60 
years, and it’s head Prof Muller 
ditched his own scepticism.

Now a stark warning, 
signed by 18 past winners of 
the Blue Planet award (the  
eco Nobel prize) issued on 
Februray 20, 2012, on the 
40th anniversary of the UN 

Enviro’ programme stated: 
“(We) need a change to 
systems of governance or face 
3-5C global temp rises and risk 
climate, biodiversity and 
poverty crises that will spawn 
greater problems.”

Signatories include Prof Bob 
Watson, UK Gov’ eco-science 
advisor; NASA’s Prof James 
Hansen; and Prof Paul Ehrlich 
an expert on population issues. 

This links with what I’ve 
been saying on needed societal 
changes, but never mind me 
Mr Grainger, try running your 
denial and vague info past real 
experts, etc, such as the above.

Ray Duff, Folkestone

Green’s fight 
for the jobless
KENT Green Party does not 
support the Government’s 
approach to managing the 
economy or the deficit. It is 
creating unemployment which 
could be avoided.

We are disturbed the 
number of unemployed in the 
county has now reached more 
than 71,000. However the 
real figure may be more like 
150,000 as the TUC has 
pointed out official figures in 
the UK do not give a reliable 
picture of unemployment and 
underemployment.

150,000 people not able to 
realise their full potential is 
what this Government’s 
policies should really be 
addressing in our county.

Kent Green Party believes 
many useful green sector jobs 
could be created in Kent and 
Medway. A scheme of invest-
ment in jobs and apprentice-
ships could provide employ-
ment in insulating homes and 
minor construction for local 
community organisations.

Each council could direct 
schemes helping people into 
useful work while helping 
reduce the budget deficit as 
people pay taxes and national 
insurance.

By comparison, the 
Government’s misdirected cuts 
reduce public sector and 
private sector employment, as 
the loss of the spending from 
one public sector job means 
one private sector job will be 
lost too. 

We can do better than this, 
and Kent Green Party urges 
people to raise this matter  
with their MPs and local 
councils since, despite what 
the Coalition says, there are 
always alternatives.

Stuart Jeffery,
Maidstone

Feedback  Letters/emails/texts
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CONTACT US…

IF you have a business story 
or any news you think we 
should be covering in this 
section, reporter Nick 
Ames would like to hear 
from you. 
You can phone him on 
01303 817181 or  
alternatively email  
nick.ames@archant.co.uk.    

Drought in spotlight on minister’s visit  
THE drought being suffered  
in Kent came under the 
microscope during a ministerial 
visit to a top scientific site.

The work undertaken by 
scientists at East Malling 
Research (EMR) and the work 
of East Malling Trust, the UK’s 
largest independent funder of 
horticultural research, were 
given a ministerial vote of 
confidence and thanks during a 
visit by Lord Taylor of 
Holbeach, Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of State at 
the Department of the 
Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs (Defra).

He visited EMR as it was 
revealed that England and 
Wales could be heading for one 
of the driest winters on record, 
with the average winter rainfall 
being lower than the months 
preceding the 1976 drought.

Lord Taylor toured the 
centre to review a series of 
projects delivering irrigation 
science to support food 
production and reduce water 
consumption in horticulture. 

He was particularly 
interested in the development 
of new varieties of strawberry, 
better able to cope with 
drought conditions through 
understanding their genome, 
as well as new techniques for 
reducing water consumption 
while maintaining yields, 
quality and shelf-life.

Lord Taylor’s tour included 
the Unigro GroDome, the 
research centre’s secure 
containment facility; the 

glasshouses; and the post-
harvest Produce Quality 
Centre, operated in partnership 
with the University of 
Greenwich.

During his visit, Lord Taylor 
said: “East Malling Research 
has been at the forefront of 
many scientific advances in 
horticulture which have made 
an important contribution to 
the production of fruit and 
vegetables in the UK. 

“They have coupled this with 

working closely with growers 
to make sure their research is 
translated on-farm.

“We need to produce more 
food to feed a growing global 
population. Scientific research 
to improve food production, 
while protecting the 
environment, is crucial to 
meeting that challenge.”

Professor Peter Gregory, 
chief executive of EMR, 
outlined the vision behind the 
UK’s pre-eminent research 

institute for strategic and 
applied research, development 
and innovation in horticulture.

Professor Gregory said: “The 
issue of water consumption by 
horticulture and agriculture 
will inevitably rise up the 
political agenda over the 
coming months. 

“As a result it was very 
timely that we had the 
opportunity to brief Lord  
Taylor on our work and its 
implications for the UK, as well 
as overseas producers.

“East Malling is well placed 
to work with growers and the 
wider fresh-produce industry 
to adapt to climate change and 
to use resources such as  
water more efficiently through 
our research expertise in 
genetics and crop 
improvement, resource 
efficiency and pest and 
pathogen management. 

“Our work in the area of 
post-harvest storage is also 
fundamental to reducing the 
country’s levels of food waste 
throughout the food chain.”

FRUITFUL VISIT: Lord Taylor, third left, meets staff during his tour of East Malling Research

Chamber backs superstore plan  
to pay those on work experience 
nick.ames@archant.co.uk

By Nick Ames

MOVES by supermarket giant Tesco to pay  
work-experience placements referred through 
the Government’s controversial Jobcentre Plus 
scheme have won the backing of Kent Invicta 
Chamber of Commerce.

The company took the decision after a Twitter 
campaign attacked the original plans, which  
allowed companies to hire benefit-claimants on 
four-week work experience for no pay except 
their expenses and Job Seeker’s Allowance, 
which is £53.45 per week for under-25s.

The scheme was aimed originally at bringing 
the long-term unemployed back into a work  
environment, but campaigners said that if peo-
ple pulled out they risked losing their benefits.

One group, called Unfair Workfare, branded  
it “slave labour” and activists gatecrashed a  
Tesco store in protest.

Now, as well as offering pay, Tesco says it  
will guarantee a job to those who successfully  
complete the placement.

Jo James, chief executive at Kent Invicta 
Chamber of Commerce, said: “Nobody says you 
have to revel in your work – probably few of us 
do – but you do need to enjoy the proper rewards 
for your efforts to appreciate the full benefits. 
What keeps most of us at work are those rewards, 
not the threat of losing what little we have.

“Therefore, I am pleased that Tesco and others 
are revising their attitude to the scheme and  
adjusting it to reflect what appears to be pretty 
strong public opinion. 

“Everybody has to knuckle down to the present 
very trying economic austerity. The Govern-
ment is keen to insist we are all in this together.

“From a business perspective, it is heartening 
that major employers like Tesco are prepared to 
listen to public opinion and show a willingness 
to help young job-seekers in a positive fashion.”

Tesco says that about a fifth of the 7,000 new 
jobs it intends to create this year will go to people 
coming through the Jobcentre route.

Richard Brasher, Tesco UK chief executive, 
said: “We know it is difficult for young people to 
give up benefits for a short-term placement with 
no permanent job at the end of it.

“So this guarantee that a job will be available, 
provided the placement is completed satisfact-
orily, should be a major confidence boost for 
young people wanting to enter work.”

Ms James said she supported the principles  
behind the scheme: “Experience in the work  
environment is of benefit to young people  
who are struggling to get into permanent work 
placements. 

“The Government assures us that in many 
cases the work experience results in permanent 
employment, and if that is the case it must surely 
be a good thing. Equally, if future employment 
prospects are heightened by the work experience 
undertaken, that is a positive advantage. 

“Work experience, however, should be just 
that – experience of being at work – and the  
primary objective of working, for all of us, is be-
ing paid a suitable remuneration for that work.  

“To truly experience the benefits of working, 
young people should also be able to experience 
the satisfaction of feeling that they are making a 
contribution and of being in a position where 
they are not on benefits.”

JOBS: Jo 
James, of 
Kent Invicta 
Chamber of 
Commerce, 
says the 
change is  
a welcome 
boost for the 
unemployed

Picture: PAU
L JERREAT
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Great reclaimer builds a 
business from flotsam
DRIFTWOOD blown onto Kent’s beach-
es by the wind and tide is providing a 
thriving business for Robert Warne.

A builder by trade, known as “The 
Great Reclaimer”, he has been collect-
ing the timbers which once formed parts 
of ships, piers and breakwaters to create 
unique furniture and furnishings.

Examples of his work are currently on 
show at the Mariners Bar alongside the 
harbour in Ramsgate, where Warne 
also created the stand out piece of decor 
– the prow and stern of a fishing boat 
embedded in either side of an interior 
wall.

“I collect the wood from beaches, 
mainly in Thanet,” he said. “People will 
call me up if they think there is some-
thing I’d be interested in. Or I’ll take a 
look myself – it’s especially productive 
after a big storm.”

Chairs, tables, mirror frames and 
even the upstairs bar in the Mariners 
have been created by Warne.

“I’ve always made things out of items 
which have been discarded or that I 
have acquired,” he said. “I used to work 
with old industrial materials when I 
lived up in Yorkshire.

“Then I moved to Wales and first got 
interested in wood. The first lot I col-
lected lay in my garden for a year before 
I started to work with it.

“What attracts me about driftwood? 
Well it’s free for a start. And I’m inter-
ested in the sea-eaten material. The 
beauty is in the wood itself, all I do is put 
it together.

“You can’t buy what I make in a tim-
ber merchants. By the very nature of 
the wood – its shape and texture – eve-
rything I do is unique and a one-off.

“The wood itself can come from a 
number of sources and who knows how 
long it has been floating on the waves?

“Recently a couple of shipwrecks 

have been uncovered and their skele-
tons exposed by the shifting sands so 
some could originate there. 

“Then there are the remains of piers 

and groins and other sea defences.”
Warne started selling his creations at 

a market on Broadstairs seafront, where 
word of mouth built up his customer 
base. Now he has business from people 
across the south east and London as his 
reputation has grown.

“A lot of people who move to this area 
want something of the sea in their home 
and that has been a growing market for 
me,” said Warne.

“I was born in Toronto, Canada, and 
I’ve always been a drifter. I drifted east 
– a long way – and now I’m here in Kent 
and I’m really happy. In fact this might 
be my last port of call.”

nick.ames@archant.co.uk

By Nick Ames

Bus station is 

now fully open
CHATHAM’S Waterfront Bus 
Station is now operational 
and has become an impor-
tant part of the regeneration 
of the town centre, providing 
access to stores and firms.

Since its opening in the 
autumn it has also bought 
visitors to the area and so 
boosted the local economy 
– as well as providing a far 
more attractive gateway to 
the town.

Cllr Rodney Chambers, 
Medway Council leader, 
said: “This is a key part of 
the regeneration of Chatham 
town centre. It opens up the 
waterfront and helps with 
our aim of ensuring the area 
remains an important shop-
ping destination for people 
across the region.”

Engineering company FM 
Conway has been exten-
sively involved with the 
project, undertaking initial 
groundworks, foundations, 
drainage, ductwork and 
surfacing for the £7 million 
project, completed on behalf 
of Medway Renaissance and 
Medway District Council.

The businesses’ Civil Engi-
neering Division completed 
preparatory enabling works 
to prepare the site.

The teams installed a 
new underground pump-
ing chamber to redirect the 
path of sewage materials 
and installed 9,800m of 
blacktop asphalt surfacing 
and 4,800m of paving to the 
bus station as well as hard 
landscaping and surfacing 
adaptations to the adjoining 
road network, including The 
Brook and Globe Lane. 

The bus station uses 
global positioning systems 
(GPS) technology to track 
the progress of buses and 
provide up-to-the-minute 
arrival and departure times 
on digital display boards. 
FM Conway’s engineers 
installed new bespoke four 
and six inch under-surface 
communication ducting to 
carry electrical cables and 
information technology to 
each separate bus stand. 

Martyn Simms, project 
manager for FM Conway, 
said: “This was a large and 
prestigious project and 
required many specialists 
to work together to see the 
scheme completed.”

The new Chatham 
Waterfront Bus Station 
incorporates 19 bus stops, 
travel information and a 
ticketing centre with public 
toilets. The structure itself 
is covered with wooden 
cladding and an environmen-
tally green “living” roof to 
improve the aesthetics from 
high points around the town. 

TRANSPORT

State pension reform is needed now, says expert
AN expert has said the 
Government must not delay  
its planned overhaul of the 
State pension scheme.

So said Tim Mills, senior 
consultant at Tunbridge Wells-
based employee benefit 
consultancy Brunning 
Newman Houghton Limited 
(BNH), adding that politicians 
have become reticent about a 
subject which is of great 
importance to almost 
everyone in Britain.

Mr Mills said: “I cannot help 
but notice that the politicians 
have gone strangely quiet on 
the pension front since the 
Department for Work and 
Pensions’ dramatic announce-
ment in April 2011, when it 
wheeled out proposals for an 
overhaul of the current State 
pension system entitled: A 

State Pension for the 21st 
century.

“At that stage the momen-
tum for reform seemed 
unstoppable. The logic was 
irrefutable. Promise everyone 
a decent state pension, scrap 
the confusing state second 
pension and make it clear 
there would be no more credit 
or top-ups of any kind.”

He added that this would 
signify the end to the often 
humiliating and incomprehen-
sible means testing, and most 
importantly, those who saved 
privately or with their employer 
would be rewarded rather than 
punished for their thrift.

Mr Mills continued: “In the 
intervening period the deathly 
silence on the issue suggests it 
is in danger of being kicked into 
the political long grass as 

perhaps too difficult. We have 
heard some self-interested 
comments from representa-
tives of the public sector 
pension schemes where these 
changes might reduce 
members’ take-home pay by 
around one per cent, which 
would presumably cause some 
(more) industrial unrest.

“Inevitably, this change 
would produce winners and 
losers: the current generation 
of pensioners will not be 

included. It is regrettable that 
the Government cannot make 
these changes for all but I do 
not believe that should stop 
legislation to bring about 
reform in the medium term.”

Mr Mills believe Pensions 
Minister Steve Webb summed 
the issues up perfectly in April 
2011, when he said: ‘The 
complexity of the current state 
pension system is a major 
barrier to saving’. 

The consultant adds that 
both the pensions industry and 
instinctively most consumers 
see this complexity too.

He continued: “I also feel 
Joanne Segars, chief executive 
of the National Association of 
Pension Funds was right when 
she said: ‘A simpler, more 
generous state pension is a 
win-win that could lift millions 

out of poverty without hitting 
the taxpayer’s pocket. Those 
who are disadvantaged by the 
current system, like women 
and the self-employed, will be 
better off.

“A revamped state pension 
would enable everyone to see 
that there is a clear foundation 
for their retirement, and that it 
pays to save. They can then 
build on this through their own 
pension and savings.

“From my standpoint the 
proposed changes to State 
pensions should be integral to 
the forthcoming Workplace 
Pension Reform (WPR) 
legislation later this year. With-
out it, advisers will have to be 
careful to check whether an 
individual will benefit from 
being enrolled into their 
employers’ pension scheme.”

TIME FOR 
CHANGE: 
Tim Mills

DRIFTER: Robert Warne compares  
himself to the materials used in his work
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Barclays app could change 
the way people shift cash
nick.ames@archant.co.uk

By Nick Ames

BARCLAYS has launched Europe’s first person-
to-person service for sending and receiving  
money using mobile-phone numbers. 

Barclays Pingit allows users to receive and 
send money, for free, to anyone with a UK          
current account and UK mobile-phone number, 
simply by using that mobile number without the 
need to share bank details. 

The Barclays Pingit service will be available to 
current-account customers of all UK banks and 
building societies, not just those with Barclays 
current accounts. 

At launch, only Barclays current-account   
customers will be able to send money via the 
app, but all current-account customers will be 
able to register online to receive money. The app 
will be available to all by early March. 

The free service links the user’s current account 
with their mobile-phone number. This enables 
payments to be sent directly to that account but 
without the sender needing to know anything 
more than the recipient’s mobile-phone number. 

Money is sent using the Faster Payments  
service. To send money, customers can use the 
free Barclays Pingit app available on iOS,  
Android and Blackberry, or they can register  
online to receive payments. 

Transfers are as safe as any other banking 
transaction and the app is protected by a five-
digit passcode, set by the user.

It is expected this will prove particularly popu-
lar for friends and family sending money to each 
other. Barclays Pingit can also be used by some 
small-business customers of Barclays and other 
banks, for example sole traders such as window- 
cleaners or plumbers, meaning customers can 
pay them quickly, easily and securely. 

Antony Jenkins, chief excutive of Barclays  

Retail and Business Banking, said: “Barclays 
Pingit could revolutionise the way people send 
and receive money. 

“For friends splitting the cost of dinner, repay-
ing a borrowed £10 or people sending money to 
a son or daughter at university, it’s free, quick, 
convenient, secure and easy to use. You can 
send and receive money in seconds, without 
having to enter account details.

“We’re committed to making customers’ lives 
much easier, giving them more choice in how 
they manage their money, and Barclays Pingit 
absolutely does that. 

“But it is not just Barclays customers who 
benefit as it’s available to current-account cus-
tomers of all the other UK banks, too. I’m sure 
we’ll soon be wondering what we did before it.” 

The Barclays Pingit app can be downloaded 
for free now from the Apple App Store, Black-
Berry App World and Android Market. Currently 
only Barclays current-account customers can 
use the app to send money, but a second release 
of the app, available soon, will enable non- 
Barclays current-account customers with smart-
phones to register via the app and send money. 

UK current-account customers of any bank 
can register to receive payments with a UK  
mobile-phone number at www.barclays.co.uk/
pingit regardless of what type of mobile phone 
they use.

EASY OF USE: Barclays Pingit should be popular

Expansion plans are   
a job boost for town 
JOBS are being created in Ashford as one of  
the town’s manufacturing companies puts 
expansion plans into action.

CCL Label is increasing its manufacturing 
capability at its Foster Road plant to meet a 
growing need for its specialist products – and it 
is using one of the town’s oldest established 
building firms to carry out the work.

Epps Construction began work this month on 
the 1,700-square-metre extension, which is set 
to create at least 15 new jobs and has been 
designed by Ashford’s RDA Architects.

The specialist labelling company has been in 
Ashford since 1990, initially as part of the Inprint 
group that was acquired by CCL Label in 2005. 
The company provides a range of labels and 
information leaflets for the pharmaceutical, 
clinical-trial and agrochemical markets.

It employs more than 150 staff at its building, 
with the majority of jobs being taken by local 
people.

“Although we serve the UK market, 85 per 
cent of our output is exported, principally into 
mainland Europe, which is why our location  
here in Ashford, with its good transport links,     
is so important,” said European marketing       
coordinator Claire Richardson.

CCL Label is a global market leader in 
labelling, with 60 sites worldwide. CCL Label 
Ashford – a premier site within the company – is 
one of the leading UK producers of Expanded 
Content Labels – multi-page booklet-style 
labels that can be opened up to reveal additional 
information.

MANUFACTURING
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Tunbridge Wells Supermarket
Longfield Road, Tunbridge Wells, TN2 3EY

Tel: 01892 794200
Opening Times... 

Monday 8am - 8pm 
Tuesday 8am - 8pm 
Wednesday 8am - 8pm 
Thursday 8am - 9pm 
Friday 8am - 9pm 
Saturday 8am - 8pm 
Sunday 10am - 4pm

At this store... 
Disabled Facilities • Baby Changing 

George • Photo Department 
In Store Collection

ASDA support this feature

Care Workers
ROCHESTER, GILLINGHAM, STROOD, WALDERSLADE, TWYDALL, LORDSWOOD

• Competitive rates of pay • 28 days’ paid annual leave (pro rata)
• Flexible working hours • No previous experience necessary
• Weekend and morning hours available • Good written and spoken English
• Free training to HSC Level 2 Diploma

London Care is a leading provider of care support services to vulnerable older people and children 
with disabilities living in their own homes.

For an application form contact the central recruitment team on 0208 795 6555
or e-mail: recruitment@londoncare.co.uk

London Care is an Equal Opportunities Employer

London Care Supports 'Know Your Place' Feature

www.londoncare.co.uk
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FRANCHISING 

DEVELOPMENT

Young people 
can connect at 
summer events
YOUNG people in Kent and Medway are 
being given the opportunity to spend a 
summer full of adventure and excitement, 
learning new skills, making new friends 
and even improving their CV with an 
exciting array of activities. 

CXK (formerly Connexions Kent & 
Medway) is delivering National Citizen 
Service, which offers young people aged 
15 and 16 the chance to take on 
adventurous challenges and put 
something back into the community 
through a social-action project. 

Working in partnership with the National 
Youth Agency and O2 Think Big, CXK has 
been awarded 736 places, which are now 
up for grabs for 2012 year-11 leavers who 
either live or attend school in Kent.

For 17 days between June and August, 
young people will get to take part in a 
range of events, including a fun-packed 
five-day residential experience away  
from home featuring outdoor activities, 
inspirational speakers and a social-action 
festival celebrating the positive 
contribution young people can make to 
society.

On their return home, they’ll be making 
a real impact in the community by 
organising their own social-action project, 
supported by O2 Think Big.

And when it all ends, they’ll get the 
chance to meet prospective employers 
and colleges, finding out about training 
and volunteering opportunities. 

What’s more, NCS graduates will be 
invited to an event at The O2 in London to 
celebrate their achievements with a night 
of music, dance and entertainment.

Lauren Anning, head of delivery support, 
said: “This is a fantastic opportunity for 
young people to take part in an exciting 
new adventure as well as learn new skills 
that will equip them for the future.”

NCS aims to promote a more cohesive, 
responsible and engaged society by 
bringing young people from different 
backgrounds together to make a 
difference in their communities.

Those taking part will learn practical 
skills, meet new people, improve their 
self-confidence, increase independence 
and be supported to make a positive 
transition to further education, 
employment or training. 

For the whole experience, including the 
residential accommodation, food, 
transport and certificate for programme 
completion, not forgetting the celebration 
party, the organisers just ask for a £50 
voluntary contribution, with bursaries 
available on request.

For more information, phone CXK  
on 01622 683155 or email info@cxk.org. 
You can also complete an application form 
at www.connexionskentandmedway.co.uk.

FRANCHISING is a way for indi-
viduals to do business by them-
selves while at the same time  
having the backing of a large org- 
anisation behind them.

A franchise is a right granted to 
an individual or group to market a 
company’s goods or services within 
a certain territory or location. 

Franchising is most commonly 
associated with fast-food outlets – 
but there are many different types 
of franchises available today, in-
cluding catering and restaurants, 
automotive, cleaning and main-
tenance, health and fitness, finan-
cial services and pet-related fran-
chises, to name just a few. 

Some franchises can be operated 
from home, others require a store – 
while some just need a vehicle.

For anyone thinking about buy-
ing into a franchise system, it is  
important that they understand  
exactly how franchising works, 
what fees are involved and what  
is expected of them from the fran-
chise company. 

An individual who purchases 
and runs a franchise is called a 

franchisee. They buy a franchise 
from the franchisor. 

And after the deal is created, the 
franchisee must follow certain rules 
and in most cases an ongoing  
franchise royalty fee, as well as an 
up-front, one-time franchise fee to 
the franchisor. 

Franchising has become one of 
the most popular ways of doing 
business in today’s marketplace.

Today, franchising is helping 

thousands of individuals be their 
own boss and own and operate 
their own business. 

It allows entrepreneurs to be in 
business for themselves but not by 
themselves. 

There is a much higher likelihood 
of success when an individual opens 
a franchise as opposed to a totally 
self-created business, since a prov-
en business formula is in place. 

The products, services and busi-

ness operations have already been 
established, too. 

There are many advantages to 
buying a franchise. Among these 
are corporate image, training and 
savings in time.

The corporate image and brand 
awareness of the company is al-
ready established and consumers 
are always more comfortable  
purchasing items from a familiar 
name or company they trust. 

For training the franchisor usu-
ally provides extensive support to 
the franchise-owner to ensure staff 
live up to the brand reputation. 

As for time, since the franchise 
company already has the business 
model in place, you can simply fo-
cus on running a business. 

There is good reason franchising 
has been around for decades. 

It is a great way for individuals to 
own and operate their own busi-
ness. Those who are thinking about 
buying a franchise should do their 
homework, research the company 
and consult a franchise consultant 
or franchise legal adviser before 
making a final commitment.

FRANCHISING

Work for yourself…  but 
don’t be left by yourself

HAPPY TO HELP: Franchises are typically associated with the fast-food industry, but they are also common in other fields, including health and fitness
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Free training for 
young people
YOUTH charity the Prince’s Trust is calling on 
unemployed young people from Kent to join a 
new course to help them into work. 

This comes as more than one-in-four young 
people in the county are unemployed.

The Trust is looking for 18 to 25-year-olds to 
take part in its free two-week ‘get into facilities 
management’ programme, running in Canter-
bury from March 19. 

The vocational training course is suitable for 
young people who are interested in a career in 
facilities management at a university, hospital or 
hotel. Running in partnership with UPP (Univer-
sity Partnership Programmes) and the Univer-
sity of Kent, it will give participants the chance 
to gain work experience in general maintenance, 
housekeeping and customer service.  

Throughout the course, young people will take 
part in activities to build their skills and 
confidence. Participants will also receive 
ongoing mentoring support after the course to 
help them get a job. Last year, more than three 
in four young people helped by the Prince’s 
Trust moved into work or training. 

Information days for those interested in joining 
the course take place between March 5-7. For 
details or to book a place on an information session 
call Harj Sangha, text FM to 07795 166355, or 
email harj.sangha@princes-trust.org.uk.

Butchers prove 
to be a cut above
ONE of the city’s top butchers shared their 
experience and tricks of the trade with catering 
students at Canterbury College.

Jim Williams and Jason Stokes from 
Wincheap Butchers gave a butchery demonstra-
tion to nearly 40 BTEC catering and hospitality 
students.

Mr Williams, who owns the business, and Mr 
Stokes, a cutter, demonstrated how to prepare 
specific cuts and joints of pork, and the impor-
tance of selecting the right joint for the right 
cooking process.

Following the demonstration, students 
Alister Curtis and Will Dougal were chal-
lenged to create a pork dish in an hour. They 
cooked up a roasted pork fillet on an artichoke 
rosti, with sweet potato mash and an apple 
scented jus.

Canterbury College’s catering department 
has worked with Wincheap Butchers for many 
years, and Mr Williams and Mr Stokes are well-
known faces to students and staff as respected 
local professionals.

The Wincheap duo have invited the students 
to watch trained butchers prepare other animals 
for sale at their shop in Wincheap High Street.

Training, courses and careers

WORK PROGRAMME: Medway Council’s Cllr Jane Chitty and apprentice Nigel Wren

New apprentice Nigel is    
success number 600
WITH record number of young-
sters in the jobless queue, a 
scheme in Medway is fighting 
back and has announced its 
600th success.

Employ Medway helps job-
seekers land a job and has been 
a major success, the council 
said.

Nigel Wren from Strood was 
recruited as an apprentice brick-
layer on the Rochester Riverside 
housing development.

The 23-year-old had been af-
ter any sort of work for almost 
four years, before he went to 
the centre in High Street, 
Chatham, last October.

Just 10 weeks later, he land-
ed his new role working for 
Owen Contractors Ltd.

He said: “I was al-
ways looking for 
a job but 
c o u l d n ’ t 
seem to get 
one for 
years. In 
the end I 
d i d n ’ t 
think I was 
ever going 
to find work.

“Then my 
advisor at Em-
ploy Medway told 
me about this appren-
ticeship and introduced me to 
Zoe at the Skills and Employment 
Centre at Rochester Riverside.

“I really hoped I had a chance 
but wasn’t confident. Zoe helped 
me get through an interview and 
arranged a work trial with Owen 
Contractors Ltd. 

“I always wanted to work in 
construction because I like be-
ing outdoors and like making 
things. This apprenticeship has 
given me a real chance to get 
on in life.”

His apprenticeship takes two 
years, during which he will be 
based on site and spend one 
day a week studying a diploma 
and NVQ in bricklaying at Mid-
Kent College in Maidstone.

Being tooled up for building 
work helps, and the scheme 
made sure Nigel got a good 
start by supplying him with 
tools worth £75 from the coun-
cil’s EU funded SUCCES project.

Owen Contractors director 
George McAllister, said: “It’s 
great to have an apprentice on 
board and we’re looking for-
ward to showing Nigel the 
ropes and getting him involved 
in the project here at Rochester 
Riverside.”

The contractor will gain a 
£2,000 subsidy towards Nigel’s 
training costs as part of the 
council’s apprenticeship subsi-
dy scheme, GAPs.

Funding for the £200,000 
scheme, launched last 

October to help 
businesses with 

an apprentice’s 
wage or 

t r a i n i n g 
costs, is 
split be-
tween the 
c o u n c i l 
and the In-

terreg 2 
Seas pro-

gramme,  part 
funded by the 

European Regional 
Development Fund.

The council’s apprenticeship 
schemes have also seen more 
than 250 apprenticeships creat-
ed at local businesses over the 
past year, through both the sub-
sidy scheme and the national 
100 in 100 apprenticeship cam-
paign, which created more than 
190 trainee positions.

The Employ Medway Advice 
Centre was launched in Sep-
tember, 2009, and as well as 
helping jobseekers, has provid-
ed over 800 people with train-
ing on basic IT, interview and 
CV skills.

Medway businesses can also 
benefit from the council’s Start-
up grants and Partners for 
Growth loans for small firms.

What is your business doing to help Keep Kent Working?Do you send employees on 
training courses to aid their      

personal development or run    
apprenticeship schemes? If you 
have a good news story email 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk or call us on 01303 817136.
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Nacro are offering free educational and training 

courses for 16-18 year olds. We can offer immediate 

starts in the following areas:

N
ac

ro

Training
Contact us at: 

Kent 

ME4 6BA

Tel: (01634) 818305

or Text "KOS" to: 

07973440756 or 

07870265553
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APPRENTICESHIPS

Learning on the job can 
help build your future
APPRENTICESHIPS and job oppor-
tunities are hot topics at the  
moment as various Government 
schemes come under the micro-
scope and the issue of youth  
unemployment creates widespread 
concern.

Learning and training are ex-
tremely important areas where 
schools, colleges, business and local 
authorities can work together for 
the benefit of all.

The Coalition Government re-
cently announced a  new initiative, 
led by Deputy Prime Minister Nick 
Clegg, which  will  put £126 million 
into a scheme aimed at encourag-
ing NEETS (teens who are not in 
education, employment or train-
ing) to obtain some form of work  
or education. 

Forming part of the Govern-
ment’s youth contract scheme to 
address growing youth unemploy-
ment, it aims to provide businesses 
and charities with the chance of  
applying for up to £2,200 of fund-
ing to employ them.

With youth unemployment  
hitting 1.04 million in December 

2011, it is vital to take action and 
ensure these more important 
years in a young person’s  
career are not squandered.

Meanwhile, a commission 
chaired by Labour’s David 
Miliband has called for co-
ordinated action to ad-
dress the lack of leadership 
in addressing hot-
spots of youth un-
employment.

The report, 
commiss ioned 
by Acevo, the 
voluntary and 
charity groups 
organisation, 
suggests the 
G o v e r n m e n t 
needs to re-
vamp the De-
partment For Work 
And Pensions work 
programme so that it 
addresses more ur-
gently the tens of 
thousands of young 
unemployed – with 
one of the main ar-

eas being addressed by all parties.
Young people need to be  
16 or over to apply for an 

apprenticeship. Entry re-
quirements will depend 
on the apprenticeship 
they want to do and 
there are three levels:

 Intermediate (equiv-
alent to five good GCSE 
passes).

 Advanced level 
(equivalent to two 
A-level passes).

 Higher appren-
ticeships (lead to 
qualifications at 
NVQ level 4 or, in 
some cases, a foun-
dation degree).

Depending on 
grades in GCSE 
maths and Eng-

lish, applicants may 
need to take a liter-

acy and numeracy 
test.

Young people 
aged 16-24 who 

need to improve their 

skills to get an apprenticeship might 
be able to join the Access To Ap-
prenticeship scheme. 

This is run by the National  
Apprenticeship Service and helps 
young people deal with the disci-
plines and routines of the work-
place.

A new national minimum wage 
of £2.60 per hour for apprentices 
was introduced on October 1, 
2011. This applies to all apprentic-
es aged under 19 and apprentices 
aged 19 or over in the first year of 
their apprenticeship.

Any person already doing an ap-
prenticeship with an employer 
should continue to get a weekly 
wage of at least £95. If they work in 
agriculture, the minimum wage 
may be different.

Many employers tend to pay 
more as apprentices develop their 
skills. Research has found that the 
average apprentice takes home 
about £170 per week. 

Like most other employees, ap-
prentices get at least 20 days’ paid 
holiday per year and bank holidays, 
too.

FULL MARKS

EDUCATION

Boarding could 
be just the thing 
for your child’s 
school needs
DID your child get into their school of 
choice? If they didn’t, consider us.

The Duke of York’s Royal Military 
School is a co-educational full state 
boarding school for 11- to 18-year-olds.  
This means that you will only pay for your 
child’s boarding care as the Government 
pays for their education. A total of £9,750 
a year includes all of your child’s boarding, 
meals, laundry and exams, offering real 
value for money.  

Established for more than 200  
years, your son or daughter will enjoy  
a high quality of pastoral care with us  
and also benefit from a supportive 
boarding community.  

Located between Dover and  
Canterbury and set in 150 acres of 
beautiful countryside, we combine 
traditional values, a military ethos  
and outstanding academic results  
with modern teaching and sport.  

Our sports facilities include a swimming 
pool, gym, running track and rugby and 
cricket pitches, as well as a shooting 
range and outdoor assault course.  

We are proud of our pupils’ academic 
achievements. The school’s GCSE results 
are double the national average: in 2011, 
93 per cent of pupils gained five or more 
GCSE grades A*-C or equivalent, including 
English and mathematics, with more than 
95 per cent passing at A-level. 

On top of this, more than 90 per cent of 
our students choose to go on to university.

With a focus on leadership, self-
discipline, respect and teamwork and 
ceremonial parades, the Duke of  
Edinburgh Awards Scheme and Combined 
Cadet Force activities are at the heart of 
the school. As it is full boarding, your child 
will never be bored as they are kept busy 
with more than 70 clubs and activities 
from which to choose. 

Kay Pott, who has a son attending the 
school, said: “The school has been 
fantastic. We are over the moon with the 
way they’ve brought our son on – we can’t 
praise them enough. 

“We feel he’s done better academically 
than he would have done at another 
school. He’s good at sport and has been 
on trips aboard to Spain, South Africa  
and America. 

“I really value the school’s ethos – they 
instil respect for yourself and others and 
build up the pupils’ self-esteem in 
different ways so the children become 
confident young men and women.”

The school, which became an academy 
last year, has been awarded £24.9m to 
transform boarding houses and teaching 
facilities. In 2010, it received £9.5m from 
academy sponsor the Ministry of Defence 
to build a sixth-form boarding house. The 
academy’s specialisms are science, 
sports, music and outdoor education.

• Visit www.doyrms.com for more 
information.

IN THE WORKPLACE: Apprenticeships offer a wonderful opportunity for unemployed young people to kick-start their careers and learn crucial skills, too
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Showroom Demonstrator
• Location: Aylesford Maidstone
• Job Type: Part Time, Saturday 9-5 Sunday 10-4, Bank Holidays.
• Categories: customer service, demonstrator
• Closing Date: 12/03/2012
Description
SLIDEROBES® goal is to make its customers happy by helping them
transform their space. Our products are value-for-money, expertly designed
and tailor-made for our customers' needs. We work together to deliver the
friendliest, least hassle and most professional service in the market for our
customers.
We are seeking a Part time Showroom Demonstrator to join our Maidstone
showroom team.

Role Responsibilities
The role involves:
• Being the first point of contact for customers when they visit or call the

showroom.
• Identifying customer needs and demonstrating how SLIDEROBES®

storage solutions can meet these, aiming to secure qualified homedesign
appointments for the team of Designers.

• Working to the SLIDEROBES® standards to ensure that we deliver the
friendliest, least hassle and most professional service in our market.

Essential Criteria
Personal profile:
• Previous experience in demonstrating or selling is desirable, but not

essential. You will need to have a friendly, out-going personality and be
genuinely interested in people.

• Naturally, good, all round communication skills are required.
• We have a strong team working ethos in our business so you will need to

be an organised, focused team player, willing to go the extra mile to
ensure the team achieves its goals.

• You will be confident in using basic IT (we will give you great training in
how to use our systems).

• You will need to be flexible in your approach to work, willing and able to
work weekends and Bank Holidays.

This is a fantastic opportunity to join a growing business, who will invest
time and money in your personal development to ensure you are fully
equipped to help make our customers happy.

Interested? Forward your CV for immediate consideration to:
Maidstone@Sliderobes.com marked for the attention of 
Paul Devlin or send by post to Unit 3cDeacon Trading Estate,
Forstal Road, Aylesford ME20 7SP

Crème  Group Hair Salon

Experienced Stylist/
Senior Stylist*
EMPLOYED POSITIONS

AVAILABLE
We employ our Stylists and guarantee

your working hours which means 
Guaranteed Monthly Pay + Commission!
Paid Holidays!
No more Tax and NI worries!
You don't get sent home on quiet days!

If you are a true professional and want
to join a modern quality driven Salon 

please send your cv to:
info@cremegroup.com now

or see our website
www.cremegroup.com

for more information
*Minimum 2 yrs Salon experience required

Crème Group
14 Military Road Chatham

Tel 01634 757337

Childcare Co-ordinator (Job Ref: EDS/668)
Grade: B1 - Salary: £22,958 - £30,851 per annum
Hours: Full time 
Location: Based at Blossoms Day Nursery
Wayfield Children's Centre
Wayfield Road, Chatham, Kent ME5 0HH
The governors are seeking to appoint a knowledgeable, motivational, enthusiastic
and hard working person to manage their Day Nursery at Wayfield Children's
Centre.

Blossoms Day Nursery is a 33 place nursery for children aged between 2 and 5
years old. The Nursery is open between the hours of 8:30am and 5pm for 52
weeks a year.

A new Childcare Co-ordinator is required to manage and co-ordinate the childcare
provision and practices within the Children's Centre and to manage the staff team,
volunteers and students involved in the nursery.

This is a fantastic opportunity to join a dynamic nursery and Children's Centre
Team and to further you career.

Candidates are strongly encouraged to visit the centre.

Our Children's Centre is committed to the safeguarding and welfare of our
children. All appointments will be subject to a satisfactory Enhanced CRB
Disclosure and satisfactory references.
For more information, or an application pack, please contact Sue Arnold on
01634 336350.
Only short-listed candidates will be contacted.
Closing Date: 9 March 2012
Start Date: As soon as possible

LSC Debt Advice Caseworker
Hours: 37.5 hours per week 
Location: Medway
Salary: Up to £21,000 per annum 

depending on experience
Is salary pro rata? No
Type of contract: Fixed term 
Medway Citizens Advice Bureau is seeking a well organised, enthusiastic Caseworker
to join our successful LSC Team. You will need to be a qualified LSC Money Advice
Caseworker, able to deal with complex debt cases with the ability to manage your
own workload, whilst being able to meet the projects challenging casework targets. 
For application forms please contact:
Email: carmen@cabmedwayadvice.org.uk
Telephone no: 01634 383760
Address: Kingsley House, 37-39 Balmoral Road, Gillingham, Kent, ME7 4PF
Closing date: 7th March 2012 
Closing time: 5:00pm
Interview date: Week beginning 12th March 2012

Accident Repair Engineer (VDA)
Full time / Canterbury / £  Competitive

A B Crush Panelcraft are a large family run bodyshop based in the
South East close to Canterbury, dealing with motor manufacturers,

dealers, insurance companies and the general public.
We are currently looking for a full time bodyshop Engineer to estimate

damage to new and used vehicles.
The applicant should hold a current ATA VDA qualification.

You will need to demonstate a strong understanding of vehicle design and
technology, and the body industry as a whole.
You must also hold a full clean driving licence.

Excellent IT and communication skills are essential including a good understanding of the
latest Audatex programmes, plus proven competency as a motor estimator / engineer

Extensive coaching and training will be provided to enable you to deliver
comprehensive Audatex estimates to our customers.

We offer a competitive salary.
For further information please take a look at our web page.

To apply please forward your CV by email.
www.abcrush.co.uk • jobs@abcrush.co.uk

A B Crush Panelcraft
Five Oaks Business Park, Geddinge Lane, Wooton, Canterbury, Kent, CT4 6RY.

Approved by leading insurance companies & vehicle manufacturers
PAS 125 : Structural aluminium, steel and composites : Kitemark KM 532081

' WE PUT THEM BACK THE WAY THEY WERE BUILT '
NO AGENCIES PLEASE

EARN EXTRA MONEY
Join my AVON team today!

Call Sharon
01474 540018

Independent Sales Leader

BENECARE INDEPENDENT
FOSTERING AGENCY

We are looking for a suitably experienced
FOSTER PANEL ADMINISTRATOR

to join our Sevenoaks Office. This is a full time
position and is primarily office based. 
Salary is dependent upon experience.

Contact: Steve Richmond on 
07710 145802 or 01732 740088
e-mail: sr@benecareltd.co.uk
www.benecarefostering.co.uk

 

 

    

 
 

www.londoncare.co.uk

Care Workers
ROCHESTER, GILLINGHAM, STROOD,
WALDERSLADE, TWYDALL, LORDSWOOD

• Competitive rates of pay
• Flexible working hours
• Weekend and morning hours available
• Free training to HSC Level 2 Diploma
• 28 days’ paid annual leave (pro rata)
• No previous experience necessary
• Good written and spoken English

London Care is a leading provider of care
support services to vulnerable older people and
children with disabilities living in their own homes.

For an application form contact the central
recruitment team on 0208 795 6555 or
e-mail: recruitment@londoncare.co.uk

London Care is an Equal Opportunities Employer

TO ADVERTISE:
TELEPHONE: 01303 817040
FAX: 01303 817004
EMAIL: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk

Fill your job
vacancies fast
To advertise in this
section call: 01303 817040
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Please apply in writing with your CV and covering letter to:

Dawn Coady, Group Recruitment Manager, 
Prospect House, Rouen Road, Norwich NR1 1RE
or email dawn.coady@archant.co.uk KOS MEDIA

If you are a highly driven, confident, self-
motivated team player with good
communication skills, who is able to work
under pressure to deadlines and targets,
then apply for this job today.

You will be office based and working with
an existing client base of advertisers where
customer service is paramount, but you
must also be able to search out new
business to develop and grow your
territory revenues and opportunities.

We pride ourselves on good customer
service, professional marketing solutions
and excellent business relationships. We
provide innovative ideas that will in return
give our clients real value and response.

Media experience is not essential as full
training will be given, however good
numeracy, literacy and computer skills are
required.

The future of local media
Be part of an exciting and growing team developing our portfolio across Kent

We offer an excellent basic salary plus generous bonus scheme, ongoing training
and career development, five weeks’ annual leave, contributory pension and life
assurance scheme and all the benefits of working for a large media organisation.

Telephone Sales Executive Full Time, Permanent

WE ARE RECRUITING
COMMUNITY CARE WORKERS

(In Tunbridge Wells, Tonbridge
and the surrounding areas)

Are you looking for a career in care?
We offer:
� Flexible working hours
� Mileage Allowance
� Vocational qualifications
� Career development
� Competitive salary

Call us on 01732 373024 or
email tunbridgewells@bluebirdcare.co.uk

You can also find the latest jobs online: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent

Telephone: 01303 817040   Fax: 01303 817004   
Email: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk   Online: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent

RECRUITMENT

SENSE
where service,
safety and savings 
come as standard 

teachers from only £155 +VAT 

01622 623114
www.recruitmentsense.com

TEACHERS
and

NURSERY NURSES

RUN BY TEACHERS FOR TEACHERS

(lo-cal)

www.link-education.co.uk

3
8
5
9
1Est 2000

PRIMARY & SECONDARY -
day to day & long term posts

Local work available now in
ALL KENT AND S.E LONDON AREAS

0845 130 4586

WELLNESS COACHES
REQUIRED

We are a Health & Nutrition companylooking
for serious people who want to earn £500-

£1000+ per month full/part-time working from
home. Full training and support available.

01622 671716

"We grow people"
. . . a 'special' school and a 'special' place to work.

We are currently looking for…

TEACHING ASSISTANT 
to join and enhance our large and expanding, high calibre team.

Medway Scale, Grade D2      
£15,039 - £19,126 pro-rata + SEN Allowance (£1,177)

Are you committed, motivated and enthusiastic? Does 'Every Child Matter'
to you? Can you make a difference? If so, share your talents and

expertise with us.
Abbey Court is located on 2 sites; Rainham (Nursery and Primary)

and Strood (Secondary and Further Education), and caters for pupils
aged 3-19 with Severe Learning Difficulties.

Working hours are 32.5 p/w (8.45am - 3.45pm), term time only.
Previous experience and/or NNEB (or equivalent) qualifications preferred.

Comprehensive training and induction will be provided.
Due to the conditions and complex needs of the pupils at

Abbey Court School, continuity and consistency of support is
paramount and therefore candidates for all positions will need to

commit to the full working hours of the post.
This School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of

children and young people, and expects all staff and volunteers to share
this commitment. Any offer of appointment for post is subject to a satisfactory

Criminal Record Bureau Disclosure.
For an application pack, please write to/telephone 

(stating the role for which you are applying):
Mrs Linda Taylor, Abbey Court School, Rede Court Road,

Strood, Kent. ME2 3SP (01634 338236)

Please note CV's will not be accepted.
Closing date: 9.3.12

PUBLIC/ COMMUNITY APPOINT

Fill your job
vacancies fast
To advertise in this
section call: 01303 817040

Job hunters
this way

● Register to receive the latest jobs delivered to your inbox

● Search and find Jobs updated daily

● Upload your CV and let recruiters find you

● Easy online job application tools 

To place
your notice

here,
call the

Kent
Public Notice

team
on

8
1
7
0
4
4

0
1
3
0
3

BE PART 

OF YOUR
COMMUNITY

Advertise here
Call 01303 817150

www.kentnews
.co.uk
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MidKent College based in the Medway Towns and Maidstone is seeking to appoint
outstanding individuals in the following areas:
Lecturer in ICT Ref: P0583
Salary: £23,043 - £29,020 per annum (dependent on qualifications and experience) Medway
Hourly Paid/Variable Hours positions also available
The College is looking for an energetic, enthusiastic and forward-thinking individual who has both industry knowledge of, and the ability to teach 
a range of subjects within our current range of BTEC IT qualifications up to Level 3.  This might include: hardware, networking, programming,
systems support, games design, animation or other discipline within our curriculum area. An effective team player, you will have excellent
communication skills and eager to innovate, respond flexibly to industry demands and contribute to the development of the IT curriculum area.
The successful candidate must have at least a level 3 qualification or equivalent in a Computing related subject with a Cert Ed/PGCE teaching
qualification or have a willingness to undertake a formal teaching qualification to required national standards. Recent experience of teaching 
young people up to Level 3 would be advantageous.

We are seeking a positive, creative and enthusiastic candidate to co-ordinate both internal and external promotional events including Open 
Evenings, Advice & Enrolment Sessions, and Staff and Student Awards Ceremonies. The successful candidate will have experience of organising
and implementing large-scale events and promotional activities, along with excellent organisational and presentation skills. An understanding of
post-16 education and training and a degree level qualification, preferably in Marketing and/or Events Management, is desirable.

We are looking to appoint a confident individual to provide administration support for examinations in liaison with the Examinations Manager and
to provide examination administrative support to academic faculties. The successful candidate will have Good organisational and administrative
skills and have experience working within an office environment or a qualification equivalent.

For an application pack and further details visit www.midkent.ac.uk or e mail job.applications@midkent.ac.uk.
Alternatively you may contact Human Resources on 01634 383102. 

The College is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of young people and vulnerable adults and
expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Any offer of employment is subject to a Criminal Records
Bureau check in accordance with the College procedure. 

Closing date: 12 noon, Wednesday 14 March 2012

Events and Promotions Officer Ref: P0114
Salary:  £17,050 - £21,339 per annum (dependent on qualifications and experience) Medway

Examinations Administrator Ref: T0156
Salary: £15,891 - £19,464 per annum (dependent on qualifications and experience)
Fixed Term Maternity Cover  Medway

We are looking for an enthusiastic individual who will benefit from gaining their first NVQ Qualification whilst working in our Finance Department.
The successful candidate will work towards the apprenticeship framework including a relevant NVQ Level within Business Administration. 
Training allowance: £6,314 per annum plus reward bonus upon successful completion.

Apprentice in Business Administration Ref: P0086
Medway

PUBLIC/ COMMUNITY APPOINT

We are seeking outstanding individuals to join our highly qualified,
experienced and motivated teams, many of whom have come

from industry.  We offer our students the best learning and
training experience and we have the following vacancies available:

PROGRAMME LEADER - WOOD TRADES
To deliver high quality teaching and learning, lead the effective co-ordination

and development of programmes and take a lead role in the planning and
delivery of specified programmes within the Programme Area.
Salary Scale: £29,413 - £34,817 for 37 hours per week, all year

Benefits include: Final salary contributory pension and 41 days holiday.
Interview date: Friday 16th March 2012

SKILLS PRACTITIONER (CONSTRUCTION)
To provide Learning/Technical support to staff and students within the
Division and to undertake assessment and quality assurance duties as

required by the College and awarding bodies.
Salary Scale: £8,567 - £10,123 for 18.5 hours per week, all year

Benefits include: Final salary contributory pension and 
23 days pro rata holiday.

Interview date: Tuesday 13th March 2012

For further details and to apply online please visit our website
www.thanet.ac.uk and click on 'Vacancies'.
If you require assistance please telephone 
our application line on (01843) 605052

Promoting Equality
Preventing Discrimination

We are seeking outstanding individuals to join our highly
qualified, experienced and motivated teams, many of whom

have come from industry.  We offer our students the best
learning and training experience and we have the following

vacancy available:

WORK PLACEMENT OFFICER
To organise work placements, assess students and monitor

attendance and progress on a range of early years work
experience placements.

Salary Scale: £17,133 - £20,246 for 37 hours per week,
all year

Benefits include: Final salary contributory pension and
23 days holiday.

For further details and to apply online please visit our
website www.thanet.ac.uk and click on 'About Us', then

'Vacancies'.  If you require assistance please telephone our
application line on (01843) 605052

Closing date: Wednesday 7th March 2012
Interview date: Tuesday 20th March 2012 

Promoting Equality
Preventing Discrimination

We are seeking outstanding individuals to join our highly
qualified, experienced and motivated teams, many of whom

have come from industry.  We offer our students the best
learning and training experience and we have the following

vacancy available:

SKILLS PRACTITIONER (AUTOMOTIVE)
To provide Learning/Technical support to staff and students within
the Division and to undertake assessment and quality assurance

duties as required by the College and awarding bodies.

Salary Scale: £8,567 - £10,123 
for 18.5 hours per week, all year

Benefits include: Final salary contributory pension 
and 23 days pro rata holiday.

For further details and to apply online please visit our website
www.thanet.ac.uk and click on 'Vacancies'. If you require assistance please

telephone our application line on (01843) 605052

Closing date: Wednesday 7th March 2012

Interview date: Thursday 22nd March 2012

Promoting Equality

Preventing Discrimination



www.kentnews.co.uk week ending March 4, 2012 I 41

PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY & VILLAGE GREENS

PROW - IN THE BOROUGH OF SWALE

NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION OF PUBLIC PATH ORDER

HIGHWAYS ACT 1980

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL

(PUBLIC FOOTPATH ZR691, NEWINGTON)

PUBLIC PATH CREATION AND DEFINITIVE MAP AND

STATEMENT MODIFICATION ORDER 2011

On 17 February 2012 the Kent County Council

confirmed the above Order under Section 26 of the

Highways Act 1980.

The effect of the Order as confirmed is to add a new

length of Public Footpath numbered ZR691, which

commences on Orchard Drive to the north of No. 6 at

NGR TQ 8538 6453 (Point A) and runs in a west north

westerly through west south westerly direction for 32

metres to Point B (NGR TQ 8535 6454).  The path then

continues to run for 74 metres in a west south

westerly thence south south westerly direction

running through the recreation ground to meet with

the surfaced path leading to the Pavilion (NGR TQ

8532 6447 (Point C)).  The path has a width of 2.0

metres between Point A (NGR TQ 8538 6453) and

Point B (NGR TQ 8535 6454) and a width of 1.0 metres

as it passes through the recreation ground between

Point B (NGR TQ 8535 6454) and Point C (NGR TQ 8532

6447).  There will be pedestrian gates at NGR TQ 8538

6453 (Point A) and at NGR TQ 8535 6454 (Point B).

The gates will conform to BS 5709:2006.  That section

of path between NGR TQ 8535 6454 (Point B) and NGR

TQ 8532 6447 (Point C) will have a compacted stone

surface.  

All directions general, all distances approximate.

A copy of the Order as confirmed and the Map have

been placed and may be seen free of charge during

normal office hours at the offices of Swale Borough

Council, Swale House, East Street, Sittingbourne,

Kent, ME10 3HT or at the Kent County Council,

Countryside Access Service, Invicta House, County

Hall, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1XX.  Copies of the Order

and Map may be purchased there.

The Order comes into force on 16 March 2012, but if a

person aggrieved by the Order wants to question the

validity, or that of any provision contained in it, on the

ground that it is not within the powers of the

Highways Act 1980, as amended, or on the ground

that any requirement of the Act, as amended, or of

any regulation made under the Act which has not

been complied with in relation to the Order, he or she

may under Paragraph 2 of Schedule 2 to the Act as

applied by Paragraph 5 of Schedule 6 to the Act,

within 6 weeks from the 4 March 2012, make an

application to the High Court.

NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION OF PUBLIC PATH ORDER

HIGHWAYS ACT 1980

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL

(PUBLIC FOOTPATH RUNNING BETWEEN ORCHARD

DRIVE AND THE RECREATION GROUND AT

NEWINGTON)

PUBLIC PATH EXTINGUISHMENT ORDER 2011

On 17 February 2012 the Kent County Council

confirmed the above Order under section 118 of the

Highways Act 1980.

The effect of the Order as confirmed is to extinguish

the entire width of that length of the Public Footpath

which commences on Orchard Drive opposite No.13

(NGR TQ 8535 6446 (Point A)) and runs in a west north

westerly direction for 26 metres to its connection with

the recreation ground at NGR TQ 8532 6447 (Point B).  

All directions general, all distances approximate.

A copy of the Order as confirmed and the Map have
been placed and may be seen free of charge during
normal office hours at the offices of Swale Borough
Council, Swale House, East Street, Sittingbourne,
Kent, ME10 3HT or at the Kent County Council,
Countryside Access Service, Invicta House, County
Hall, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1XX.  Copies of the Order
and Map may be purchased there.

The Order comes into force on 16 March 2012, but if a
person aggrieved by the Order wants to question the
validity, or that of any provision contained in it, on the
ground that it is not within the powers of the
Highways Act 1980, as amended, or on the ground
that any requirement of the Act, as amended, or of
any regulation made under the Act which has not
been complied with in relation to the Order, he or she
may under Paragraph 2 of Schedule 2 to the Act as
applied by Paragraph 5 of Schedule 6 to the Act,
within 6 weeks from the 4 March 2012, make an
application to the High Court.

NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION OF MODIFICATION ORDER

WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981

DEFINITIVE MAP AND STATEMENT FOR THE COUNTY
OF KENT 

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL (PUBLIC FOOTPATH
ZR175, BREDGAR) 

DEFINITIVE MAP MODIFICATION ORDER 2010

On 21st February 2012 an Inspector appointed by the
Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs confirmed the above Order without
modifications.

The effect of the Order as confirmed is to modify the
Definitive Map and Statement for the area by adding a
public footpath with a width of 2 metres which
commences at the junction of Deans Bottom (U11054)
and Kennel Barn Road (U1922), (point A) and running
in a generally southerly direction for approximately
362.7 metres, to its connection with the existing
length of public footpath ZR175 (point B). (Between
the points A and B on the Order Plan).

All distances are approximate, all directions are
general.

A copy of the Order as confirmed and Map may be
seen free of charge during office hours at the offices
of Swale Borough Council, Swale House, East Street,
Sittingbourne, Kent, ME10 3HT or at the Kent County
Council, Countryside Access Service, Invicta House,
County Hall, Maidstone, Kent ME14 1XX. Copies of the
Order and map may also be purchased there.

This Order became operative as from 21st February
2012 but if a person aggrieved by the Order desires to
question the validity thereof or of any provision
contained therein on the grounds that it is not within
the powers of Section 53(3)(c)(i) of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981, or that any of the requirements
of Schedule 15 to the Act have not been complied with
in relation to the confirmation of the Order, he may,
under Paragraph 12 of Schedule 15 to the Act, within
42 days from 4th March 2012 make application for the
purpose to the High Court.

Countryside Access Service
Kent County Council
Invicta House
County Hall
Maidstone
Kent
ME14 1XX Dated: 4th March 2012 

For further information, please contact

Kent Countryside Access Service,

on 0845 345 0210 (M0n-Fri 8am-8pm)

or visit www.kent.gov.uk/countrysideaccess

This document is available in alternative formats and can be explained in a range of languages.

For further information, please contact

Kent Countryside Access Service,

on 0845 345 0210 (M0n-Fri 8am-8pm)

or visit www.kent.gov.uk/countrysideaccess

MARRIAGE LICENCES

Kent County Council - The Marriage Act 1949 and
Civil Partnership Act 2004

Approved Premises for Civil Marriages and 
Civil Partnerships

An application has been made by Mr James Burdis of
Stable House, off Street End, Lower Hardres to Kent
County Council, to grant an approval for a ceremony at
this premise.
The application and plan of the premises may be
inspected at the address below during normal office
hours. Any person may give notice in writing of an
objection to the grant of an approval, together with the
reasons, within 21 days from the date of this newspaper. 
Objections should be sent to the following address
Giles Adey, Head of Registration,
Invicta House, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1XX.

A building certified for worship named World Mission Agency -
Winners Chapel International, Block A, Green Street, Green Road,
Dartford in the registration district of Kent, in the Non-
Metropolitan County/Metropolitan District/London Borough of
Kent, was on 2nd November 2011 registered for solemnising
marriages therein pursuant to section 41 of the Marriage Act
1949 as amended by Section1 (1) of the Marriage Acts
Amendment Act, 1958. In lieu of Winners Chapel, Unit B1 & B2,
Galleywall Trading Estate, Southwark now disused and the
registration cancelled thereof.
Superintendent Registrar
18 November 2011

PUBLIC/ COMMUNITY APPOINT
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To place your notice here call the Kent Public
Notice team on 01303 817044

To advertise in this section
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For further information, please contact

Kent County Council Highways and Transportation,

on 08458 247 800 (local rate)

or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways

HIGHWAYS - Borough of Ashford

A2042 ROMNEY MARSH ROAD, ASHFORD 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of carriageway resurfacing, Kent County
Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic
on A2042 Romney Marsh Road, Ashford, as shown
below.

The road will be closed from 5 March 2012 for up to 4
nights, between 9.00 pm and 5.00 am each night.

The closure will be between the junctions with Norman
Road and Victoria Road / Beaver Road.  

There will be no access for through traffic between
Romney Marsh Road and Ashford.

The alternative route is via Victoria Road, Leacon Road,
B2229 Brookfield Road, Beaver Lane and Norman Road.

BLACKWALL ROAD, ASHFORD 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of the installation of a new electricity supply
cable, Kent County Council intends to make an Order
prohibiting through traffic on Blackwall Road, Ashford,
on or after 19 March 2012 for up to 5 weeks as shown
below.

BLACKWALL ROAD NORTH will be closed between the
junctions with Kennington Road and Blackwall Road
from 19 March 2012 for up to 3 days.  

The alternative route is via A2070 Kennington Road and
Blackwall Road South.

BLACKWALL ROAD will be closed between the junctions
with Blackwall Road North / South and Goodcheap Lane
from 22 March 2012 for up to 4 weeks.  

The alternative route is via Blackwall Road North/South,
A2070 Kennington Road, The Street, Hinxhill Road,
Naccolt Road, Blackwall and Blackwall Road.

SCHOOL HILL, WAREHORNE, ASHFORD 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of water mains renewal works, Kent County
Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic
on School Hill, Warehorne, Ashford, on or after 5 March
2012 for up to 13 weeks or until the works have been
completed.

The road will be closed between the junctions with
B2067 Ashford Road and Spot House Lane.  

The alternative route is via Spot House Lane,
Woodchurch Road, Malthouse Lane and B2067
Warehorne Road.

SNARGATE ROAD, KENARDINGTON 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of works to provide a new electricity supply,
Kent County Council intends to make an Order
prohibiting through traffic on Snargate Road,
Kenardington, on or after 22 March 2012 for up to 7
days or until the works have been completed.

The road will be closed in the vicinity of Higham Farm.  

The alternative route is via Kenardington Road, B2080
The Street, Station Road (Rhee Wall), Arrowhead Lane,
Hogg Lane and Snargate Road.

HIGHWAYS - DISTRICT OF CANTERBURY

B2205 SEA STREET, WHITSTABLE 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of works to repair a street light fault, Kent
County Council intends to make an Order prohibiting
through traffic on B2205 Sea Street, Whitstable, on or
after 19 March 2012 for up to 5 days or until the works
have been completed.

This closure will have the following effects on traffic in
Whitstable.

SEA STREET - will be closed in the vicinity of The Sail
Lofts.

• There will be no access for through traffic between
the junctions with Red Lion Lane and Leggett’s
Lane. 

• The alternative route is via Harbour Street. 

• The One-way Traffic Order in respect of Sea Street
will be suspended from the point of closure for
access only. 

• There will be No Right Turn from Sea Street into the
northern junction with Harbour Street.

HARBOUR STREET - will be closed to westbound traffic
from the western entrance to The Harbour.

• There will be no access to westbound through traffic

between the junctions with Cromwell Road and The
High Street.  Access will be maintained up to The
Harbour. 

• The alternative route is via Cromwell Road, Oxford
Street and High Street

• The One-way Traffic Order between the Woodlawn
Street and High Street will be reversed, so that
traffic flows eastbound from The High Street
direction 

• The bus stops will be moved to the north side of
Harbour Street, with some parking will allowed on
the south side

CROMWELL ROAD - will be closed to east bound traffic
at the junction with Oxford Street.  

• There will be no access into Cromwell Road from
Oxford Street

• The alternative route is via Oxford Street, High
Street, Harbour Street and Cromwell Road

HIGH STREET - Will be closed to southbound traffic at
the junction with Terrys Lane

• Traffic will be routed via Harbour Street, Cromwell
Road, Oxford Street and High Street

HORSEBRIDGE ROAD - The one-way order Traffic Order
will be suspended to allow access from the junction
with Red Lion Lane to the junction with Terrys Lane

RED LION LANE - There will be No Right Turn into
Harbour Street.

VICTORIA STREET, ALBERT STREET & WOODLAWN
STREET There will be No Left Turn into Harbour Street
from each of these roads.

BOGSHOLE ROAD AND GOLDEN HILL, WHITSTABLE
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of carriageway patching works, Kent County
Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through
traffic on Bogshole Road and Golden Hill, Whitstable,
on or after 19 March until 28 March 2012 inclusive,
apart from Sunday.

The planned work times are between 7.00 am and 7.00
pm each day, with the roads re-opened outside these
hours.

The roads will be closed in phases between the
junctions with Clapham Hill and Eversleigh Rise, as
signposted on site.  

The alternative route is via A290 Clapham Hill and
A2990 (Old) Thanet Way.

Access will be maintained whenever it is safe to do so,
but there are likely to be times when this is not
possible, due to the use of machinery.

BROOMFIELD ROAD, HERNE AND BROOMFIELD
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of carriageway patching works, Kent County
Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through
traffic on Broomfield Road, Herne and Broomfield, on or
after 19 March 2012 for up to 5 days between 7.00 am
and 7.00 pm.

The road will be closed in phases between the junctions
with Hawe Farm Way and Margate Road, as advised
locally and signposted on site.  

The alternative route for through traffic is via Mill Lane,
Hunters Forstal Road and Margate Road.  Local
signposted diversions are likely to be in place for some
of the works.

DANE JOHN FOOTBRIDGE, CANTERBURY (RESTRICTIONS
ON PEDESTRIANS) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of works to replace the parapet rails on the
footbridge, Kent County Council has made an Order to
close Dane John Footbridge, Canterbury, as shown
below.

It is planned that the footbridge will be closed on
Sunday 11th March and 18th March 2012 between 9.30
am and 3.30 pm.

The alternative route for pedestrians is via Dane John
Gardens subway under A28 Rhodaus Town and Station
Road East.

MERCERY LANE, CANTERBURY 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of works to provide a new water supply, Kent
County Council intends to make an Order prohibiting
through traffic on Mercery Lane, Canterbury, on or after
19 March 2012 for up to one week, or until the works
have been completed.

The road will be closed in the vicinity of the junction
with Buttermarket.

There is no suitable diversion, but there will be limited
access from High Street / Parade up to the point of
closure.

ST ALPHEGE LANE & ST RADIGUND’S STREET,
CANTERBURY (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 
TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of cable ducting in the carriageway, Kent
County Council intends to make an Order prohibiting
through traffic on St Alphege Lane & St Radigund’s
Street, Canterbury, on or after 19 March 2012 as shown
below.

ST ALPHEGE LANE will be closed from 19 March 2012 for
up to 3 weeks.  

The alternative route is via Palace Street, Orange Street
and King Street.

PALACE STREET will be closed for 1-2 nights at the end
of this 3-week period, as advised locally and signposted
on site.

The alternative route is via King Street and Orange
Street.

When Palace Street is closed the No Entry Order in
respect of King Street, at the junction with Palace
Street, will be suspended.

ST RADIGUND’S STREET will be closed from 10 April
2012 for up to 1 week.

The closure will be from the junction with
Borough/Northgate for a distance of approximately 30
metres.

The alternative route is via Northgate, Kingsmead Road,
St Stephen’s Road, The Causeway, Pound Lane and St
Radigund’s Street.  

The One-way Traffic Order in respect of St Radigund’s
Street will be suspended whilst it is closed, between
the junction with Knott’s Lane and the point of closure
to allow access, when the relevant signs are covered.

STURRY LEVEL CROSSING, CANTERBURY (PROHIBITION
OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 AS AMENDED
BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS)
ACT 1991

Because of essential works to replace the rails at the
level crossing, Kent County Council has made an Order
prohibiting through traffic on Sturry Level Crossing,
Canterbury, on or after 10 March 2012 as shown below

A28 Mill Road, Sturry will be closed for a distance of
approximately 30 metres either side of the level
crossing.  

The road will be closed from Saturday 10 March 2012 at
1.15 am until Monday 12 March 2012 at 4.00 am.

The alternative routes are 

Light vehicles and buses via Sturry Hill, A291 Herne Bay
Road, Sweechgate, Shalloak Road, Broad Oak Road,
Vauxhall Road, A28 Sturry Road and Mill Road.  

All Vehicles over 7.5 T (except buses) via Sturry Hill,
A291 Herne Bay Road, Canterbury Road, A299 Thanet
Way, A290 Clapham Hill, Pean Hill, Honey Hill, Blean
Common, Blean Hill, London Road, A2050 Rheims Way,
A28 Ring Road, Sturry Road and Mill Road

Temporary provision will be made for pedestrians
during these works

HIGHWAYS - Borough of Dartford and 
in District of Sevenoaks 

VARIOUS ROADS, DARTFORD, DARENTH AND SOUTH
DARENTH (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC)
TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of
danger to the public whilst an event is carried out on or
near the highway the Kent County Council intends to
make an Order restricting the use by vehicular traffic on
Various Roads in Dartford, Darenth and South Darenth
as noted in schedule 1.

The Order will become effective on 25th March 2012,
will be in operation and remain valid for a maximum
period of 18 months; the event is planned to last 1 day
between 09.00hrs - 12.00hrs.  These restrictions will be
effective when the appropriate signage is in place.

The alternative route for the above restriction will be
via: as noted in schedule 1.

Schedule 1

Road name: Darenth Road, Dartford

Extent: Southbound from David Lloyds Entrance

Diversion: No diversion required closure will be in place
for 10 minutes

Road name: Powdermill Lane, Dartford

Extent: Between its junctions with Darenth Road and
Warwick Way

Diversion: No diversion required closure will be in place
for 10 minutes

Road name: Warwick Way, Dartford

Extent: Between its junctions with Powdermill Lane and
Hawley Road

Diversion: No diversion required closure will be in place
for 10 minutes

Road name: A225 Hawley Road, South Darenth 

Extent: Between its junctions with Warwich Way and
Parsonage Lane

Diversion: No diversion required closure will be in place
for 10 minutes

Road name: Parsonage Lane, Hawley/Darenth

Extent: Between its junctions with Hawley Road and
Roman Villa Road.

Diversion: Signed Diversion route from Parsonage Lane
roundabout to Darenth Hill roundabout (and vice versa)
via Hawley Road, Princes Road and Green St Green Rd
and the reverse

Road name: Darenth Hill, Darenth 

Extent: Between its junctions Roman Villa Road and
Green Street Green Road.

Diversion: B260 Green Street Green Road, A225 Princes
Road, A225 Hawley Road, A225 Main Road and Devon
Road

Road name: Roman Villa Road, Darenth

Extent: Between its junctions with Darenth Hill and
Holmesdale Hill

Diversion: A225 Hawley Road and A225 Princes Road

Road name: Rabbits Road, South Darenth

Extent: Between its junctions with Shrubbery Road and
Canada Farm Road

Diversion: Shrubbery Road, Holmesdale Hill, St
Margarets Road and B260 Green Street Green Road

Road name: Gills Road, South Darenth

Extent: Between its junctions with Holmesdale Hill and
B260 Green Street Green Road

Diversion: B260 Green Street Green Road, A225 Princes
Road, A225 Hawley Road, A225 Main Road and Devon
Road

Road name: Wilson Lane, South Darenth

Extent: Between its junctions with Gills Road and
Rabbits Road

Diversion: B260 Green Street Green Road, A225 Princes
Road, A225 Hawley Road, A225 Main Road and Devon
Road

Road name: Canada Farm Road, South Darenth

Extent: Between its junctions with Three Gates Road
and B260 Green Street Green Road

Diversion: Valley Road, Fawkham Road and B260 Green
Street Green Road

Road name: St Margarets Road, Darenth ONE WAY from
Homesdale Hill

Extent: To B260 Green Street Green Road

Diversion: B260 Green Street Green Road, A225 Princes
Road, A225 Hawley Road, A225 Main Road and Devon
Road

Road name: St Margarets Road, Darenth 

Extent: closed at its junction with B260 Green Street
Green Road

Diversion: No diversion required closure will be in place
for 10 minutes

Road name: Darenth Hill

Extent: Between its junctions with Roman Villa Road to
B260 Green Street Green Road

Diversion: B260 Green Street Green Road, A225 Princes
Road and A225 Hawley Road

The purpose of the closure is to facilitate the event, Les
Witton Dartford 10KM
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For further information, please contact

Kent County Council Highways and Transportation,

on 08458 247 800 (local rate)

or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways

HIGHWAYS - District of Dover

A260 THE STREET, DENTON (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING)
TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of carriageway surfacing, Kent County Council
intends to make an Order prohibiting through traffic on
A260 The Street, Denton, on or after 24 March 2012 for
up to 2 days or until the works have been completed.

The road will be closed between the junctions with
Denton Lane and Agester Lane.  

There will be no access for through traffic between
Hawkinge and the A2.

The alternative route is via A260 Canterbury Road, Oak
Hill, Swanton Lane, Lydden Hill, A2 Dover Road, (Old
Dover Road in reverse) and A260 Canterbury Road.

COOMBE VALLEY ROAD, DOVER 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of a railway bridge safety inspection, Kent
County Council intends to make an Order prohibiting
through traffic on Coombe Valley Road, Dover, from 19
March 2012 at 10.00 pm until Tuesday 20 March at 6.00
am.

The road will be closed approximately 10 metres either
side of the railway bridge.  

The alternative route is via London Road, Crabble Hill,
Crabble Road, Crabble Avenue, Hillside Road, Bunkers
Hill Road, St Radigund’s Road, Barwick Road and
Coombe Valley Road plus Buckland Avenue, Cherry Tree
Avenue and London Road for the eastbound diversion.

DOVER ROAD AND UPPER ROAD, GUSTON
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of works to refurbish bridges over the A2 Trunk
Road,  Kent County Council intends to make an Order
prohibiting through traffic on Dover Road and Upper
Road, Guston, as shown below.

DOVER ROAD will be closed from 19 March 2012 for up
to 3 nights.

The road will be closed in the vicinity of the bridge over
the A2 Trunk Road.

The alternative route is via Dover Road, A258 Castle Hill
Road, Deal Road, Hangman’s Lane, The Lane and Dover
Road.

UPPER ROAD will be closed from 22 March 2012 for up
to 2 nights.

The road will be closed in the vicinity of the bridge over
the A2 Jubilee Way.  

The alternative route is via A258 Deal Road, Dover Road,
High Street, Reach Road and Upper Road

The planned work times are from 8.00 pm until 6.00 am
each night, with the roads re-opened during the days,
with traffic controlled by temporary traffic lights.

SHEPHERDSWELL ROAD, EYTHORNE, DOVER
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of gas mains replacement works, Kent County
Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic
on Shepherdswell Road, Eythorne, Dover, on or after 5
March 2012 for up to 5 weeks or until the works have
been completed.

The road will be closed between the junction with
Church Hill / Shooters Hill and Eythorne Court.  

There will be no through access between Shepherdswell
and Eythorne.

The alternative routes are 

Eastbound via Great Haynes, Coldred Road, Chapel Hill
and Shooters Hill

Westbound via Church Hill, Barfestone Road and Long
Lane via the un-named road linking them.

STRAND STREET, SANDWICH 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of gas mains replacement works, Kent County
Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through
traffic on Strand Street, Sandwich, on or after 19 March
2012 for up to 5 weeks or until the works have been
completed.

The road will be closed between the junctions with
Harnet Street and Potter Street.  

The alternative route for through traffic is via Strand
Street, Ash Road, A256 Sandwich By-Pass and
Ramsgate Road.

The One-Way Traffic Order in respect of Strand Street
will be suspended between the junctions with Potter
Street and High Street, for access only.

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL
(VARIOUS ROADS, DOVER DISTRICT) 
(WAITING RESTRICTIONS AND STREET PARKING PLACES)
CONSOLIDATION (AMENDMENT NO 12) ORDER 2012

Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL
propose to make the above named Order under
sections 1(1), 2(1) to (3), 3(2), 4(1) and (2), 32(1), 35(1),
45, 46, 49 and 53 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act
1984, and of all other enabling powers, and after
consultation with the chief officer of police in
accordance with Paragraph 20 of Schedule 9 to the Act:

The effect of the Order will be to prohibit waiting at any
time at the following locations:- 

Capel Street, Capel-le-Ferne
On the east side of the road, from a point 3m South
west of the boundary of numbers 92 and 94 Capel
Street, in a southerly direction for a distance of 26m

Full details are contained in the draft Order which,
together with the relevant plans, any Orders amended
by the proposals and a statement of reasons for
proposing to make the Order may be examined on
Mondays to Fridays at Kent County Council, Javelin Way
Ashford, Kent, TN24 8DH, between 8.30am and 5.00pm,
and at Dover District Council, Council Offices, White
Cliffs Business Park, Whitfield, Kent, CT16 3PJ during
normal opening hours.

If you wish to offer support for or object to the proposed
Order you should send the grounds in writing to Traffic
Schemes Team,, Kent County Council Highways and
Transportation, Ashford Highway Depot, 4 Javelin Way,
Henwood Industrial Estate, Ashford, TN24 8AD or by
email to traffic.schemes@kent.gov.uk

by noon on Monday 26 March 2012.

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(VARIOUS ROADS, DOVER DISTRICT) 
(WAITING RESTRICTIONS AND STREET PARKING PLACES)
CONSOLIDATION (AMENDMENT NO 11) ORDER 2012

Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL
propose to make the above named Order under
sections 1(1), 2(1) to (3), 3(2), 4(1) and (2), 32(1), 35(1),
45, 46, 49 and 53 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act
1984, and of all other enabling powers, and after
consultation with the chief officer of police in
accordance with Paragraph 20 of Schedule 9 to the Act:

The effect of the Order will be to prohibit waiting at any
time at the following locations:- 

Gardners Close, Ash
On both sides of the road from the junction with
Sandwich Road in a southerly direction for a
distance of 20 metres.

Sandwich Road, Ash
On the south side of the road, from the junction
with Gardners Close for 10m in each direction

Full details are contained in the draft Order which,
together with the relevant plans, any Orders amended
by the proposals and a statement of reasons for
proposing to make the Order may be examined on
Mondays to Fridays at Kent County Council, Javelin Way
Ashford, Kent, TN24 8DH, between 8.30am and 5.00pm,
and at Dover District Council, Council Offices, White
Cliffs Business Park, Whitfield, Kent, CT16 3PJ during
normal opening hours.

If you wish to offer support for or object to the proposed
Order you should send the grounds in writing to Traffic
Schemes Team,, Kent County Council Highways and
Transportation, Ashford Highway Depot, 4 Javelin Way,
Henwood Industrial Estate, Ashford, TN24 8AD or by
email to traffic.schemes@kent.gov.uk

by noon on Monday 26 March 2012.

HIGHWAYS - Borough of Gravesham

HARVEL ROAD, MEOPHAM- (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION
OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of
danger to the public whilst works are carried out on or
near the highway the Kent County Council Has made an
Order restricting the use by vehicular traffic in Harvel
Road, Meopham with the junctions of Waterlow Road to
White House Lane.

The Order will become effective on 5th March 2012, will
be in operation and remain valid for a maximum period
of 18 months; the works are planned to last 2 weeks
between the hours of 08:00 to 17:00. These restrictions
will be effective when the appropriate signage is in
place.

The alternative route for the above restriction will be
via: White Horse Lane, Harvel Street, Whitehill Road,
The Street, A227 Wrotham Road and Gravesend Road.

The purpose of the closure is to facilitate carriageway
patching works.

KING STREET, GRAVESEND (TEMPORARY SUSPENSION
OF ONE WAY) TRAFFIC ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of
danger to the public whilst works are carried out on or
near the highway the Kent County Council intends to an
Order to Temporally suspend the current one way traffic
on King Street, Gravesend from its junction with Parrock
Street and Windmill Street and for New Road from
Windmill Street to Princes Street.

The Order will become effective on19th March 2012 will
be in operation and remain valid for a maximum period
of 18 months; and last 7 days. These restrictions will be
effective when the appropriate signage is in place.

The alternative route for the above restriction will be
via: Parrock Street, Lord Street, Windmill Street,
Woodville Place, Wrotham Road, Barrack Row, Clive
Road, Darnley Road, Barth Street, West Street, Church
Street and New Road.

The purpose of the closure is to facilitate carriageway
and footway patching works. 

HIGHWAYS - Borough of Maidstone

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL
(BOARLEY LANE, BOXLEY)
(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC)
TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

NOTICE is hereby given that because works are
proposed to be carried out the Kent County Council
intends to make an Order prohibiting the use by
through traffic on Boarley Lane between Sandling Lane
and The Old Mill House on or after Monday 19th March
2012 for a period of up to 2 weeks or until such works
are complete.

The alternative route is via Boarley Lane, Grange Lane,
Boxley Road, Sandling Lane. 

KCC Highways apologise for any inconvenience caused
by these essential works that are necessary for drainage
improvements. Should you require any further
information about these works, the contact is Alastair
Coleman on 08458 247 800

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL
(CARING LANE, LEEDS/THURNHAM)
(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC)
TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

NOTICE is hereby given that because works are
proposed to be carried out the Kent County Council has
made an Order prohibiting the use by through traffic on
Caring Lane on or after Monday 5th March 2012 for a
period of up to 5 days or until such works are complete.

The alternative route is via Forge Lane, Old Mill Road,
A20 Ashford Road, Otham Street, Caring Road.       

BT Openreach apologise for any inconvenience caused
by these essential works that are necessary for cabling
works. Should you require any further information about
these works, the contact is Rachel Cross of Ashtead
Plant Hire Company Ltd on 03700 500792.

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL
(CHARLTON LANE, WEST FARLEIGH, MAIDSTONE)
(30 MPH SPEED LIMIT) 
ORDER 2012

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER 1984 

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL, acting as the local traffic
authority and in exercise of their powers under sections
82 and 84 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 and of
all other enabling powers, and after consultation with
the chief officer of police in accordance with Part III of
Schedule 9 to the said Act of 1984, intends to make the
following Order:-

The effect of the proposed Order will introduce a 30
mph Speed Limit on the following length of road:

Charlton Lane, From its junction with Ewell Lane in 
West Farleigh a north westerly direction to its

junction with Lower Road.

Full details are contained in the draft Order which
together with the relevant plans, any Orders amended
by the proposals and a statement of reasons for
proposing to make the Order may be examined on
Mondays to Fridays at Sessions House, Maidstone ME14
1XQ, 

between 8.30am and 5.00pm and at Maidstone
Borough Council Offices, The Gateway, King Street,
Maidstone during normal opening times.

If you wish to support or object to the new proposed
Order should send the grounds in writing to: The Traffic
Schemes and Member Highway Fund Manager, Kent
County Council Highways, Javelin Way, Ashford, TN24
8AD or by email to TRO@kent.gov.uk by noon on

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL
(HEADINGLEY ROAD, ALLINGTON)
(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC)
TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY
RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

NOTICE is hereby given that because works are
proposed to be carried out the Kent County Council
intends to make an Order prohibiting the use by
through traffic on Headingley Road between Maxwell
Drive and Allington Way on or after Saturday 24th March
2012 for a period of up to 1 day or until such works are
complete.

The alternative route is via Conway Road, A20 London
Road, Allington Way. 

KCC Highways apologise for any inconvenience caused
by these essential works that are necessary for
carriageway resurfacing works. Should you require any
further information about these works, the contact is
John Reynolds on 08458 247 800.

HIGHWAYS - District of Sevenoaks

COBDEN ROAD, SEVENOAKS (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION
OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2011

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of
danger to the public whilst works are carried out on or
near the highway the Kent County Council has made an
Order restricting the use by vehicular traffic on Cobden
Road at the junction with Quakers Hall Lane.

The Order will become effective on 04 March 2012 and
will be in operation and remain valid for a maximum
period of 18 months; the works are planned to
commence on 09 March 2012 and last 1 day. These
restrictions will be effective when the appropriate
signage is in place.

The alternative route for the above restriction will be
via: Quakers Hall Lane, St Johns Hill, Holly Bush Lane.

The purpose of the closure is to facilitate the
installation of floor panels to a new development.

COBDEN ROAD, SEVENOAKS (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION
OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of
danger to the public whilst works are carried out on or
near the highway the Kent County Council intends to
make an Order restricting the use by vehicular traffic on
Cobden Road at the junction with Quakers Hall Lane.

The Order will become effective on 18th March 2012 and
will be in operation and remain valid for a maximum
period of 18 months; the works are planned to
commence on 20th March 2012 and last 1 day. These
restrictions will be effective when the appropriate
signage is in place.

The alternative route for the above restriction will be
via: Quakers Hall Lane, St Johns Hill, Holly Bush Lane.

The purpose of the closure is to facilitate the
installation of a roof to a new development.

SANDY LANE, SEVENOAKS - (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION
OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of
danger to the public whilst works are carried out on or
near the highway the Kent County Council intends to
make an Order restricting the use by vehicular traffic on
Sandy Lane, Sevenoaks between junction of Quakers
Hall Lane and Hartsland Road.

The Order will become effective on 18 March 2012 and
will be in operation and remain valid for a maximum
period of 18 months; the works are planned to
commence on 19 March 2012 and will last approx 2
weeks.These restrictions will be effective when the 
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on 08458 247 800 (local rate)

or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways

appropriate signage is in place.

The alternative route for the above restriction will be
via: Quakers Hall Lane and Hartsland Road.

The purpose of the closure is to facilitate footway
resurfacing works.

SEAL HOLLOW ROAD (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF
TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of
danger to the public whilst works are carried out on or
near the highway the Kent County Council intends to
make an Order restricting the use by vehicular traffic on
Seal Hollow Road

The Order will become effective on 18 March 2012 and
will be in operation and remain valid for a maximum
period of 18 months; the works are planned to
commence 19 March 2012 and will last for approx 8
weeks.  These restrictions will be effective when the
appropriate signage is in place.

The alternative route for the above restriction will be
via: A25 Seal Road, A225 St Johns Hill, A225 Dartford
Road, B2019 Seal Hollow Road. 

The purpose of the closure is to facilitate repair to a
stone wall.

HIGHWAYS - District of Shepway

CHURCH ROAD, NEW ROMNEY 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of works to install a new water meter and
pipework, Kent County Council has made an Order
prohibiting through traffic on Church Road, New
Romney, on or after 5 March 2012 for up to 5 days or
until the works have been completed.

The road will be closed between the junctions with
Tritton Lane and Church Approach.  

The alternative route is via Church Lane, Wiles Avenue,
Marsh Crescent, The Churchlands and Church Road.

DUCK STREET, ELHAM (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING)
TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of electricity cable repairs, Kent County Council
has made an Order prohibiting through traffic on Duck
Street, Elham, on or after 5 March 2012 for up to 1 week
or until the works have been completed.

The road will be closed in the vicinity of St Mary’s
Church.  

The alternative routes are 

EASTBOUND via The Square, Pound Lane, Vicarage
Lane, Lickpot Hill,  Standard Hill Top, Running Hill and
Duck Street

WESTBOUND via Running Hill, Standard Hill Top, Lickpot
Hill, Oak Hill, Bereforstal Hill, Canterbury Road, St
Mary’s Road and The Square.

STAPLE LANE, POSTLING (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING)
TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

To allow access to the carriageway for phone cable
repair works, Kent County Council intends to make an
Order prohibiting through traffic on Staple Lane,
Postling, on or after 20 March 2012 for up to 3 days,
between 9.30 am and 3.30 pm each day.

The road will be closed between the junction with The
Street / Pilgrims Way and Tupper Cottage.  

The alternative route is via The Street, Cuckoo Lane,
Sandling Road and Staple Lane.

Access will be maintained whenever it is safe to do so,
but there may be times when this is not possible, due
to the use of machinery.

TRINITY GARDENS, FOLKESTONE 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of sewer repair works, Kent County Council
intends to make an Order prohibiting through traffic on
Trinity Gardens, Folkestone, on or after 19 March 2012
for up to 2 weeks or until the works have been
completed.

The road will be closed in the vicinity of the junction
with Sandgate Road.  

The alternative routes are via A2033 Sandgate Road,
A259 Earl’s Avenue and Bouverie Road West or A2033
Sandgate Road, Castle Hill Avenue and Bouverie Road
West.

This closure is in conjunction with temporary traffic
lights in Sandgate Road.

HIGHWAYS - Borough of Swale

WATERHAM ROAD, HERNHILL 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of works to re-build a culvert, Kent County
Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic
on Waterham Road, Hernhill, on or after 5 March 2012
for up to 2 weeks or until the works have been
completed.

The road will be closed in the vicinity of the junction
with the A299.  

The alternative route is via A299 Thanet Way and
Highstreet Road.

WISES LANE, BORDEN (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING)
TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of carriageway patching works, Kent County
Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic
on Wises Lane, Borden, between 5 March 2012 and 20
March 2012 as detailed below.

The road will be closed between the junctions with
Maylam Gardens and The Street.  There will be no
access from Cryalls Lane into Wises Lane.

The alternative route for through traffic is via The Street,
Borden Lane and A2 London Road.  

HIGHWAYS - THANET & DOVER

A256 RAMSGATE ROAD, SANDWICH & SANDWICH 
ROAD / RICHBOROUGH WAY, RAMSGATE 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

For the safety of the public during demolition works,
Kent County Council has made an Order prohibiting
through traffic and pedestrians as detailed below, on or
after Sunday 11 March 2012 for up to 1 day.

The closure should be completed within one hour
during the morning, as signposted on site. 

If it is not possible for these works to go ahead on 11
March 2012, they will be deferred until one of the
following 2 Sundays.

The A256 Ramsgate Road, Sandwich & Sandwich Road /
Richborough Way, Ramsgate, will be closed in the
vicinity of Richborough Port.  

There will be no access for through traffic between the
north junction with A256 Sandwich By-pass and the
new Sevenscore Roundabout.

The alternative route will be indicated by appropriate
signage on the day.

Public Footpath EE42 will be closed where it meets the
exclusion zone, as indicated by signs and barriers on
site.

HIGHWAYS - District of Thanet

CAMDEN ROAD, RAMSGATE (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING)
TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of maintenance to underground structures,
Kent County Council has made an Order prohibiting
through traffic on Camden Road, Ramsgate, on or after 5
March 2012 for up to 5 days or until the works have
been completed.

The road will be closed in the vicinity of number 7.  

The alternative route is via Abbots Hill, Cottage Road
and Hibernia Street.

FOADS LANE, CLIFFS END, RAMSGATE 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of drainage works in connection with the East
Kent Access Project, Kent County Council has made an
Order prohibiting through traffic on Foads Lane (Foads
Hill), Cliffs End, Ramsgate, on or after 7 March 2012 for
up to 3 days or until the works have been completed.

The road will be closed to the north of the level
crossing.  

The alternative route is via Cliffs End Road, A256
Sandwich Road, Lord of the Manor Interchange, A299
Canterbury Road West and Foads Hill.

Pedestrian acess will be maintained across the level
crossing.

VICTORIA ROAD, MARGATE (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING)
TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of gas mains replacement works, Kent County
Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic
on Victoria Road, Margate, on or after 5 March 2012 for
up to 8 weeks or until the works have been completed.

The road will be closed in phases between the junctions
with Addington Road and St John’s Road.  

The One-way Traffic Order will be suspended in respect
of Victoria Road between Addington Road and St John’s
Road to allow access up to the point of closure. 

The alternative route is via Thanet Road, Park Crescent
Road, Addiscombe Road, St Peter’s Footpath, Church
Street and Victoria Road

HIGHWAYS - Borough of Tonbridge & Malling

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL
(EAST STREET, TONBRIDGE)
(ONE WAY ORDER)
TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

NOTICE is hereby given that because works are
proposed to be carried out the Kent County Council
intends to make an Order prohibiting the use by
westbound traffic on East Street between Hadlow Road
and Lyons Crescent on or after Monday 19th March 2012
for a period of up to 12 weeks or until such works are
complete.

The alternative route is via Bordyke, B2260 High Street,
Lyons Crescent.       

Murray Birrell apologise for any inconvenience caused
by these essential works that are necessary for building
works. Should you require any further information about
these works, the contact is Steven Dennis on 01689
898288.

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL
(ISMAYS ROAD, IGHTHAM) 
(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC)
TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

NOTICE is hereby given that because works are
proposed to be carried out the Kent County Council has
made an Order prohibiting the use by through traffic on
Ismays Road Ightham, outside Tree Tops on or after
Tuesday 6th   March  2012 when required for a period of
up to 2 Days or until such works are complete.

The alternative route is via Coach Road, Sandy lane and
Common Road and vice versa.

BT apologise for any inconvenience caused but it is
necessary to enable access for polling works. Should
you require any further information about these works,
their contact is Louise Skull on 03700500792.

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL
(KIBBLES LANE SOUTHBOROUGH)
(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC)
TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

NOTICE is hereby given that because works are
proposed to be carried out the Kent County Council has
made an order prohibiting the use by through traffic on
Kibbles Lane Southborough from the junction with
Manor Road on or after Monday 5th March 2012 when
required for a period of up to 1 day or until such works
are complete.

The alternative route is via Speldhurst Road, London
Road and Victoria Road.

Kent Highways Services apologise for any
inconvenience caused by the essential carriageway
patching. Should you require any further information
about these works, please contact Jonathan Dean on
08458 2470800.

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL
(MILL LANE, IGHTHAM)
(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC)
TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

NOTICE is hereby given that because works are
proposed to be carried out the Kent County Council has
made an Order prohibiting the use by through traffic on
Mill Lane on or after Tuesday 6th March 2012 for a
period of up to 4 days or until such works are complete.

The alternative route is via A227 Bates Hill/The
Street/Borough Green Road/A25 Borough Green
Road/Sevenoaks Road, Quarry Hill Road, Thong Lane.       

KCC Highways apologise for any inconvenience caused
by these essential works that are necessary for
carriageway patching. Should you require any further
information about these works, the contact is Jez Massy
on 08458 247 800.

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL
(B2016 SEVEN MILE LANE, OFFHAM)
(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC)
TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

NOTICE is hereby given that because works are
proposed to be carried out the Kent County Council
intends to make an Order prohibiting the use by
through traffic on B2016 Seven Mile Lane from
Highlands House to Mereworth Lawn on or after
Thursday 22nd March 2012 for one night between
21:00hrs - 05:00hrs, two days between 09:30hrs -
15:00hrs and one night between 21:00hrs - 05:00hrs or
until such works are complete.

The alternative route is via A20 London Road, A228
Ashton Way/King Hill/Malling Road.       

KCC Highways apologise for any inconvenience caused
by these essential works that are necessary to carry out
carriageway resurfacing. Should you require any further
information about these works, the contact is Robert
Seggie on 08458 247 800.

HIGHWAYS - Borough of Tunbridge Wells

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL
(WATERMAN’S LANE, BRENCHLEY)
(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC)
TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

NOTICE is hereby given that because works are
proposed to be carried out the Kent County Council
intends to make an Order prohibiting the use by
through traffic on Waterman’s Lane on or after Monday
19th March  2012 for a period of up to 2 weeks or until
such works are complete.

The alternative route is via Mile Oak Road, Mascall’s
Court Lane, Mascall’s Court Road. 

KCC Highways apologise for any inconvenience caused
by these essential works that are necessary to re-build a
culvert. Should you require any further information
about these works, the contact is Steve Lambert on
08458 247 800.

John Burr
Director Kent Highways
Invicta House
County Hall,
Maidstone
Kent ME14 1XQ Dated 4th March 2012 

To place your notice here call the Kent Public Notice team on 01303 817044
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PLANNING

THE MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUNCIL
Town and Country Planning Act

Notice of Applications
MA/11/1538/S - THE GEORGE, BENOVER ROAD, YALDING, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME18 6EJ - Development
and conversion of outbuildings to create one new family dwelling. Reason: 1, 2
MA/11/1539/S - THE GEORGE, BENOVER ROAD, YALDING, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME18 6EJ - Conservation
Area Consent for demolition of existing garage building. Reason: 4
MA/11/1897/S - BISHOP HOUSE, ALBION ROAD, MARDEN, TONBRIDGE, KENT, TN12 9ED - Listed
Building Consent for installation of an external flue. Reason: 3
MA/11/2094/N - BOWLEY HALL COTTAGE, LIVERTON HILL, SANDWAY, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 2NL -
Installation of flue. Reason: 1, 2
MA/11/2171/N - THURNHAM KEEP LODGE, CASTLE HILL, THURNHAM, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME14 3LE -
Erection of a part single storey/part first floor side extension to dwelling; extension to detached garage;
and change of use of redundant stable wing of the lodge to a single bedroom holiday let. Reason: 1
MA/12/0071/S - 2, JEWEL COTTAGES, HOWLAND ROAD, MARDEN, TONBRIDGE, KENT, TN12 9EX -
Relocation of existing garage 3m to the south. Reason: 1
MA/12/0122/S - 3, CHURCH STREET, TESTON, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME18 5AJ - Demolition of a single
storey rear extension and the erection of a single storey extension. Reason: 1, 2 
MA/12/0124/S - 3, CHURCH STREET, TESTON, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME18 5AJ - An application for listed
building consent for the demolition of a single storey rear extension and the erection of a single storey
extension. Reason: 3 
MA/12/0132/N - FREMLIN WALK SHOPPING CENTRE, FREMLIN WALK, MAIDSTONE, KENT - Alterations
to existing access to Fremlins Walk from St Faiths Street including the removal of the 'bandstand' conical
roof, stairs and planter beds and the erection of a two storey building to provide two restaurant/cafe units
(A3 use) new landscaping and a commemorative civic square adjoining the Royal Albion public house.
Reason: 1, 2, 6
MA/12/0192/S - KENWARD FARM COTTAGE, KENWARD ROAD, YALDING, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME18 6AG
- First floor and part ground floor extension. Reason: 1
MA/12/0211/S - THE VINES, FORSHAM LANE, CHART SUTTON, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 3EP -
Replacement of rear window with pair of doors. Reason: 1
MA/12/0215/S - EWELL MANOR, EWELL LANE, WEST FARLEIGH, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME15 0NG -
Erection of a PPS7 house with biomass boiler, restoration of historic parkland, associated landscaping and
access. Reason: 9
MA/12/0217/N - THE BARN, FULLING MILL FARM, CARING LANE, LEEDS, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 1TJ
- New external door and window. Reason: 1
MA/12/0218/N - THE BARN, FULLING MILL FARM, CARING LANE, LEEDS, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 1TJ
- An application for listed building consent for new external door and window, internal alterations including
removal of staircase, new services and associated works. Reason: 3 
MA/12/0232/S - LAND AT STATION APPOACH AND, GEORGE STREET, STAPLEHURST, KENT - Erection of
a class A1 retail store, associated parking and petrol filling station; transport interchange comprising bus
and taxi drop-off/pick up facilities, 39 short stay railway station car parking spaces, and covered walkway
to existing railway station building; and 660-space commuter car park and nature area. Reason: 6, 9
Reasons for advertisement key:
1 -Applications affects the setting of a Listed Building.
2 -Application affects the setting of a Conservation Area.
3 -Application is for Listed Building Consent.
4 -Application is for Conservation Area Consent.
6 -Application is Major Development.
9 -Application does not accord with the Local Plan.

Copies of applications listed may be seen at Maidstone Gateway, Maidstone during office hours (Monday
to Wednesday 8.30am to 5.30pm, Thursday 8.30am to 7pm, Friday 8.30am to 5.30pm and Saturday
9am to 1pm). Any representations should be made in writing to me by no later than 18th March 2012
quoting the application number.

Rob Jarman Head of Development Management, Maidstone Borough Council, Maidstone House, King
Street, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6JQ. Dated: 4th March 2012.

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
PLANNING PERMISSION

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND
CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990 

KCC/TM/0024/2012 - Proposed development
at The Judd School, Brook Street, Tonbridge, Kent,

TN9 2PN.

The Judd School is applying to Kent County Council for
planning permission for the construction of a new car
park and refuse and recycling enclosure. The
proposed development is partly within the Quarry Hill
Conservation Area and is likely to affect its character
and/or appearance.

You may view this application at Tonbridge & Malling
Borough Council, Gibson Building, Gibson Drive,
Kings Hill, West Malling, Kent, ME19 4LZ or at
Tonbridge Office, The Castle, Tonbridge, Kent, TN19
1BG.

Alternatively, details of the application can be
viewed on Kent County Council’s website at
www.kent.gov.uk/viewapplications or at our offices
in Maidstone at the address below during all
reasonable office hours.

We accept comments online via our website, by email
to planning.applications@kent.gov.uk or in writing to
Planning Applications Group, Kent County Council,
First Floor, Invicta House, County Hall, Maidstone,
Kent, ME14 1XX within 21 days from the date of this
notice. Please quote the application reference
number and note that comments may be drawn to the
attention of Council Members, the applicant and other
interested persons and may include publishing on the
Borough Council website.

Sharon Thompson

Head of Planning 

Applications Group

Kent County Council

Dated: 4 March 2012

TUNBRIDGE WELLS BOROUGH COUNCIL
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (GENERAL PERMITTED DEVELOPMENT)

ORDER 1995
NOTICE OF THE MAKING OF A DIRECTION UNDER ARTICLE 4(1) TO WHICH

ARTICLE 6 APPLIES
NOTICE is hereby given that Tunbridge Wells Borough Council ("the Authority") has made a
Direction under Article 4(1) of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development)
Order 1995 to which article 6 applies ("the Direction").

The Direction applies to development of the type specified in the First Schedule to this Notice
within the area described in the Second Schedule to this Notice. 

The effect of the Direction is that permission granted by article 3 of the Town and Country
Planning (General Permitted Development Order) 1995 shall not apply to development of the type
specified in the First Schedule to this Notice and that such development shall not be carried out
within the area specified in the Second Schedule to this Notice unless planning permission is
granted by the Authority on an application made to the Authority under Part III of the Town and
Country Planning Act 1990.

A copy of the Direction and of the map defining the area of land covered by it may be seen at the
Council's Tunbridge Wells Gateway, 8 Grosvenor Road, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN1 2AB
between the hours of 9am and 5pm Monday to Friday (except Thursday 9am to 6.30pm) or 9am
and 1.30pm on Saturday. 

You have the right to make representations or objections in respect of the Direction. Any such
representations or objections must be made in writing to the Head of Planning Services, Town
Hall, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN1 1RS, within 28 days from the 5 March 2012.

The Direction was made by the Authority on 28 February 2012 and comes into force in relation to
the area specified in the Second Schedule to this Notice on the 3 March 2012  which is the date
on which this Notice is first published. However, the Direction will expire on  2 September 2012
unless confirmed by the local planning authority before the end of the six month period.

FIRST SCHEDULE 

The Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 1995

SCHEDULE 2 PART 2 - MINOR OPERATIONS

Class A

The erection, construction, maintenance, improvement or alteration of a gate, fence, wall or other
means of enclosure.

Class B

The formation, laying out and construction of a means of access to a highway which is not a
trunk road or a classified road, where that access is required in connection with permitted
development, being development comprised within Class B of Part 2 of Schedule 2.

SCHEDULE 2 PART 4 - TEMPORARY BUILDINGS AND USES

Class B

The use of the land for any purpose for not more than 28 days in total in any calendar year, of
which not more than 14 days in total may be for the purposes referred to in paragraph B.2, and
the provision on the land of any movable structure for the purpose of the permitted use.

SECOND SCHEDULE

A parcel of land having an area of some 0.9  hectares to the north of Ashurst Hill , Ashurst,
Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

Paul Cummins, Legal Services Manager,

Tunbridge Wells Borough Council,

Town Hall, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN1 1RS.

Dated:  3 March 2012

Town and Country Planning Acts
The Council is required to give notice of the following applications 

12/00277/FULMJ Land Adjacent & 15 -16 Eridge Road, Broadwater
- 20 flats and 17 houses with associated car parking (LB)(MAJOR)(CA)

12/00276/FUL Kent Fire & Rescue Service, Cranbrook Fire Station, Cranbrook
And Sissinghurst 

- Replacement of 1 no. antenna and one equipment cabinet and the addition of an electricity
meter pillar to the arrangement (CA)

12/00413/HOUSE The CoachHouse 73 London Road, Culverden
- Demolish and replace front entrance porch;  Single-storey rear extension (CA) (LB)

12/00414/CAC The Coach House 73 London Road, Culverden
- Conservation Area Consent - Demolition of front entrance porch (CA)

12/00389/FUL All Saints Church Rye Road, Hawkhurst 
- Conversion of existing church to residential use comprising seven flats and maisonettes and
associated parking (CA)(LB)

12/00392/LBC All Saints Church Rye Road, Hawkhurst 
- Listed Building Consent: Conversion of existing church to residential use comprising seven flats
and maisonettes and associated parking (LB)

12/00428/LBC The Granary Swigs Hole Farm, Horsmonden
- Listed Building Consent: Conversion of garage to office and utility room with glazed screen 
at first floor level to north east elevation (LB)

12/00332/FUL 1 Linden Close Royal Tunbridge Wells, Pantiles & St Marks
- Extension to entrance and toilets (CA)

12/00490/FUL 3 Eden Road Royal Tunbridge Wells, Pantiles & St Marks 
- Variation of condition 2 of TW/11/03266: Refurbishment of the 17th century range and the
reinstatement of the 18th century stack (all levels), basement cellar and coach house and the
integration of these elements with a new two storey building frontage (CA)

12/00430/LBC 17 Calverley Park Crescent Royal Tunbridge Wells, Park
- Listed Building Consent - Internal alterations (LB)

12/00470/HOUSE East House Ferndale House, Park
- Timber framed conservatory, with stairs to existing patio (CA)

12/00500/LBC Tunbridge Wells Library Mount Pleasant Road, Park
- Listed Building Consent: External lift shaft and internal alterations including new lift lobbies,
w/c's and doors (LB)

12/00473/FUL 3 High Street Pembury, Pembury
- Change of use from vehicle repair workshop (Class B2) to convenience retail (Class A1) (CA)

12/00331/LBC September Cottage Rye Road, Sandhurst
- Listed Building Consent: Two storey rear/side extension with roof lights to west elevation,
conversion of garage to office/studio and internal and external alterations (LB)

12/00338/HOUSE SeptemberCottage Rye Road, Sandhurst
- Two storey rear/side extension with roof lights to west elevation, conversion of garage to
office/studio and internal and external alterations (LB)

12/00387/FUL Sissinghurst Castle Biddenden Road, Sissinghurst
C/O Cranbrook Parish

- Retrospective: Removal of above ground LPG tank and replace with larger underground tanks
located in the field across from the restaurant (LB)

12/00482/FUL Little Hartridge Barn Paley Lane, Sissinghurst C/O Cranbrook Parish
- Proposed revised scheme to approved application TW/09/03527 for conversion of redundant
cart lodges with link to single dwelling (LB)

12/00487/LBC Little Hartridge Barn Paley Lane, Sissinghurst C/OCranbrook Parish
- Listed Building Consent - Proposed revised scheme to approved application TW/09/03526  for
conversion of redundant cart lodges with link to single dwelling (LB)

12/00365/FUL 15B Church Road Southborough, Southborough Town Council
- Change of use from B1/B8 to D2 (Retrospective) - Variation of Condition 3 of TW/11/02592
relating to opening hours - amend to Monday to Thursday, open til 7pm; Friday - open til 9pm;
Sunday - open til 6pm (CA)(LB)

12/00489/HOUSE 3 The Walks The Green, Speldhurst
- Extension of time: Replacement garage (TW/09/00280 refers) (LB)(CA)

(DEVPLN) Departure from the Development Plan (PROW) Affecting A Public Right of Way (CA)
Affecting a Conservation Area (LB) Affecting a Listed Building (MAJOR) Major Applications
(MAST) Mast Applications (EIA) Applications Accompanied by an EIA Statement. 

You may view these applications on our website (www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk), at the The Old Fire
Station, Stone Street, Cranbrook or at Gateway, 8 Grosvenor Road, Tunbridge Wells.  We accept
comments online, by email to planningcomments@tunbridgewells.gov.uk or in writing to the
address below. Comments should be made within 21 days from the date of this notice, although
we may accept them after this date. 

You should quote the reference and be aware that we make all comments available for 

inspection, placing them on the file and publishing them on the internet. We do not publish
signatures, telephone numbers or email addresses on the internet.

Jim Kehoe
Head of Planning Services
Town Hall, Royal Tunbridge Wells TN1 1RS

Dated: 03 March 2012

Council Tax 2012/13
For the Borough of Tunbridge Wells

On 22 February 2012, the Borough Council set the Council Tax for the financial
year 1st April 2012 to 31st March 2013. Council Tax includes the amounts
collected by Tunbridge Wells Borough Council on behalf of Kent County Council,
Kent Police Authority, Kent and Medway Fire & Rescue Authority and the Parish and Town
Council's within the borough.

The charges are as shown below:-

BAND BAND BAND BAND BAND BAND BAND BAND
2012/13 A B C D E F G H

6/9 7/9 8/9 9/9 11/9 13/9 15/9 8/9
£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £

Benenden 923.47 1,077.38 1,231.29 1,385.21 1,693.04 2,000.86 2,308.68 2,770.42

Bidborough 975.54 1,138.13 1,300.72 1,463.31 1,788.49 2,113.67 2,438.85 2,926.62

Brenchley 932.57 1,088.00 1,243.43 1,398.86 1,709.72 2,020.58 2,331.43 2,797.72

Capel 932.62 1,088.05 1,243.49 1,398.93 1,709.81 2,020.68 2,331.55 2,797.86

Cranbrook 962.65 1,123.09 1,283.53 1,443.98 1,764.87 2,085.75 2,406.63 2,887.96

Frittenden 921.07 1,074.58 1,228.09 1,381.61 1,688.64 1,995.66 2,302.68 2,763.22

Goudhurst 930.32 1,085.37 1,240.42 1,395.48 1,705.59 2,015.70 2,325.80 2,790.96

Hawkhurst 940.87 1,097.68 1,254.49 1,411.31 1,724.94 2,038.56 2,352.18 2,822.62

Horsmonden 944.49 1,101.90 1,259.32 1,416.74 1,731.58 2,046.41 2,361.23 2,833.48

Lamberhurst 933.03 1,088.53 1,244.04 1,399.55 1,710.57 2,021.58 2,332.58 2,799.10

Paddock Wood 967.63 1,128.90 1,290.17 1,451.45 1,774.00 2,096.54 2,419.08 2,902.90

Pembury 953.10 1,111.94 1,270.80 1,429.65 1,747.36 2,065.05 2,382.75 2,859.30

Royal Tunbridge 972.99 1,135.15 1,297.32 1,459.49 1,783.83 2,108.16 2,432.48 2,918.98
Wells

Rusthall 959.70 1,119.64 1,279.59 1,439.54 1,759.44 2,079.33 2,399.24 2,879.08

Sandhurst 943.19 1,100.38 1,257.58 1,414.78 1,729.18 2,043.57 2,357.97 2,829.56

Southborough 968.36 1,129.74 1,291.14 1,452.53 1,775.32 2,098.10 2,420.89 2,905.06

Speldhurst 940.15 1,096.83 1,253.53 1,410.22 1,723.61 2,036.99 2,350.37 2,820.44

Lee M. Colyer CPFA
Head of Finance and Governance

Do not gamble
on people

seeing your
public notices

Call the
Kent Public Notice

team on

01303
817044
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PREMISES/ GOODS LICENCES

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND
CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990

Swale Borough Council as Local Planning Authority has received
the following applications which are being advertised to ascertain
the views of persons living near the sites and other interested
parties.  The proposed developments relate to one or more of the
following:

1. The site of the application is within/affecting a designated
Conservation Area (Section 73) of the Planning (Listed
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990.

2. The proposed development may affect the Listed Building or
it's setting.

3. The application is for a Major Development.

4. The application would affect a right of way to which Part III
of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)
applies.

5. The application does not accord with the provisions of the
Development Plan.

6. This application may be of wider public interest.

REPRESENTATIONS IN RESPECT OF THE FOLLOWING
APPLICATIONS MUST BE MADE BY 19 MARCH 2012
SW/10/1419:

Redevelopment of part of site known as Milton Creek
comprising new retail (Class A1) supermarket (totalling up to
13,420 sqm) with undercroft parking, A1 units of varying sizes
(totalling up to 8,545 sqm), and an A1/A3 unit (totalling 185 sqm),
car parking spaces, associated servicing and bridge access - Land
at Milton Creek/Eurolink/Crown Quay Lane, SITTINGBOURNE
- REASONS 3,4,5 & 6
SW/12/0061:

Erection of two storey side extension to enhance existing
accommodation and provide accommodation with roof void - 5
Travers Gardens, BREDGAR - REASONS 1 & 2
SW/12/0140:

Retrospective planning permission for ancillary stable
accommodation extension - Sunnyhill Farm, Munsgore Lane,
BORDEN - REASON 3
SW/12/0168 &

SW/12/0171:

Proposed relocation of vehicular access, including gates and
wall to new access. Decommissioning of existing vehicular access,
and construction of brick wall and including timber gate. Proposed
garage - Teynham Court, Conyer Road, TEYNHAM - REASON 2
SW/12/0173:

Extension to east elevation to provide retail area, viewing
gallery and staff facilities - Saddlesdane, Badlesmere,
FAVERSHAM - REASON 1
SW/12/0174:

The provision of improved access for the disabled by way of
new ramps externally, new gated access to the churchyard and new
entrance to the church building with level threshold - St Barnabas
Church, The Street, BOUGHTON - REASON 1
SW/12/0178:

Replacement of front door and windows - 40 Abbey Street,
FAVERSHAM - REASON 1
SW/12/0194:

Variation of condition (ii) of SW/94/588 to allow permit 10
month occupancy from 1st March to 3rd January in the following
calendar year - Hazeldene Close, Hazeldene Chalet Park,
EASTCHURCH - REASON 3
SW/12/0200:

Conservation Area Consent for demolition of 1 brick &
asbestos cement sheeting clad building. Demolition of 1 timber
building, 1 steel ramp to be removed - Queenborough Shipyard,
South Street, QUEENBOROUGH - REASONS 1 & 2
SW/12/0205:

Application under S.73 of the Town and Country Planning Act
to amend condition 6 of planning application SW/09/0573
(reserved matters approval for 18 units at Former Sheppey
Hospital) to allow for less onerous requirement for materials -
Former Sheppey Hospital (Plots 1-18 and Parish Office), Wards
Hill Road, MINSTER - REASON 3
SW/12/0217:

Demolition and replacement of existing building for use as a
tractor and implement store - Land r/o 24 Wallbridge Lane,
UPCHURCH - REASONS 3 & 4 
Particulars of the proposal(s) can be obtained from Planning
Services, Swale Borough Council, Swale House, East Street,
Sittingbourne, where copies of the applications and all documents
submitted with them may be inspected during office hours; any
representations should be made in writing to this address.

PLANNING

Notice is hereby given that Boyd Collins of The Railway
Tavern has applied to Gravesham Borough Council for
the Variation of provision of live music from Monday to
Sunday 7pm till 11.30pm for the premises The Railway
Tavern situated at Wrotham Road, Meopham, Kent DA13
0HP.
A register of licence applications can be inspected at
http://www.gravesham.gov.uk/licensing or at the Civic
Centre, Windmill Street, Gravesend, Kent DA12 1AU tel.
01474 337334 by appointment with the licensing team
between 10am and 4pm Monday to Friday.
Any person wishing to submit representations to my/our
application must give notice in writing to the address
shown above, given in detail the grounds objection by the
21st March 2012.
The council will not entertain representations where the
writer requests that the identity remains anonymous.
Copies of all representations will be included in the papers
presented to the licensing panel and will therefore pass
into the public domain. Representation must relate to one
of the four licensing objectives: the prevention of crime
and disorder, public safety, prevention of public nuisance
and the protection of children from harm. In the case of an
application for a provisional statement, please note that
representation will be restricted once a statement has been
issued.

TUNBRIDGE WELLS BOROUGH COUNCIL
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (GENERAL PERMITTED DEVELOPMENT)

ORDER 1995
NOTICE OF THE MAKING OF A DIRECTION UNDER ARTICLE 4(1) TO WHICH

ARTICLE 5 APPLIES 
NOTICE is hereby given that Tunbridge Wells Borough Council ("the Authority") has made a
Direction under Article 4(1) of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development)
Order 1995 ("the Direction").

The Direction applies to development of the type specified in the First Schedule to this Notice
within the area described in the Second Schedule to this Notice. 

The effect of the Direction is that permission granted by article 3 of the Town and Country
Planning (General Permitted Development Order) 1995 shall not apply to development of the type
specified in the First Schedule to this Notice and that such development shall not be carried out
within the area specified in the Second Schedule to this Notice unless planning permission is
granted by the Authority on an application made to the Authority under Part III of the Town and
Country Planning Act 1990.

A copy of the Direction and of the map defining the area of land covered by it may be seen at the
Council's Tunbridge Wells Gateway, 8 Grosvenor Road, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN1 2AB
between the hours of 9am and 5pm Monday to Friday (except Thursday 9am to 6.30pm) or 9am
and 1.30pm on Saturday.

You have the right to make representations or objections in respect of the Direction. Any such
representations or objections must be made in writing to the Head of Planning Services, Town
Hall, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN1 1RS, within 28 days from the 5 March 2012.

It is proposed that the Direction comes into force in relation to the area specified in the Second
Schedule to this Notice on 9 April 2012   

FIRST SCHEDULE

The Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 1995

SCHEDULE 2 PART 5 - CARAVAN SITES

Class A

The use of the land, other than a building, as a caravan site in the circumstances referred to in
paragraph A.2.

SCHEDULE 2 PART 6 - AGRICULTURAL BUILDINGS AND OPERATIONS  

Class A - Development on units of 5 hectares or more

(a) Works for the erection, extension or alteration of a building; or

(b) any excavation or engineering operations which are reasonably necessary for the
purposes of agriculture within that unit.

Class B - Development on units of less than 5 hectares

(a) the extension or alteration of an agricultural building;

(b) the installation of additional or replacement plant or machinery;

(c) the provision, rearrangement or replacement of a sewer, main, pipe, cable or other
apparatus;

(d)  the provision, rearrangement or replacement of a private way;

(e)  the provision of a hard surface;

(f)   the deposit of waste; or

(g)  the carrying out of any of the following operations in connection with fish farming,
namely, repairing ponds and raceways; the installation of grading machinery,
seration equipment or flow meters and any associated channel; the dredging of
ponds; and the replacement of tanks and nets, where the development is
reasonably necessary for the purposes of agriculture within the unit.

SCHEDULE 2 PART 7 - FORESTRY BUILDINGS AND OPERATIONS

Class A

The carrying out on land used for the purposes of forestry, including afforestation, of
development reasonably necessary for those purposes consisting of :-

(a) works for the erection, extension or alteration of a building:

(b) the formation, alteration or maintenance of private ways;

(c) operations on that land, or on land held or occupied with that land, to obtain the
materials required for the formation, alteration or maintenance of such ways;  

(d) other operations (not including engineering or mining operations).

SECOND SCHEDULE

A parcel of land having an area of some 0.9 hectares to the north of Ashurst Hill, Ashurst,
Tunbridge Wells, Kent .

Paul Cummins, Legal Services Manager,
Tunbridge Wells Borough Council,
Town Hall, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN1 1RS.

Dated: 3 March 2012
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BIRTHS
CELORO
Craig Celoro and Laura Teague would like
to announce the birth of their son Frankie
Craig Celoro on 26th January 2012
weighing 6lb 14oz
CRAIG
Millie Savannah Craig born on 18th
February 2012, weighing 7lb 3oz. Daughter
to Robert and Charlee.
FOSTER
David and Lauren are pleased to announce
the birth of Joseph Freddie on 29th January
2012 at home. A brother for Jacob.
HOCKLEY
Joanne and David Hockley celebrate the
birth of their son Harry Frederick Hockley
born on 30th January 2012
HUCKS
Louise and Robert Hucks celebrate the
birth of their daughter Madison Kaye
Hucks on 5th February 2012 weighing 5lbs
9oz.
KENDALL
Jessica and Gavin Kendall celebrate the
birth of their son Dylan Jesse Kendall on
12th January 2012.
MACKENZIE
Blake William Jordan Mackenzie born on
the 10th February 2012 weighing 6lb 6oz,
to the proud parents Jordan and Stacey.
WADE
Reece born on 3rd February 2012 weighing
7lbs 6oz. Son to Kelly and Martin.
YOUNG
Milo Frederick arrived on 2nd February
2012 weighing 7lb 12oz. Delighted parents
Daniel and Laura

DEATHS
BAYNTON
Elizabeth died peacefully on the 9th of
February at the Heart of Kent Hospice
MOSS
In loving memory Kathleen Elizabeth Moss
passed away peacefully on January 31st.
Love always your family. xxx.
PANTELI
Much loved Elli Panteli, wife of Theo,
daughter of George and Niki Florides and
beloved Mother of Antony, George and
Nicholas. Adored by her three grandchildren,
brothers, family, friends and local community.
Sadly passed away on 11 February 2012 at
home. Elli will be deeply missed by the many
people whose lives she touched.
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Wink and 
you’ll 
miss it 
Join the dhole queue  
at our wildlife parks to  
learn how animals talk  
SEE PAGE 53

Kent Weekend

           For those who miss good traditional grub with their pint, we have 
the answer - food and drink p50 Why staying in is the new going out  
- property p56 Mercedes excels with the new B-Class - driving p63

PLUS:

The Beat goes on 
as Ranking Roger 
and son take to 
the gigging road 
SEE PAGE 49 SEE PAGE 54

Chas is bringing 
his old favourites 
to The Orchard 

RABBIT 
RAVE
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Call

01843 823207
or

07815 823207
www.bradgatepark.co.uk

Sorry, not suitable for children.

Live the dream
at BEAUTIFUL

Experience the difference

Situated 2 miles from Broadstairs and walking
distance to Westwood Cross Shopping Centre.

We are a quiet, family-run park
with heated pool, gym, launderette

and bar/restaurant.

Wifi Broadband available.

Brand new luxury
twins from £78,000
Holiday homes available

from just £35,000!

Sorry, not suitable for children.

Have you see The View Guesthouse yet?  See it at www.theviewguesthousemargate.co.uk

Live the 
dream
at BEAUTIFUL

NOW
OPEN ALL YEAR!



A 
NEW musical movement washed 
over the UK in the late 70s and 
early 80s. As punk burnt itself 
out and before the new romantics 
slotted in their shoulder-pads, 
there was a window of  

opportunity and ska took over the scene.
At the forefront of this movement were the 

Birmingham outfit The Beat, with their 
charismatic ‘toaster’ Ranking Roger.

Real name Roger Charlery, the dreadlocked 
MC still tours with a slightly-amended version of 
the band that includes his son, Ranking Junior.

In 2005, Junior appeared on The Ordinary 
Boys smash hit Boys Will Be Boys, prompting a 
resurgence in ska. And its popularity has been 
growing, with modern artists incorporating the 
ska sound into their music.

Roger said: “I truly don’t think 2 Tone music 
was ever given enough time to become too 
commercialised, like punk was. 

“Punk kind of sold out, whereas 2 Tone 
didn’t. The ska theme peaked for a little while 
and then it went back underground. People sort 
of said ‘Oh well, ska is dead – let’s bring in the 
new romantic era’. It never got over-exposed, so 
people didn’t get bored of it. 

“Over the years it has been incorporated into 
other people’s music in the charts and slowly 
found its way back, so people accept it again.

“They are going back to the original ska stuff 
to learn what it is all about so they can turn it 
into the futuristic sound it has become.”

The group tour all year round, headlining ska 
festivals across the UK and Europe, including a 
visit to the Skabour event in Folkestone. 

“It’s still really prominent down in Kent,” 
said Roger. “Every time we play down in 
Margate we get a good crowd, so I guess we do 
still have a big following in the area.

“It’s a positive memory for people because it  
is largely based on rhythm and blues anyway, 
and that is where pop music comes from. People 
can still soak it up quite easily.”

Alongside former guitarist and frontman 
Dave Wakeling, Roger helped pen timeless 
classics like Mirror In The Bathroom and 
Ranking Full Stop. Wakeling moved to America 
and created The American Beat, but rumours of 
reunions often resurface.

Roger, 52, said: “Everywhere The Beat play, 
it seems to be alive and kicking, but if ska is 
alive and kicking I don’t know yet.

“Over the last couple of years there has been 
a big resurgence, but we have just kept on 
going regardless. People call us a ska band, but 
we don’t call us a ska band because our music is 
so diverse – we do punk, reggae, soul and 

calypso. There are probably only two real ska 
tunes from The Beat because it opens up a 
different dimension to our audience.”

The group went in at No 6 in the charts in 
1979 with their cover version of Smokey 
Robinson’s Tears Of A Clown.

But it is their 1980 top-five hit Mirror In The 
Bathroom that remains a favourite with both 
the crowd and Roger himself.

He said: “For me that song is The Beat’s 
sound and that is what we were all about. It 
might not be the strongest tune, but it is one 
which represents us best… it is timeless. 

“If Mirror In The Bathroom had never come 
out, and a band released it 20 years in the 
future, it would probably go down just as well.”

The group’s fan base is almost as diverse as 
The Beat’s music, with demand for live gigs 
coming from around the globe. This means 
members have to stay in top condition to keep 
up with the shows.

“Towards the end of last year we were getting 
tired. We gigged all year and only had about 10 
days off – it was just about humanly bearable to 
do that. But now we have had five weeks off we 
are ready again.

“We have just been to Holland, Belgium, 
Dubai and Qatar for some gigs to warm up.

“We have learned from our mistakes for the 
next tour. No matter  how long you have been 
doing it, when you have some time off, it takes 
two or three gigs to get back into the flow.”

But with 25-year-old Ranking Junior, real 
name Matthew Murphy, on board, The Beat 
have a youthful spring in their step for the 
continued resurgence. 

Roger said: “He is good for bringing in the 
younger generation. We get a lot of older heads, 
but we get a lot of people from 17 upwards and 
sometimes younger at festivals. They love the 
music. They love him.”

At the height of their fame, The Beat  
commanded a place on tour with the likes of 
David Bowie, The Specials and REM, but Roger 
still has a soft spot for two particular bands.

He said: “Definitely, always, eternally 
dedicated to The Clash. They were the best 
people to be on tour with – we did two or three 
with them. The Police were great, too.

“We hung out with those guys a lot – I 
learned loads. They were the biggest in their 
categories and totally different bands but very 
grounded people, you would be surprised. Sting, 
Joe Strummer and Mick Jones were and are so 
grounded. It influenced me because it made me 
realise that this is the way to be. If you let the 
fame go to your head, you can’t see anything 
for the clouds. That is very important.”

Finally, Roger revealed the origin of his 
famous moniker: 

He said: “I was 12, I started MCing and all the 
DJs at the time had Ranking in front of their 
name to differentiate between them and the 
singer, so I put it in front of my name.

“At school we had to wear uniform, so on the 
back of my jacket I wrote ‘Ranking Roger, peace 
love and unity’. That was my life ambition to 
promote it, and I have done ever since.”

 The Beat will play the Whitlive stage at 
the East Quay in Whitstable on Friday, 
March 9. Visit www.whitlive.co.uk.
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ANGEL FLEAMARKET
Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 
8am-1pm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION
BEAT THE CREDIT CRUNCH!
Lots of vintage & retro bargains

Telephone 01732 456196
email: sue.carmichael@btinternet.com

THE INTERVIEW Ranking Roger

Forget the mirror, The 
Beat look to the future
Ranking Roger talks to Joe Bill about the 
popularity of ska music and how the band 
are enjoying their extensive tour schedule

Find your 
perfect 

partner with

.co.uk
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A handy way of keeping
up to date with Kent News
no matter where you are

Download the FREE iPhone and iPad APP

newspapers • magazines • websites • mobile • iPad • e-commerce

Stay up to date with
live breaking news
and video streams,
plus search for jobs,
motors or properties.

You can download the new
Kent News iPhone and iPad app
for FREE from the iTunes store.

The Future of local media

FOOD & DRINK Flavours of Kent To be included on this page, please email 
features@kosmedia.co.uk

The Ship, 17 Central Parade,  
Herne Bay CT6 5HT 
telephone: 01227 366636 
email: www.theshiphernebay.com

end, so I had no hesitation helping her clear  
the bowl. On other visits, there has been a nice 
vegetarian Wellington, while on Sundays a 
good nut-roast option is available for lunch.

For my dessert I went for the strawberry 
crème brûlée. To be honest, any kind of crème 
brûlée will always prove a winner with me. My  
partner just had a coffee, being stuffed with her 
main course. 

Prices are roughly what you would expect  
for good pub grub. Starters are about £5, with 
mains ranging from £8-£15.

It’s a nice place to eat, too. In the winter  
you can watch waves crash against the sea  
wall in a gale while you tuck into your meal 
snugly inside. In summer, meanwhile, you can 
see families soaking up the sun, walking by 
with the children carrying their plastic buckets 
and spades. 

So if you’re looking for a good-quality pub  
in a good location you’ll find The Ship hard  
to beat and it’s nice to think it is carrying on  
a tradition that has been going so long. 

Ed Hill

Jump onboard The Ship for some 
excellent pub grub with your pint

I
T has to be said that Herne Bay is a little 
lacking in good places to eat. Unlike trendy 
Whitstable five miles down the coast, the 
streets have few independent restaurants 
and even the well-known Italian pizza and 
pasta chains are nowhere to be found.

However, one place you can definitely get  
a good meal also happens to be one of the oldest 
buildings in town.

The Ship on the eastern extreme of  
the seafront has been a pub for hundreds  
of years.

It reputation has been up and down over the 
years, but since it reopened in 2010 under new 
management it has really upped its game. 

The makeover has certainly made a warm 
and welcoming atmosphere inside. 

The bar sells some real ales and has an 
extensive wine list. Prices are a little steeper 
than you might find at other pubs, but the 
drinks are always served well. 

On the night we dined, I enjoyed a pint  
of Timothy Taylor Gold, which happened  
to be on tap at the time. 

The menu on the chalkboard changes each 
week. It’s nothing exotic but tasty pub food 
served to a high standard. 

I started with pâté and a large hunk  
of bread. My partner went for the soup,  

which on this occasion was an extremely  
tasty vegetable. 

For my main I had a steak served with 
mashed potato. It was nicely cooked and good 
to see the chef was willing to come out and 
serve us when the other staff became too busy. 

One good thing about the menu at  
The Ship is that there is normally a good 
vegetarian option. 

On the night we dined, my partner had a 
veggie spaghetti Bolognese. It may not sound 
exciting, but it was very tasty and for once I felt  
I may have made the wrong choice. There was 
plenty of it, too. My partner was stuffed by the 

RESTAURANT REVIEW

FARMERS’ MARKETS

DARTFORD: The market began in November 2005 
at the request of Dartford Borough Council and has 
been running since then. It is held in the pedestrian 
area of Dartford high street and is open to the public 
between 10am and 2pm on the third Friday of the 
month.

IWADE: The village-hall farmers’ market opened in 
February 2009; it takes place on the first Sunday of 
the month from 10am to 1pm, offering seasonal local 
produce.

EGERTON: This farmers’ market has now been 
trading every Friday from 2pm to 4.30pm for almost 
five years, with most of the original stall-holders still 
selling at the market in the Millennium Hall.

MERSHAM: Featuring produce from the immediate 
area is the market now held at the Farriers Arms, 
Mersham Forstal, between 2.30pm and 6.30pm on 
every second and fourth Friday of the month.

MEOPHAM: This farmers’ market has been 
operating since July 2004 in the overflow car-park of 
the Meopham fitness and tennis centre on the first  
Sunday of the month from 9am to 12.30pm.

HILDENBOROUGH: Every Tuesday in St John’s 
Church Centre the Hildenborough farmers’ market 
has an average of 20 stalls each week offering a wide 
range of fresh local produce of high quality at 
competitive prices.

For more information on farmers’ markets around the 
county, visit www.farmersmarkets.org.uk
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FOOD & DRINK Mother’s Day: Six of the Best

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO KNOW MORE ABOUT Six of the Best CONTACT 01303 817150 OR EMAIL features@kosmedia.co.uk

The Cherry Tree
Sittingbourne
Under new ownership and 
recently reopened, this 
spacious and friendly family 
restaurant offers fresh home-
cooked food, with full carvery 
every weekend. Very child-
friendly and plenty of parking.

Treat Mum to the carvery 
with turkey, beef and pork, 
fresh vegetables and all the 
trimmings. Cost is £7.99 pp 
and £4.99 per child. A light- 
bite menu is also available. 
Mum gets a free glass of wine.

1 Canterbury Road, 
Sittingbourne ME10 4SG
phone: 01795 436767
web: www.jacdanjoe.co.uk 

Why here…

On the menu…

How to book…

the A28 Ashford Road and 
offers ample parking on site.London Beach

Tenterden
The London Beach country 
hotel, spa and golf club 
boasts a charming and 
sophisticated restaurant with 
a fantastic menu that sticks 
to the principle of serving 
only Kentish produce.  
Just one of the venue’s many 
attractions is the opportunity 
for diners to look across 
panoramic views of the 
beautiful Weald of Kent while 
enjoying a meal.  
The venue is easy to find on 

Why here…

London Beach Country Hotel, 
Ashford Road, Tenterden  
TN30 6HX3 (phone: 01580 
766279; email: enquiries@
londonbeach.com)

How to book…

The London Beach is a 
wonderful treat for Mother’s 
Day lunch. All produce is 
fresh and sourced locally 
wherever possible. The 
Special Menu is exceptional 
and offers a range of delicious 
dishes from expert chefs – all 
at reasonable prices.

On the menu…

The Black Pig
Staple
The Black Pig is a fine 
16th-century timbered 
building with a large garden. 
Its modern comfortable 
restaurant has an extensive 
range of home-cooked meals, 
using locally-sourced food.

There is a set menu for 
Mother’s Day on March 
18, with a fine selection of 
starters, mains and desserts. 
You can have two courses  
for £14.50 or three courses 
for £19.

Barnsole Road, Staple,   
near Canterbury CT3 1LE
phone: 01304 813000
web: www.theblackpig.co.uk

Why here…

On the menu…

How to book…

Chives on the Green
Barham
Broome Park is a beautiful 
place to come to. Everyone 
who steps inside feels the 
warmth of the building and 
surroundings.  
Coupled with the great food, 
everyone leaves with a smile.  
This a family-run company 
that has been in operation for 
more than 20 years. It owned 
the Waltham Court Hotel 
from 1988-2004 and has 
been at Broome Park since 
November 2011. 

Why here…

Chives at Broome Park, 
Canterbury Road, Barham 
CT4 6QX (phone: 01227 
832637; email: broomepark@
chivescaterers.co.uk)  

How to book…

Try the tortellini of roast 
onion, feta and basil on 
shaved fennel with basil and 
lime cream sauce.  
Follow with roast lamb rump 
on a medley of lentils, parsley 
and leek with a tomato and 
Cabernet sauce. To finish, 
ginger pudding garnished with 
praline and honeycomb. 
Two courses cost £20, three 
courses £25.

On the menu…

Walnut Tree
Aldington
Warm, friendly pub and 
restaurant in the lovely 
village of Aldington serving 
affordable lunches Monday to 
Friday from midday-2pm, with 
starters at £1.50, mains at 
£3.50 and desserts at £1.50.

Sunday lunch £6.50 from 
midday-8pm, choice of five 
meats with fresh veg and  
Yorkshire puddings.  
Mother’s Day lunches are 
£9.95 for two courses – also 
served on Saturday 17.

The Walnut Tree Inn, 
Forge Hill, Aldington  
TN25 7DT
phone: 01233 720298

Why here…

On the menu…

How to book…

The Acorn Inn
Birchington
The Acorn Inn is a friendly, 
family-run pub in the heart 
of the seaside village of 
Birchington-on-Sea. Hosts 
Peter and Cath offer a warm 
welcome to a pub that has 
existed since 1748.

Treat your mother to the 
famous Sunday roast. Its 
popularity means booking 
is neccessary. Choose from 
beef, lamb or turkey; one 
course £7.95, two courses 
£9.95, three courses £11.95.  

Acorn Inn, 6 Park Lane,
Birchington CT7 0AW
phone: 01843 841196
Served from midday-4.30pm

Why here…

On the menu…

How to book…

Where best to 
treat Mum? So 
many choices

F
LOWERS are 
appreciated, 
chocolates are 
charming, but do 
you not think that 
mothers around 

the county deserve a little 
more this year?

Organising a meal out for 
your mum is high on the 
agenda in 2012 with so many 
eateries in Kent offering so 
much good food.

There are a number of up- 
and-coming restaurants just 
itching to be tried out on this 
celebratory day, while the 
established bistros hope for 
another springtime boom day.

Remember to keep it subtle 
to preserve the surprise. Ask 
Mother what her favourite 
meal is, ask where the 
preferred setting would be, and 
choose accordingly.

“It is not as easy as all that!” 
I hear you cry. Well, actually it 
is! In Kent we are blessed with 

diverse settings and even more 
diverse menus. 

Take Mum on a stroll 
through our beautiful 
woodlands before retiring to 
the pub for a top meal 
featuring local game. Skip 
stones along our beaches 
before an appetising meal of 
fresh Whitstable oysters, 
Dover sole or another of our 
many Kentish fish dishes. 

Or even go for a drive 
through the rolling hills and 
open fields of our springtime 
countryside before settling 
down to Romney Marsh lamb 
with locally-sourced vegetables. 

Drinks are not exactly hard 
to come by either as Kent 
sports its own vineyards as 
well as Biddenden cider, not to 
mention Britain’s oldest 
brewery, Shepherd Neame. 

And if none of this takes 
your fancy, try one of Kent’s 
modern city restaurants. 

Here are six great venues…
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The first and last place to take 
your mum for a special dinner
F

RESH, home-made food and a good 
atmosphere will be the order of the 
day on Mothering Sunday at the 
First And Last in Herne Common.

With an extensive knowledge of 
the trade, as well as a top chef in the 

kitchen, owner David Sullivan is achieving his 
goal of championing traditional, quality pub 
meals in a friendly ambience.

He said: “The pub has always been known  
for its good food because it has always been  
the same chef, Martyn Beer, pictured bottom 
left.

“Martyn sets the menus – whatever he wants 
to cook is what comes out of the kitchen. I don’t 
interfere with the food at all. The menus change 
when he wants to.

“The chef’s knowledge of food and different 
cuisines has got to be used. It’s good having 
your steak-and-ale pies, but things like  
the Burmese curry you won’t see in many  
other pubs.”

The First And Last is highlighting  
the importance of quality food ahead  
of Mother’s Day on March 18.

David said: “At least 90 per cent of my 
produce is local. The vegetables, because we are 
obviously in the middle of Kent, and I was using 
a local butcher’s shop for a while, but the 
quality of the meat went down, so I stopped. I 
am very fussy – I want the best.

“It has to be proper quality at a good price.”
The eatery is completed by two stove fires, 

traditional beams and real ales all adding to the 
warm and cosy feel. There is also a function 
room available for big occasions and parties.

And word of the First And Last’s philosophy 
is spreading, with more diners heading to Herne 
Common for a top meal.

“We average around 90 covers on a Sunday 
afternoon, which is a lot of food,” said David.

“We have 12 permanent staff, who are very 
good. The food is what the pub is known for  
and the chef is brilliant. I hope to make it into  
a pub that when people drive past they think 
‘Let’s go in there’.

“It’s the little changes and people are starting 
to notice.”

David has been in charge at the historic 
watering hole for the past year and is looking to 
make another success of this, his latest venture.

The 44-year-old has had plenty of experience 
of knowing what makes a good pub, with five 
generations and more than 200 years of 
publican family history behind him.

He said: “I was born in a pub – this is what I 
do. I have grown up in pubs all over London. 
My mum and dad got out of the pub game and 
moved into a flat when I was about 14. 

“Three months later, I moved out. I couldn’t 
hack it, I had only ever lived in pubs and there 
was just no noise in the flat. 

“No creaks or groans from the old buildings, 
so I moved out and back into the pub with  
my nan and granddad. I’ve been in pubs ever 
since.”

The First And Last has undergone a mini 
transformation during the last year, with  
small changes making a big difference to 
visitors’ experience.

David said: “The pub is now clean, the 
atmosphere is right, there is new furniture, a bit 
of upholstery and I have put fresh food back in. 

There is nothing frozen other than the ice- 
creams!

“The locals are enjoying having their pub 
back and I just want to let other people find out 
about us.”

The First And Last is just outside Herne Bay 
in the picturesque village of Herne. It is 

surrounded by green fields and perfect for a 
meal or a relaxing drink in the sunshine. 

However, with its cosy interior and toasty bar 
area, it is also a great location on dark winter 
evenings and a nice hot meal. 

It has good service and quality food, meaning 
its reputation as a good pub with an excellent 

menu has grown substantially during the last 
12 months.

So to avoid disappointment, you should book 
early to make sure of a table on Mother’s Day at 
the First and Last on Sunday, March 18.
  The First And Last, Herne, Herne Bay 
CT6 7JU (phone 01227 364465). 
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Lewis Carroll classic 
brought to the stage
Alice In Wonderland
The Avenue Theatre, Sittingbourne 
Saturday, April 21  
01795 471140 
www.avenuetheatre.co.uk

THE Avenue Theatre in Sittingbourne is hosting 
a new adaptation of the classic children’s novel 
Alice In Wonderland.
The Edge Theatre School will bring a lively 
stage version of Lewis Carroll’s famous title to 
Swale for two showings on Saturday, April 21, at 
2pm and 6pm.
For those who have never read it or seen the 
recent film version starring Johnny Depp, the 
story centres on inquisitive youngster Alice, who 
falls down a rabbit-hole only to find herself in 
another world full of adventures. Will Alice ever 
escape? Will she ever find out what the white 
rabbit was late for? 
Classic characters such as the March Hare, 
the  Mad Hatter, the homicidal Queen Of Hearts 
and the troublesome Cheshire Cat will all be 
up to their tricks in an entertaining family show. 
Tickets are priced at £6.

Be inspired by blooms 
Gardening open days
Godinton House, Ashford
01233 620773
www.godinton-house-gardens.co.uk

GODINTON House has two garden open days, 
on Sunday, March 25, and Sunday, April 1, in 
support of the National Gardens Scheme. The 
Godinton gardens are now open for the season. 
At this time of year you can enjoy the bones of 
a garden’s design as well as the massed drifts 
of daffodils in the Wild Garden. There is also the 
individual perfection of a crocus in the Alpine 
House.  
As the gardeners prepare the plants for the new 
season, visitors will take home some inspiration 
to get them started on their own gardens.

Celebration
of rural life
Lamb fest 
Hadlow College, Tonbridge
Saturday and Sunday,  
March 10-11
01732 850551

Walk and talk 
like animals
Theme days
Howletts and Port Lympne 
Wild Animal Parks
0844 8424647
www.aspinallfoundation.org

TWO themes will dominate 
events at two of Kent’s 
premier wild animal parks 
this month. Visitors to Port 
Lympne, near Hythe, will learn 
about adaptation in the animal 

kingdom, with special events, 
talks and activities.
Animal director Adrian 
Harland said: “Animals are 
specialists at adjusting to their 
surroundings. Why do gibbons 
have such long arms and why 
do elephants have wrinkly 
skin?”
At Howletts, near Canterbury, 
March’s theme is An Animal 
Choir. Animal director Neil 
Spooner said: “Visitors will 
be able to learn how animals 
communicate and why they 
snort, cough or hoot.” 
There will be trails, talks and 
quiz sheets.

KENT ATTRACTIONS

HADLOW College heralds the 
arrival of spring with its  
popular annual lambing 
weekend.
Last year the event attracted 
more than 10,000 visitors from 
all over Kent and Sussex, all 
looking to celebrate the UK’s 
traditional countryside hobbies 
and pastimes.
Outdoor fans will be able to 
attend lambing-shed talks as 
well as take tours of Hadlow 
College’s specialist animal-
management unit. 
During the weekend there will 
be a number of attractions 
including sheepdog trials, 
dog-grooming demonstrations 
and tractor- and trailer-rides 

as well as countryside sports 
demonstrations. 
The Hadlow site is directly off 
the A26 on the Tonbridge side 
of Hadlow village.  
The show will run from 11am 

to 4pm each day.
Ticket prices are £4 for adults, 
and £10 for a family of two 
adults and up to three children. 
Visit www.hadlow.ac.uk for 
more information.
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Weddings in 
the spotlight 
What a show!
Quex Park, Birchington
Sunday, March 4
www.quexmuseum.org
01843 842168

THE 2012 Quex Spring 
Wedding Fayre promises to be 
an event that will inspire all 
brides-to-be.   
An eclectic display of more 
than 45 exhibits ranging from 
dresses, cakes, jewellery and 
photography to a range of 
wedding cars is available to 
view.  
The wedding and functions 
room, the Hannah Dining Suite, 
will be available to view and 
dedicated wedding consultants 
will be on hand to assist you in 
tailoring your most memorable 
day.
The highlight of the show is 
a grand prize draw, offering 
couples the opportunity to win 
free venue styling. In addition, 
everyone who registers on the 
day has the chance to win gift 
vouchers worth £200.
Entry is free to all and the 
show is open from 11am to 
4pm on Sunday, March 4.

Sweets for you all  
The Searchers
Hazlitt Arts Centre,  
Maidstone
Sunday, March 18
www.hazlittartscentre.co.uk

POP-ROCKERS The Searchers are still going 
strong 50 years after their formation. 
Next month they bring their skiffle sound to the 
Hazlitt Arts Centre in Maidstone. 
The group were first signed up in the early 60s 
and belted out their debut hit Sweets For My 
Sweet, which went to No 1 and was described by 
John Lennon at the time as “the best record out 
of Liverpool”. 
A run of top records followed, including Needles 
And Pins, Don’t Throw Your Love Away and 
Someday We’re Gonna Love Again.
In 1981 the group played before the Queen in the 
Royal Variety Performance. Phone the box office 
on 01622 758611 or visit www.hazlittartscentre.

Erosion and 
Alzheimer’s
Poignant play
Theatre Royal Margate
Tuesday, March 6, 7.30pm
01227 787 787
www.theatreroyalmargate.com

FOLLOWING a successful  
premiere in 2011, the play  
1 Beach Road is being taken 
on a UK spring tour, which 
includes a stop in Margate.
This production from the 

award-winning RedCape 
Theatre is a tale of friendship, 
coastal erosion, Alzheimer’s, 
synchronized swimming and 
trying to turn back the tide. 
Drawing from true stories of 
people in Norfolk and from 
study into Alzheimer’s, the 
play looks at the metaphorical 
connections between coastal 
erosion and memory loss. 
Relentlessly the sea swallows 
first the road, then the row of 
bungalows and finally its way 
to the back door of the bed-
and-breakfast at 1 Beach Road, 
where the inhabitants refuse 
to budge.

Have a right 
old knees-up 
Chas Hodges
The Orchard, Dartford
Sunday, March 18, 7.30pm
www.orchardtheatre.co.uk 
01322 220000

CHAS Hodges, best known 
as one half of the popular 
cockney duo Chas And Dave, 
is coming to The Orchard 
Theatre in Dartford.
The pair entertained punters 

for years with songs such as 
Gertcha, London Girls and, of 
course, Rabbit.  
In this special one-night 
performance the geezer will 
entertain the audience with all 
the best-loved hits, including 
The Sideboard Song, Margate, 
Snooker Loopy and Ain’t No 
Pleasing You.
Special guest Lonnie Donegan 
Jnr and his band will be paying 
tribute to his late father and 
his many hits, such as My Old 
Man’s A Dustman, Does Your 
Chewing Gum Lose Its Flavour, 
Battle Of New Orleans and 
Putting On The Style.

To be included on this page, please email 
features@kosmedia.co.ukEXHIBITIONS & EVENTS

New Holidayhome... 

New Lifestyle... 

New Location...

New Romney

Caravan Park

Call for more information:

01797 362247
New Romney Caravan Park, 
Clark Road, Greatston, 
New Romney 
TN28 8PB

www.newromneycaravanpark.co.uk

Make Your
Dreams 
A Reality
Experience an award
winning secluded family
run park set in the
glorious Kent countryside
where everyday is a new
experience 

Luxurious holiday 
homes available 
from £6995

An evening of Music,
Dancing and

Top Level Comedy
With bar and dance floor

STARRING

MICK
MILLER

Royal Variety Performance 2011

ALSO STARRING

THE VINTAGE
CORPORATION

Top 60s and 70s band

SATURDAY
24TH MARCH 2012
Doors Open 7.30pm, Show starts 8pm.

The Legendary 70s Comedian

TICKETS ONLY

£10.00
CONCESSIONS

£9.00

FOR TICKETS CALL:
01303 894 857 OR

01233 733 993
(CARDS ACCEPTED)

BOOK ONLINE AT www.thevintagecorporation.co.uk with Paypal

HAWKINGE COMMUNITY CENTRE
HERON FORSTAL AVENUE,

HAWKINGE, FOLKESTONE, CT18 7TP
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www.connections4you.net
Tel: 01843 823007/ 823700

COLLECTION TIMES FROM
02:00   04:00   09:00   13:00

RETURN FROM HEATHROW
08:00   10:00   15:00   19:00

Margate

Ramsgate

Broadstairs

Birchington

Westgate

Sandwich

Deal

Dover

Folkestone

Herne Bay

Whitstable

Faversham

Canterbury 

Ashford

RETURN FROM GATWICK
08:45   10:45   15:45   19:45

SHUTTLE SERVICE
No drama, no fuss, no hassle, 
no stress, no parking!" 
GATWICK &
HEATHROW DAILY
FOR JUST...

PICK UP POINTS
••••••••••••••••••••

••••••••••••••••••••

£40
per person 

£120
two people

return

£75
return

£65
two peoplesingle

Opening hours 
Mon - Fri 0700 - 1800 / Sat & Sun - 0900 - 1500
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HAMSTREET
£1,400 PCM AVAILABLE NOW

U/F
A modern and spacious detached

home in a sought-after village
location. Four bedrooms, three

reception rooms, en-suite, double
garage, off road parking,

landscaped gardens. 

WOOTTON
£1,275 PCM AVAILABLE NOW

U/F
An attractive four bedroom semi-

detached bungalow with its own gardens,
off road parking and double garage,
accessed off a shared private drive.

Located between the villages of 
Denton and Wootton.

HARTLIP
£2,000 PCM AVAILABLE NOW

U/F
An impressive four bedroom

detached house boasting three
reception rooms, utility room, and
en-suite bathroom. Large gardens
(approx. 0.5acre), double garage 

and ORP.

0845 521 1980
www.angela-hirst.com

ANGELA HIRST
CHARTERED SURVEYORS

HOMES To read this and other property 
stories visit our property blog @

…or smartphone users 
can scan this QR code

Designers in running for national awards
TWO of kitchen company 
Krieder’s designers have been 
short-listed for this year’s 
prestigious annual KBB Review 
Awards, which reflect 
excellence across the industry. 

The final verdict will be 
given at a ceremony in 
Birmingham’s Metropole Hotel 
on Monday. 

Both designers work out of 
Krieder’s Tunbridge Wells 
studio in Chapel Place, 
creating contemporary 
kitchens for their clients 

throughout the UK and beyond.
Chris Etheridge is in the final 

four for Designer Of The Year 
in the under-£30,000 kitchen 
category, while Justin Marley 
is short-listed in the £30,000 - 
£50,000 group.

Both categories reward  
the skill of the kitchen designer 
not only for aesthetic and 
practical results but also  
their use of budget, problem- 
solving and meeting the 
client’s brief. 

In selecting the under- 

£30,000 short-list, the judges 
are looking for the way 
designers have managed to 
achieve flair and individuality 
while keeping to reasonable 
budgets – a genuine skill that 
is essential for the success  
of the front-line kitchen 
retailer. 

The judges are particularly 
interested in where the 
designer has spent money 
wisely so as to ensure they 
successfully exceed customer 
expectations.

Bars and games rooms boom 
as more choose to stay home 
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk

By Amy Nicholas

CELEBRITIES may party at chic clubs, restau-
rants and premieres, but increasingly the hottest 
entertainment destination for the rest of us is our 
own home.

Cinemas, party rooms, bars and 
games rooms are now considered 
must-haves in high-end homes. 
And while most people don’t have 
the budget for such lavish spaces, 
it doesn’t stop us embracing the 
philosophy that staying in is the 
new going out and looking for kit 
to make it possible.

“The world has moved on in 
terms of the way people use  
their homes,” said designer Tara 
Bernerd, of Tara Bernerd &  
Partners. “Of course, those who 
can afford luxury want enter-
tainment areas – cinema room, 
games room with a pool table 
and a ‘nightclub’ zone so they 
can effortlessly and instantly  
enjoy their often quite limited  
leisure time.

“Most people now regard their homes as little 
kingdoms, where they can demonstrate their 
taste, be cocooned and amused when they’re 
alone or with family, or entertain in style when 
the mood takes them.”

Home bars have shed their naff reputation. A 

built-in bar was a famous and much-mocked  
fixture in the Trotters’ lounge in TV’s Only Fools 
And Horses, but now high-street giants Marks & 
Spencer and John Lewis both have sophisticated 
ranges of drinks cabinets and trolleys.

Socialising indoors means you can tailor an 
occasion exactly to suit you and your 

guests. This could potentially save 
you money, not to mention freeing 

hosts from concerns over drink-
ing and driving.

“Men may be more interested 
in gadgets, gizmos and toys for 
a games room, while women 
are keen to have areas where 
they can relax and entertain, 
such as cinema rooms and bar 
areas,” said Bernerd.

Convenience and privacy are 
motivating factors for those who 
already have the luxury gyms, 
pools and spas and see separate 
entertainment zones as comple-
mentary to those facilities. But 
she points out that many people 
want multi-functional spaces.
“One of our aims is to ensure 

these rooms are versatile and have 
just as much atmosphere and appeal when they 
are used as intimate, relaxing spaces as when 
they’re used for entertaining groups of friends  
or for parties,” said Bernerd.

The rooms themselves can, of course, be  
tailored to specific interests.

LOOK LOCAL FIRST AT

“We want to buy a house

near to us - which is why

we check homes24 first

for local properties”

We want to
buy a home.
We want to
buy a home.

IN PRINT
ONLINE
ON MOBILE



Hi-tech home offering style and space
A VERY impressive luxury house situated just a 
short distance from the scenic town centre of 
Hythe is available to buy. 

It offers sea views to the front and is an ex-
tremely spacious accommodation. The house is 
on the market with local agency Champion and 
Company, with an asking price of £825,000. 

The home includes a nice porch, spacious  
entrance hall, living room, dining room, study 
and family room. There is also a fitted Schmidt 
kitchen and breakfast room, with a number of 
integrated appliances and attractive acrylic 
stone work-tops. 

The house also offers a utility room, shower 
room, master bedroom with en-suite bathroom 
and shower and a luxurious walk-in dressing 
room, as well as access to the south-facing  
balcony.

The second bedroom is also en-suite, with 

walk-in dressing room and access to a large  
balcony. Three further bedrooms, a family bath-
room, detached double garage and electric-gated 
entry with video security system are just some of 
the top features.

The landscaped gardens include large decked 
sun terrace and smaller decked area with a 
sunken tub.

 Other notable features include uPVC double- 
glazing windows with lockable blinds, under-
floor heating to all groundfloor areas, gas-fired 
central heating (first-floor heating), alarm system 
connected to the garage, multi-room entertain-
ment system with built-in speakers, networked 
satellite TV points, central vacuum system with 
remote waste-collection point in the garage and 
extensive external lighting and sockets.
For more details or to arrange a viewing, call 
Champion and Company on 01303 260666.

Your 
Independent
Estate Agents
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Tel: 01303 260666 www.championandco.com

The Green, Saltwood
Hythe, Kent CT21 4PS

A most impressive luxury house, only short distance from Hythe, sea views to
front, 3 receps, study, 5 beds, 4 bath/shower rooms, double garage,

landscaped gardens.

£825,000 Freehold

HYTHE

Exceptionally attractive Edwardian det house, 3 receps, 4 beds, 3
bath/showers, double garage, beautifully landscaped gardens, in and out

drive, channel and coastal views.

£645,000 Freehold

HYTHE/SALTWOOD

Spacious family house situated in popular road, 2 receps, 5 beds,
2 bath/showers, large rear garden with decking, double garage.

£530,000 Freehold

HYTHE/SALTWOOD

Occupying an enviable position, sought after location, det 4 beds,
pool room, garage, above ground swimming pool, panoramic views over

Hythe and Channel.

£425,000 Freehold

HYTHE

Very unusual and unique property, excellent sea and coastal views 
from rear, 2 receps, 3 beds, 2 bath/shower rooms, garage, gardens of

almost 1/2 acre.

£415,000 Freehold

HYTHE

Deceptively spacious det house, 2 receps, 3 beds, 2 bath/shower rooms,
cul-de-sac location in Saltwood village, requires updating 

and redecoration

£244,950 Freehold

SALTWOOD

RE
DU
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D
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D
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DU
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Email: sales@swandp.co.uk  01303 226622 www.swandp.co.uk
The Manor Office, 43 Castle Hill Avenue, Folkestone CT20 2RB

RESIDENTIAL SALES

•  4 bedroom detached house in
popular location 

•  Large established garden 
•  Walking distance high speed rail

link 

£420,000Folkestone
• Substantial detached family house 
• 4 bedrooms 
• Large garden enjoying lovely open

aspect 

£359,500Swingfield

• Elegant Grade II listed Georgian
house 

• 4 bedrooms 
• Lovely gardens & within walking

distance Hythe town centre 

£445,000Hythe

• Substantial 5 bedroom detached
house 

• Flexible accommodation 
• Sea views 

£499,000Seabrook

• Attractive 4 bed family house 
• Pretty gardens with lovely sea views 
• Elevated position in popular Cliff

Road area, Hythe. 

£395,000Hythe

• Spacious 4 bedroom detached
house 

• Study & south facing garden 
• Popular Hawkinge location 

£247,500Hawkinge

•  6 bedroom detached house 
• Popular West End location close to

the Leas Promenade 
• Large established garden 

£645,000Folkestone
• Detached 4 bedroom house 
•  Well presented 
•  Rural setting with farmland views 

£325,000 Swingfield
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Kent at your service
Email us at classified@kosmedia.co.uk              Telephone us on 01303 817150 Fax us on 01303 817001To Advertise

01303 488386  07952 146102

Visit our shop at 
184 Dover Road,

Folkestone CT20 1NX

Freesat HD
Installed £99

Freeview HD
Installed £99

WILL BETTER ANY QUOTATION

Fault Finding and Poor Reception a speciality
Extra Points Installed plus Repairs carried out

Digital Aerial and Satellite Installations

FOLKESTONE SATELLITE 
& AERIALS SOLUTIONS

AERIALS AND SATELLITE

A K Building
Services
ALL ASPECTS
COVERED BY

FULLY QUALIFIED
TRADESMAN.

ALL WORK
GUARANTEED.

CALL FOR A FREE
QUOTATION

01303 770795
07787 952231

BUILDING SERVICES

TAYLORS 
REFURBISHMENT 
SERVICES LIMITED

Major house alterations, bathrooms &
kitchens. Complete house renovations.

Loft & garage conversions.
Painting & decorating specialist.

30 years experience.
Fully insured, references available

01303 244425
07950 265651, 07950 265652

BUILDING SERVICES

SOUTHGATE
ELECTRICAL

SERVICES
Rewires, alterations, aerials, alarms.

FREE quotations. ‘Fully qualified’
For enquiries call

01227 712790
07889 895394

DOMESTIC
INSTALLER APPROVED CONTRACTOR

ELECTRICAL

PAYNE & SON
ELECTRICAL
Part P Registered

Tel: 01795 553633
Mob: 07931 869263

• Rewires
• Inspection & testing
• No job too big 

or too small

www.payneandsonelectrical.co.uk

ELECTRICAL

NE
FENCING, LANDSCAPE 

& TREE WORK
• PATIOS • PATHS • PONDS 

• ALSO HEDGE LAYING
CALL NICK

07779 723001
01227 791992

Established
1985 

FENCING

AMEND GARDEN SERVICES

07767 082522 01227 283719
For a free and friendly quote, call Mike on

• Paddocks, Meadows & Greens Mowed
• Regular Grass & Hedge Cutting

• Garden Clearance • Lawn Treatments
• Weed Control•All gardening work covered 

• Seasonal Leaf Clearance

GREAT DEALS FOR BLOCK
PAVING & PATIO CLEANING

Covering Herne Bay, Whitstable,
Canterbury, Thanet & the surrounding areas

GARDENING / LANDSCAPING

GENERAL SERVICES

Create MAXIMUM storage whilst using LESS space!

07725 952521
www.aa-gliderobes.co.uk

• Made to measure sliding
wardrobe system

• Free design & quotation
• Fitted interiors to customer

requirements 
• Matching bedroom

furniture available
• Safety backed mirror or

wooden panel doors
• Choice of solidwood or

laminated frames

A&A
GLIDEROBES

A&A
GLIDEROBES

GENERAL SERVICES

MOTORS

YOUR LOCAL
AERIAL MAN

• TV Aerial installations
• Freesat Satellite installations
• DAB & Stereo FM radio aerials

installed
• Satellite & TV aerial maintenance
• Extra points for TVs and Satellite

systems

07860 645643
www.timeshopping.co.uk

All work guaranteed 
with a personal service

Estimates and good 
advice given freely
ESTABLISHED 1972

AERIALS AND SATELLITE

Professional Computer Support
Services for your Home or Business

✓ Network Installation

✓ Microsoft Sbs 2003 to 2011 Specialists

✓ Computer Supply and Repairs

✓ Upgrades

✓ Virus & Spyware removal

✓ Corporate Antivirus Software providers

✓ Data Recovery

✓ Managed Support Services

✓ Cisco Installation and Support

✓ Backup Solutions

For a full list please visit www.premone.co.uk

If you are a company looking to buy IT Products
online, please visit our online store

www.premone.net, over 50,000 products online

If you are looking to buy IT Products
online, please visit our online store

www.premone.net, over 70,000 products online

COMPUTERS

Broken Hinges

Misted sealed Units

Window Lock

Hinges

Window Handles

Broken Glass

Letterboxes

Patio Door Wheels

Door Locks

Door Handles

Miranda
DOUBLE GLAZING

REPAIRS

AND MANY OTHER ITEMS HELD IN STOCK
FAST, FRIENDLY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

For a free quote call now
01634 717400

www.mdgrepairs.co.uk
Unit 15, Dickens Court, Enterprise Close,

Medway City Estate, Rochester, Kent ME2 4LY

REGISTERED

DOUBLE GLAZING SPARE PARTS COUNTER
TRADE AND PUBLIC WELCOME

Clearly a name you can trust
Meeting your needs - however big or small -

with over 20 years experience

DOUBLE GLAZING

Welling Branch Orchard Fencing Ltd
Stephenson Close, Welling, Kent DA16 3AT

Telephone 0208 855 6961 Fax 0208 316 0303
Catford Branch Orchard Fencing Ltd

Ardoch Road, Catford, London SE6 1SZ
Telephone 0208 698 4064 Fax 0208 698 9146

FENCING

Total price for this kitchen layout from
£6,995.00 inc. VAT

. . .Not as expensive
as you think!!!

Intoto Kitchens, 21a Lower Bridge Street
Canterbury  CT1 2LG

01227 451777
www.intoto.co.uk

www.intoto.co.uk/showroom/view/canterbury

Total price for this kitchen layout from
£6,995.00 inc. VAT

• Price includes: NEFF multifunction oven,
induction hob, island extractor, dishwasher,
and fridge/freezer, plus laminate work
tops, and stainless steel sink with tap.

• Free innovative design and written
quotation.

• Full installation service available
• Large range of contemporary, 

handle-less, and traditional ranges.

KITCHEN INSTALLATIONS
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Kent at your service
Email us at classified@kosmedia.co.uk              Telephone us on 01303 817150 Fax us on 01303 817001To Advertise

CARS WANTED 
FOR CASH

ALL VEHICLES FROM LARGE VANS, 
4X4S TO SMALL CARS 

WITH AND WITHOUT M.O.T'S.
WE OFFER A VERY GOOD RATE, 

A VERY FAST COLLECTION SERVICE 
WITH FULL RECIEPT ON PURCHASE.

PLEASE CALL FOR QUOTES:
07940179944 - KCC REGISTERED

MOTORS

PLANNING

RAPID
PLANT & TOOL HIRE

01227 250051
01795 423505

01634 540027
01622 320039

quote ref kos1

Carpet cleaner from £20.00
Mini Diggers from  £85.00

PLANT AND TOOL

T: 01843 592238   M: 07900317038
E: GeniePBS@gmail.com

★ Plastering ★ Rendering 
★ Painting & Decorating

★ All ASPECTS OF REFURBISHMENT
CARRIED OUT

★ REFERENCES AVAILABLE
★ FREE QUOTES 

PLASTERING

MGB Plastering
Clean & tidy • reliable • friendly service

- All aspects of plastering
- Rendering
- Stud walls tacking
- Ceilings
- Dry lining 
- FREE ESTIMATES

No job too small | 07710 402501

PLASTERING

Coving, Rendering,
Screeding, Pebble Dashing,

Reliable service,
Free estimates!

C JERROM
PLASTERING

01227 742659
07729 766337

PLASTERING

Call 07833 297549
or 01622 892355

www.jh-plumbingandheating.co.uk
and email jhplumbing@live.co.uk

PLUMBING

TJ Plumbing &
Heating Services
• Service and installation
• Replacement and repair
• Gas fires, combi boilers, water heaters & cookers
• Fully insured and reliable service

01795 475391 • 07912 940875

Boiler Service £50
Landlords Certificate £60

Boiler Breakdown Cover £5.99

PLUMBING

Are you considering a home makeover or
refurbishment or do you need to repair

and maintain your homee?
Restorations helps you plan and create beautiful surroundings.

Whether you want a new kitchen or bathroom, the interior or
exterior of your home decorated or repaired, a complete

refurbishment or minor repairs, we can help.

Call Geoff on 01227 720114 or 07877 932158 
for an initial discussion.

Working throughout Kent and East Sussex 
our quotes are free and all work is guaranteed.

www.fmb.org.uk/member-builders/Restorations-CT3-1RT

RESTORATION

Canterbury based Man and Van
• Small haulage & small removals
• Storage runs
• Individuals items
• Student moves
• Flat/office moves

ALL VAN Services KENT

Neil 07999 446400
info@allvanserviceskent.co.uk
www.allvanserviceskent.co.uk

Collection & Delivery
“The next move is yours”

REMOVALS

TOMMINS
Roofing & Building Co

All roofing & building repairs - 
no job too small.

All work fully guaranteed.
Free quotations and advice

Covering Medway and surrounding villages
01634 222638  07956 305603

ROOFING

Danny Clarke
The Flat Roofing

Specialist
• Free Estimates and advice

• Special Offer ~
GARAGE ROOFS only £500!

All works Guaranteed for 10 YEARS

01634 580103 /
07508 776459

ROOFING

RUSSELL’S
PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE
PAINTING AND DECORATING

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
• paint stripping
• plastering repairs
• gutters cleared, repaired or renewed
• conservatories, patios, block paving

and driveways jet washed
• general garden maintenance
• sheds, fences and decking treated

NO JOB TOO SMALL
OAPs DISCOUNT

Call me today for a competitive price

01843 596346
or

07753 251888

✁

✁

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

• NEW ROOFS
• REPAIRS
• SLATING / TILING
• LEAD WORK
• FLAT ROOFING
• GUTTERING

Major Credit/Debit Cards accepted

TEL: 01634 326 289 MOBILE: 07930 902 404
www.advancedroofcare.co.uk
Office: 113A Barnsole Road, 
Gillingham, Kent ME7 4DY

Advanced 
Roof Care

Approved by Fairtrades
Local family run company providing a friendly

& reliable service throughout Medway &
surrounding areas.

FIRESTONE
EPDM garageroofs from £995with 30yrs
guarantee

A quote from us is
FREE and hard to beat

ROOFING

SECURITY

TM

SHREDDING

SECURITY
SHREDDING

SERVICE

0845 071 2351

www.castlesremovals.co.uk     

Prevent fraud and securely destroy ...

YOU DROP WE SHRED ORWE SHRED YOU WATCH ORYOU SHRED WE WATCH

SECURITY

Call Us: 01892 704 139
www.winchmoretutors.com

Tutors welcome to apply

Home Tuition in Kent
Winchmore Tutors is the only 

Department for Education ‘Quality 

Marked’ tuition agency, offering tailored 

tuition to students across Kent.

We offer: 

 * 11+ and common entrance prep

* KS1 - KS3 tutors

* GSCE tutors

* A-level tutors

* SEN tutors

Our tutors are interviewed face to face, 

fully screened and vetted, hold valid CRB 

checks and are qualified.

Our Tunbridge Wells office covers 

Medway, Swale, Sevenoaks, Canterbury

and the rest of  Kent.

TUTORS
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carsforkent.co.uk

Price:
From £21,290
Driving appeal:

Image:

Space:

Value:

Running costs:

Reliability:

How green?:

Best rival:
Audi Q3
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The Minivan is back 
and cool as ever

Aygo launches Fire 
and Ice extremes

Chevrolet offers new 
registration savings

First GEAR
MOTORING NEWS

Vauxhall 
takes to the 
racetrack to 
fine-tune 
latest Corsa

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk

By Sam Davison

MERCEDES-BENZ liked to call the original  
B-Class a compact sports tourer, but you  
felt somebody on high had ordered “Call  
it what you like, but don’t call it a people  
carrier or MPV!”.

Except it was just that – tall, boxy and 
versatile but not particularly nice to look at or 
drive, particularly if you were paying Mercedes 
money and expecting to cut a dash.

However, the German premium marque has 
got it right this time with the second generation 
car, officially in showrooms this weekend and 
already generating far more interest than its 
predecessor ever did.

The new B has more style and handling 
panache to earn the compact sports tourer tag; 
incredibly, it’s five centimetres lower and 
exceptionally aerodynamic while offering even 
more of the space and versatility of the old 
2005-2011 car.

Priced from £21,290, quality and technology 
is also a major step forward:

“No model change in the history of Mercedes-
Benz has ever seen so many new developments 
introduced in one fell swoop,” according to M-B. 

And this is one of those rare occasions when  
a manufacturer’s hype doesn’t need to be 
swallowed with a pinch of salt.

Mercs have always been at the top for looking 
after occupants at crunch time, but the B-Class 
breaks new ground with a radar-based collision 
warning system as standard.

This weights up the brakes in anticipation if it 
detects that the car is too close to the vehicle in 
front and alerts the possibly distracted driver. 
The Pre Safe system pioneered on the S-Class 
range flagship is also offered as an extra, 
delivering a whole raft of further protection.

The cabin is airy, with excellent headroom 
and fold flat rear seats for maximum cargo 
capacity, while four equipment packages are 
offered for owner customisation: Chrome, 
Sports, Exclusive and Night – it’s a sexier 
proposition than last time around.

Practical car buyers are also usually people 
with an eye on ecology and economy and the  
B-Class won’t disappoint, with all-new low 
emission, green powertrains with stop/start  
for added economy in congested conditions.

There’s a new direct injection turbocharged 
four-cylinder petrol engine series, a new diesel, 
six-speed manual gearboxes as standard and 
even a VW-style dual clutch seven-speed 
transmission that allows the car to be driven 
auto or manual, but with manual transmission 
economy. All wear M-B’s eco-friendly  
BlueEfficiency branding.

I tried a flagship B200 CDI in smart Sport 
trim, fitted with the dual-clutch box and loaned 
courtesy of the Lookers Mercedes-Benz group, 
which has sites at Maidstone, Tonbridge, 
Ashford and Canterbury. The gearbox is 
seamless and impressive, though adds £1,450 
to the £24,710 price of the manual version.

‘A’ grade B-Class this time

DON’T LIKE
... the fact that versatility has to cost this much, 
but then again, why shouldn’t MPV buyers have 
a premium option?

‘‘‘‘
NOT SURE

... there will be enough premium car buyers who 
will want the everyday image of an MPV… even 
if it is a good-looking one.

‘‘‘‘
REALLY LIKE

... how Mercedes-Benz has kicked on from the 
previous car, which now likes look a sort of 
gawky prototype ahead of the classy real deal.

‘‘‘‘ NEW IMAGE: 
The revamped 
B-Class  
is a great 
improvement
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I’VE become a Suzuki convert.
Apart from producing good cut-price off-road-

ers, I used to think the Japanese marque pro-
duced a lot of dross. A case in point was the Swift 
supermini – it had none of the elegance of the 
bird, and Swift it wasn’t.

But latter day Swift models have signalled a 
Suzuki revival: the first new era Swift (2005-
2011) resembled the BMW Mini for looks and 
fun, but was vastly more affordable.

Using admirable ‘don’t fix it if it ain’t broke’ 
thinking, Suzuki has since morphed that car into 
a slightly bigger second generation model  
retaining much of its predecessor’s styling, but 
breaking new ground in quality, fit and finish, 
thereby catching up and surpassing French su-
perminis that used to attract people seeking style 
and value.

Nowhere is this more evident than in the ex-
cellent Swift Sport model, the range flagship at 
£13,499 and unbeatable in its price class. 

It could be even more affordable if Suzuki 
stripped out some unnecessary extras such  
as the fancy keyless locking and cruise control 
and downgraded from climate control to plain 
air con.

After all, if you’re having fun then what’s the 
point of those? It’s not as if there haven’t been 
precedents in stripped out, back to basics hot 
hatchbacks such as the Peugeot Rallye 106 or 
equivalent Citroen Saxos.

I would draw the line at losing the Swift Sport’s 
alloys though, which make the car look far more 
expensive than its modest price would suggest. 

Inside, the hike in quality on this new genera-
tion car is excellent, with supportive sports  
seats, a well-arranged and durable dashboard, 
all the Bluetooth/MP3 ‘toys connectivity’ re-
quired of a youth-orientated hot hatch, plus a 
lovely perforated leather sports wheel with audio 
and cruise controls.

But is the Swift Sport only a young person’s 
car? I would argue that its appeal stretches 
across generations, much like the Mini.

For a start, it is not an out and out hot hatch: 
the free-revving 136PS (135bhp) 1.6-litre petrol 
engine will take you to 62mph in under nine 
seconds, but that qualifies it more as a warm 
hatch rather than a scorcher like the £22,295. 
Vauxhall Corsa VXR Nurburging (6.6 Seconds) 
reviewed elsewhere this week.

It also makes it easier to insure (group 19 – the 
above Corsa group 34) than you might expect, 
whilst a crisp six-speed gearbox clinches my the-
ory that Suzuki has set out to create a crowd-
pleasing sports model to suit all occasions…and 
owner profiles.  

With the tall top gear engaged the Sport will 
cruise the motorway happily, but it also means 
there are a lot of other cogs to play with on more 
engaging roads, and you’ll want to change gear 

a lot to enjoy blipping the throttle and keeping 
the revs up.

Pin sharp steering also comes into play, but 
before the more sober-suited of you turns the 
page, you would also be impressed with the 
Sport’s ride quality and refinement.

I’ve criticised some hot hatches for the bag-
gage they bring in terms of poor economy, dis-
comfort and noise for the 90 per cent of traffic 
conditions we must endure on ‘modern’ roads, 
just for the sake of that 10 per cent when you 
can cut loose a bit. Well, there’s none of that 
with the Sport – it’s a cracking little all-rounder 
that can average more than 40mpg. 

The caveats are that it comes only as a three-
door – you must look elsewhere in the Swift 
range (from £10,660) for five-door accessibility 
– and rear legroom and boot space are average, 
but it should still make a Suzuki convert out of 
you, too.

Expect a Swift conversion

WINNING 
FORMULA: 
The latest 
version of the 
Suzuki Swift 
is surprisingly 
appealing, 
converting our 
reviewer to 
the brand

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk

By Sam Davison

First GEAR

SUZUKI SWIFT 1.6 SPORT: PRICE £13,499  FACT FILE

MOTORING NEWS

MOTORING Visit carsforkent.co.uk

STYLE can be practical –  
that’s the argument behind  
the Mini Clubvan Concept, 
which also revives the classic 
1960s Minivan.

We can expect this concept 
to go all the way too, since  
the appeal is obvious for  
firms, couriers or tradesmen 
keen to project a premium 
image while making their 
business calls. 

Vehicle-customisation nuts 
will be rubbing their hands, too.

Grand return 
for Minivan

CHEVROLET has put down  
a marker on ’12-plate offers 
with savings of up to £4,000 
across the range, plus the 
brand’s usual five-year/ 
100,000-mile warranty.

The versatile Spark 1.0+ city 
car is selling for £6,975, 
slashing £1,500 off the usual 
price, and there are even 
savings on the impressive 
newly-launched Aveo super-
mini (pictured) – a 1.2 LS costs 
just £8,995.

Great value 
from Chevy

TOYOTA has launched  
flagship Fire (from £9,595)  
and Ice (from £9,895) models 
to complete its revitalised 
Aygo city car range (from 
£8,495) now arriving in 
showrooms.

Apart from a visual  
makeover the other big Aygo 
news is that the car’s 1.0-litre 
VVT-i engine now emits less 
than 100g/km CO2 emissions, 
thereby escaping road tax and 
the London congestion charge.

Aygo to the 
extremes

Image:
Space:
Value:
Reliabilty:
How green?:
Road tax: £130
Best rival: Seat Ibiza FR
Kent dealers:
Tunbridge Wells Suzuki 
 01892 520026

JCB Suzuki Ashford 

 01233 210473

SMC Sittingbourne 

 0844 247 1096

Walldonway, Larkfield

 01732 870386
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When it comes to quality and price we stand out from the rest.

Lookers plc
Mercedes-Benz of Canterbury Broad Oak Road, Canterbury, Kent CT2 7PX
0844 539 5014 www.lookers.co.uk/mercedes-benz

To book an appointment please call Mercedes-Benz of Canterbury Broad Oak Road on 0844 539 5014

Mercedes-Benz of Canterbury, Broad Oak Road... the ONLY 
Approved Used Sales and After Sales Retailer in Canterbury.

Choose from over 400 Approved Used Mercedes-Benz in Group Stock including:

A-Class  from £6,990 B-Class  from £8,995 CLK-Class  from £12,990 CLC-Class  from £13,395

C-Class Saloon  from £14,495 E-Class Saloon  from £15,995 E-Class Estate  from £18,995 M-Class  from £19,995

Approved Used Cars

Follow us on

†Full terms and conditions apply. Offer only valid for appointments booked by March 31st 2012. Offer excludes all AMG models. Offer excludes any further mandatory items that may be required dependent on mileage. These will be competitively quoted on independently. *Average based on customer 
service feedback from Service Events held at Mercedes-Benz Canterbury between 1 January and 30 December 2011.

Mercedes-Benz of Canterbury - Broad Oak Road will 
match any genuine quotation from a non-official 
workshop where Genuine Mercedes-Benz Parts 
& Fluids are used. What’s more if your car is over 
3 years old you will benefit from:

 - Up to 40% towards labour charges†

 - Up to 12.5% towards parts prices†

 - Up to 10% towards the price of tyres†

 - Complimentary software upgrades

 - Complimentary Health Checks

And if that wasn’t enough, until the end 
of March all MOT’s are half price.

CUSTOMERS

 - Complimentary wash and vacuum with 
every Service

 - Complimentary MOT when you have a Service 
carried out

To book an appointment please call Mercedes-Benz of Canterbury on 0844 539 5014



to be beyond the skills and sensibility of any driv-
er, but the car is impressive, not least because it 
is a useable everyday piece of kit that just hap-
pens to corner on rails, to use a cliché.

This has been achieved by Bilstein dampers 
and new springs, lightweight yet powerful Brem-
bo brakes, lowering the VXR’s already miserly 
ride height and – where a lot of the extra cash 
goes – a limited-slip differential on the front axle 
to tame the leap in bhp.

The standard VXR controls its already prodi-
gious power well to make it one of the better hot 
hatches to live with on mundane miles, but pow-
erful small and light front-wheel drive cars are 
never far from the clutches of torque steer, where 
the driver grapples with a bucking steering 
wheel as the front wheels scrabble to apply far 
too much horsepower to the road.

The Nurburgring’s set-up means a potential 
spitfire of a car becomes a snarling, but control-

lable, wildcat. It is truly fun to drive, but you also 
know that it wouldn’t hurt to travel several hun-
dred miles in it thanks to real world ride quality 
and supportive Recaro sports seats, plus a six-
speed gearbox for motorway cruising. It’s not 
even particularly noisy at high speeds.

I will be deemed old school though in saying 
that the interior could do with a splash of 1980s 
hot hatch colour, with bright braces (seatbelts) 
and highlights to the wheel and seat trimming.
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Corsa on track with Nurburgring special

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk

By Sam Davison

IT’S true that genuine hot hatches are rapidly 
becoming a pointless exercise.

Young customers they appeal to most would 
normally struggle to insure the most junior car 
in the same model range, let alone the hottest 
and most outrageous.

But that’s the point in a way, because while 
our would -be boy racer knows he has no chance 
of getting his mitts on the turbo nutter model, 
short of breaking in and pinching it, he can at 
least enjoy glamour by association if he buys the 
1.2-litre cooking version.

And, whisper it, that’s largely why Vauxhall 
has gone to such pains to ensure that its Corsa 
supermini is in the buying public’s eye by pro-
ducing a super hot hatch version of its classy 
VXR performance model.

Known as the Nurburgring, it comes with an 
extra 13PS from the 192PS (190bhp) VXR 1.6-
litre turbo engine, plus a lot more in the chassis 
and handling department, though it will set  
you back a sobering £3,395 more than the 
standard VXR.

The enthusiast will see this as a price worth 
paying though, since the Nurburgring logos on 
the car are not lazy marketing tat; the car chassis 
really has been tuned on the famous German ‘no 
holds barred’ racetrack.

Checking this to the max on a UK road ought 

1ST DRIVE Vauxhall corsa 1.6i: PRICE £22,295            FACT FILE

Driving appeal:
Image:
Space:
Value:
Running costs:
Reliability:
How Green?:
Best rival: Renault Clio 
 Renaultsport
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in metallic desert red with contrasting black cloth interior-
climate control-alloy wheels-c/d in car entertainment system-
remote control central locking-front fog lights-electric front and
rear windows-cruise control-multiple airbag protection system-
drivers seat height adjustment-multifunction steering wheel-this
car has a full main dealer service history with only 44'800 miles
from new sensibly priced at only £5,495

2009/09 
PLATE AUDI 
A3 1.6 SE 
5 DOOR
HATCHBACK

in metallic stardust silver with contrasting black cloth interior-
air conditioning-electric windows-alloy wheels-front fog lights-
multiple airbag protection system-front armrest- Bose c/d in-
car entertainment system-remote control central locking-rear
parking sensors-electric adjustable door mirrors-
multifunctional steering wheel-front seat height adjustment-this
car has only covered 20,000 miles from new with a full Audi
service history, offers great value for money at only £11,995

2002/02 PLATE
VOLKSWAGEN
PASSAT 2.0
SE AUTO
4 DOOR

in metallic charcoal grey with contrasting black cloth interior-
air conditioning-electric windows-remote control central
locking-alloy wheels-c/d in-car entertainment system-electric
adjustable door mirrors-drivers seat height adjustment-multiple
airbag protection system-this car offers great value for money
and has a full service history. WAS £3,495 NOW £2,995

2003/03
PLATE
PEUGEOT
206CC 2.0 SE
CONVERTIBLE

2007/57 
PLATE
PEUGEOT 207
HDI 110 SE 
5 DOOR

in metallic black with contrasting grey velour interior-air
conditioning-panoramic glass roof with sun blinds-16inch alloy
wheels-front center arm rest-heated door mirrors-front fog
lights-multiple air bag protection-remote control central locking-
driver and passenger seat height adjustment-electric windows-
c/d in car entertainment system-multifunction steering wheel-
very high specification and has been well looked after-offers
great fuel economy fantastic value for money at only £5,995

2008/08 
PLATE
CITROEN C4
PICASSO
1.6HDI VTR+

in Midnight Black with contrasting black cloth interior-7 seats-
air conditioning-alloy wheels-cruise control-remote control
central locking-electric front and rear windows-multiple airbag
protection system-electric heated door mirrors, front fog lights-
multifunction steering wheel-c/d in car entertainment system-
isofix anchor points in front passenger and rear seats-this car
is an ideal family car which offers good fuel economy
reasonably priced at only £7,995

2008/08 PLATE
VAUXHALL
ASTRA 1.6T
DESIGN
3 DOOR

in metallic midnight black black half faux leather interior-air
con.-electric windows-factory fitted sat nav-alloy wheels-
electric heated adjustable door mirrors-c/d in car entertainment
system-multiple airbags-drivers seat height adjustment-
multifunction steering wheel-front fog lights-automatic
windscreen wipers-piano black dashboard-automatic lights-six
speed gearbox-lots of spec and very reasonably priced at only

£6,495

2007/07 
PLATE CITROEN
C4 1.6 SX
AUTOMATIC 
5 DOOR

in metallic stardust silver with contrasting black cloth interior-
alloy wheels-electric adjustable door mirrors-air conditioning-
remote central locking-Electric windows-c/d in car
entertainment system-drivers seat height adjustment-front fog
lights-this car has a full service history sensibly priced at only

£4,995

2007/57 
PLATE
PEUGEOT 
207 1.4 S 
5 DOOR 

in metallic twilight blue with contrasting black and grey cloth
interior-climate control-alloy wheels-electric heated door
mirrors-remote control central locking-multiple air bag
protection system-electric windows-front center arm rest-
driver and passenger seat height adjustment-c/d in car
entertainment system-multifunction steering wheel-this car
offers great fuel economy with low cost tax and insurance
groups sensibly priced at only £4,995

in metallic midnight Black with contrasting full back leather
interior-air conditioning-electric windows-remote control central
locking-front fog lights-alloy wheels-multiple airbag protection
system-electric power roof-c/d in-car entertainment system-
multi function steering wheelelectric adjustable door mirrors-
power steering-drivers seat height adjustment-this car is
offered with a full service history, sensibly priced at only

£3,495

2008/08 PLATE
VAUXHALL
ASTRA 1.6 
LIFE ESTATE 
5 DOOR

in metallic stardust silver with contrasting charcoal grey cloth
interior-air conditioning-electric windows-c/d in car
entertainment system-remote control central locking-drivers
seat height adjustment-roof rails-this car has a full service
history and only one owner from new ideal family car sensibly
priced at only £4,495

2006/06
PLATE SEAT
LEON 1.6
STYLANCE 
5 DOOR

PART EXCHANGES - NO SENSIBLE OFFERS REFUSED ON PART EXCHANGES
1998 (S) MERCEDES A160 ELEGANCE SEMI AUTOMATIC in metallic red with black cloth interior, air conditioning, electric windows, central locking, this car is offered with a new mot, taxed until the end of the year and sensibly priced at only ................................................................................£1,995
2000 (X) FORD FOCUS DIESEL ESTATE 1.8TDDi in metallic silver, air conditioning, very clean car, FSH, only 59,000 miles from new......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................£1,995
1999 (V) BMW 328i CABRIOLET AUTOMATIC in maroon with matching roof and contrasting cream leather interior-power roof- alloy wheels-this car has low mileage and is in excellent condition priced at only ..................................................................................................................................£3,995

SO
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2004/54
PLATE 
AUDI A3 1.6
FSI SE 
3 DOOR

in metallic moonstone grey with contrasting grey leather
interior-air conditioning/climate control-electric windows-alloy
wheels-cruise control-electric sunroof-c/d in car entertainment
system- multifunction steering wheel-electric door mirrors-
remote control central locking-drivers seat height adjustment-
multiple airbag protection-58'000 miles from new-Full audi
main dealer service history-in immaculate condition very high
quality spec only £5,495

2007/07
PLATE 
FORD FOCUS
1.8 TDCI GHIA
ESTATE

in metallic ocean blue with contrasting black cloth interior-air
conditioning-electric windows-remote control central locking-
alloy wheels-auto lights-auto wipers-multifunction steering
wheel-c/d in car entertainment system-front center armrest-
multiple airbag protection-electric heated door mirrors-front fog
lights-heated front and rear screens-drivers seat height
adjustment-great fuel economy full service history-would make
a good family car reasonably priced only £6,495

SO
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KENT CAR Sales & Finance
KENT’S 
LEADING
FINANCE
SPECIALIST

FINANCE IS
AVAILABLE
• ARREARS • DEFAULTS 
• CCJS - WE CAN HELP

ALL FINANCE
APPLICATIONS
ACCEPTED!!!
Typical APR 24.5%

PAST FINANCE
PROBLEMS?
WE COULD HELP
- PHONE TODAY

KENT CAR
VALETING
Professional Valets from £40 
GIFT VOUCHERS 
NOW AVAILABLE

ALL CARS

01227 719419
Wealden Forest Park, Herene
(Between Canterbury & Herne Bay)

HPI MOT PDI WTY VALET

HERNE BAY      A291      CANTERBURY

KENT CAR SALES

WEALDEN FOREST PARK
- ENTRANCE INTO WILDWOOD -

www.kentcarfinance.co.uk
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Official fuel consumption in mpg (litres/100km) for the Skoda range: Urban 19.2 (14.7) – 68.9 (4.1), Extra Urban 36.2 (7.8) – 94.2 (3.0),
Combined 27.7 (10.2) – 83.1 (3.4).  CO2 emissions for the Skoda range 237 – 89g/km.

ALL ELECTRICAL WORK CARRIED OUT FOR RETAIL OR TRADE

Adamsons of Deal and Dover
137a Dover Road, Walmer, Deal, Kent
A family run business serving the area since 1975

Tel: 01304 381 300
www.adamsons-skoda.co.uk

Servicing
from only

Ł99

Tyres
from only

Ł29

Cambelts
from only

Ł299
Exhausts

and
Batteries

We work on
ALL Makes
and Models

Adamsons of Deal & Dover 0843 3193569

Motability available on selected vehicles – no advance payment

Adamsons of Deal
and Dover
137a Dover Road, 
Walmer, 
Deal, 
Kent
CT14 7NA
Tel: 0843 3193569
www.adamsons-skoda.co.uk

*Offer only applicable to ŠKODA Fabia Hatch SE 1.4 MPI 16v 86PS in Corrida Red, Candy White or Pacific Blue with standard specification. Offers
may be varied or withdrawn at any time, are subject to availability and cannot be used in conjunction with any other offers. Prices and specifications
are accurate at time of print. Discount only applies to RRP of vehicle. Optional specification cannot be added on this offer. Offer available on orders
placed by 31st March 2012. At participating retailers only. Cannot be taken in conjunction with any other offer. †Base price of Ł11,995 
5th December 2011 to 4th January 2012 and from 1st April 2012.
Official fuel consumption in mpg (litres/100km) for the ŠKODA Fabia Hatch SE 1.4 MPI 86PS: Urban 35.3 (8.0),
Extra Urban 60.1 (4.7), Combined 47.9 (5.9). CO˛ emissions for the ŠKODA Fabia Hatch SE 1.4 MPI 86PS 139g/km.

USED CARS

* 10 Plate. Skoda Yeti 2.0 TDI CR 4x4 SE 5-Dr
Steel Grey Metallic, 29,200 miles*, DSG, Diesel Ł18,995

* 08 Plate. Skoda Superb 2.0 TDI CR Elegance (170 BHP)
5-DR Hatchback
Steel Grey Metallic, 14,500 miles, Manual, Diesel Ł14,995

* 10 Plate. Skoda Octavia 2.0 TDI CR vRS 5-DR Hatchback
Black Magic Metallic, 20,500 miles*, Manual, Diesel Ł14,995

* 11 Plate. Skoda Fabia 1.4 TSI (180 BHP) VRS S2000 
5-DR Hatchback
Red Mica Two Tone, 6,500 miles Ł13,995

* 09 Plate. Skoda Fabia 3 1.6 16v (105 BHP) 5-DR Estate
Satin Grey Metallic, 9,156 miles *, Automatic, Petrol Ł9,995

* 11 Plate. Skoda Fabia 1.2 (70 BHP) SE 5-DR Hatchback
Silver Metallic, 6,900 miles*, Manual, Petrol Ł8,995

* 07 Plate. Skoda Superb 1.9 TDI PD 100 Classic 4-DR
Saloon
Brilliant Silver Metallic, 38,700 miles*, Manual, Diesel Ł7,995

* 09 Plate. Skoda Fabia 1 1.2 HTP 6V (60 BHP) 5-DR
Hatchback
Red Metallic, 22,500 miles, Manual Petrol Ł5,995

* 08 Plate. Skoda Fabia 1 1.2 HTP 6V (60 BHP) 5-DR
Hatchback
Brilliant Silver Metallic, 33,500 miles, Manual Ł5,995

* 07 Plate. Skoda Fabia 1 1.2 HTP 6V (60 BHP) 5-DR
Hatchback
Brilliant Silver Metallic, 46,500 miles*, Manual, Petrol Ł5,495

OTHER MAKES
* 03 Plate Vauxhall Astra 2.0 Turbo 2dr Convertible Ł3,995
* 03 Plate. Mini  Cooper 1.6, 3 door Hatchback,

Pure Silver Metallic, 60,392 miles, Manual, Petrol Ł5,495

* 06 Plate. Fiat Grande Punto 1.3 16v Multijet 90
Dynamic 3-DR
Alternative Green Metallic, 44,500 miles*, Manual, Diesel
Ł4,495

* 56 Plate. Mazda MX-5 2.0 Sport 2-DR Convertible
Copper Red, 66,000 miles, Manual, Petrol Ł6,795

* 09 Plate. Nissan Micra 1.5 dCi 25th Anniversary (86PS)
3-DR Hatchback
Red metallic, 26,116 miles* Manual Diesel Ł6,995

* 55 Plate. Volkswagen Golf 2.0 TGTI FSI Hatchback
Diamond Black, 73,000 miles, FSH Ł7,995

* 09 Plate. Suzuki SX4 1.6 SZ4 4-DR Saloon
Red Metallic, 39,080 miles*, Manual, Petrol Ł5,995

* 03 Plate. Toyota Corolla 1.8 VVTL-i T Sport 5-DR 
Silver Steel Metallic, 69,000 miles*, Manual, Petrol Ł3,995

* 11 Plate. Toyota Verso-S 1.33 VVT-i T Spirit 5-DR
Blue Metallic, 4,900 miles*, Auto Clutch, Petrol Ł12,995

Specialising in
Cambelt

Replacement
• Vehicle Servicing • General Repairs 

• Cambelt Replacements • 10% discount with this advert
All repair work guaranteed • Drop & Shop Service

Free Local Collection & Delivery

01227 860859 info@jdcambelts.co.uk
www.jdcambelts.co.uk

Fancya
new
setof
wheels?

1000sofKentcars
forsaleonline24-7

Checkout theprices
ofnewandusedcar
valuations

Search foryour
localcardealer

Find the latestcar
reviewsandtest
drivesonnewcars

Getacar loanquote
andcalculateyour
repayments

££

✗

CarsforKent.co.uk
Thesmartwayto findyournextcar

Usewww.CarsforKent.co.ukwhere
youcansearchthrough1,000s of
cars for sale across thecounty.

Onlineyoucanviewfull cardetails,
locationmapandseller’sdetails,plus
roadtestsandafinancecalculator to
workoutmonthlypayments.

KOS MEDIA

IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE Call 01303 817150 
www.kentnews.co.uk




